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,‘I-{ECLAMQURforwhota.kes
ver from Chibuzor Ugwoha,
e sacked M i

ommission (NDDC), has con-
nued to heat up the political
iscourse in Rivers State.

‘Both Ugwoha and the Board
ere sacked last Wednesda
resident Goodluck Jona

ter the Presidential Probe

nmittee. set up by the Fed- -
aOQl E:')l p by

, vernment found the for-

er Agip Assistant Manager -

tlpable of most of the allega-
ons leveled against him and
s team.

The removal of Ugwoha,l
hose board was described

- the most crisis-ridden in
e history of the Commis-
on, has thrown the plump
sition of the MD/CEO open,
ith job seekers falling upon
emselves to get the anointing
the Rivers State Governor,
timi Amaechi, as a better re-
icement.

Familiar . names like' two
mer utﬁ
> House of Representatives,
istin Opara and Chibudum

| meetin,

anaging Director -
nd Chief Executive Officer of -
e Niger Delta Development:

Speakers in.

‘By Abdulkér;eexﬁ»Haruﬁa, ‘
Senior Reporter, Maiduguri

AN UNIDENTIFIED ' gun
man on Saturday afternoon
killed Babakura Athaji Fugu,
brotherindaw to ex-Boko
Haram leader, Sheikh Muham-

mad Yusuf, barely 48 hours

after Babakura had a peace
with ‘ former  presi-
-dent, Olusegun Obasanjo, in
Maiduguri, ‘the Borno State
capital. Sources said the par-
ley was aimed at resolvin
the sect’s activities that ha
in recent times put the nation
under serious stress.

Heads of ‘Security Opera-
tives in Maiduguri confirmed

=.| the incident.

Eyewitnesses said-Babaku-
ra was killed at about 1:30pm
by a man wearing a‘brown
Jallabiya (long Arabian. §own),
who simply appeared from a
corner and shot straight at his
target who at that time was
sitting under a tree near the
family house in the company
of friends and relatives. =~

“After killing Babakura, he
fired four times at'a parked

car to scare people away be- -

fore walking away through
the way he came,” said a fam-
ily member, in tears. -

" Members' of the .Jamaatu
Ahlil Sunna lidawati Wall Jihad,
or Boko Haram, had immedi-
‘ately claimed responsibility

- position durj
- meeting with Obasanjo.

Boko
viaa text message sent to
Hausa Service of the BBC.
Babakura, according to
those: who ‘knew him " well,
was a teacher and th4#ldest
son of the late Baafuf™Alhaji
Fugu, the father-in-law of ex-
Boko Haram. spiritual leader,
Sheikh Muhammed Yusuf,
who was killed together with
his father-in-law duriifg the
2009 - Boko -Haram-led insur-
gency: -
Sunday Independent gath-
ered that Babakura was killed
by angry Boko Haram members

who were not happy with his
[g};)a"humday

However, Babakura had on
Friday revealed to Sunday Inde-
pendent details of the family’s
meeting with the former pres-
ident, stating that sustainable
peace could only be realised if
the Federal Government hear-
kened to the demands of the
sect members.

Obasanjo, who arrived Mai-
duguri, the Borno State capi-
tal, alongside Comrade Shehu
Musa oﬁ the Civil Liberty Or-
ganisation (CLO) on Thursda
afternoon, later had a closed-
door meeting with members
of the deceased Boko Haram
leader. " ath

Sun Independent  gath-
ered ?gt theelzfonner pgresi-

dent and his entotirage were

receiveéd by dest-son

the killed father-in-law of late

Muhammed Yusuf, at their
demolished household behind
railway quarters, Maiduguri.

It 'was: also learnt that the
retired "Army General, who
was accompanied by:a thick
retinue of - secuirity " officials,

insisted ‘that all should wait -
“outside ‘the building as he

intended to hold the meeting
privately. —

The spokesman of the fam-
ily, Babakura Alhaji Fu%u
(who is .now ‘deceased), told

~our reporter on Friday: “In-

deed, we received President
Obasanjo in our house yes-
terday (Thursday); his mis-
sion was very clear. He said
he came to condole with our

family over what happened’

during the 2009 Boko Haram
insurgence, especially the
extrajudicial killing of our
father, and the wanton de-
struction of our family house.
He promised that he would
convey our plight to Mr. Pres-
ident within a-week or two.
And thereafter will get back
to us directly or through an
emissary, althou%l: he” said
categorically that he was not
sent by the Federal Govern-
ment; he:said he came to us
on his -own. We were made

timated us of his intentions.”
On the kind of discussion

the late Boko Haram:leader,
said: “We have told him our
predicament, especialiy
destruction of our family
house, and also, the need for

* the state government to abide

by the court order which

ruled that compensation of
- N100 million be paid for the

extra-judicial killing of our
father; and also to tell the
security agencies to stop ha-
rassing and intimidating our
family members over issues
related to Boko Haram.”

He added that though the
agitation .of the Boko
is quite distinct from that of
theirs, he said “there is still
need for government to hon-
our the demarids of the sect
members especially on the
withdrawal of the Joint Task
Force.” . ’

Babakura also revealed that
the mother of the former Com-
missioner for Religious Af-
fairs, who later became a to

- member and financier of Boko
~Haram, Athaji Buji Fai, was

also at the meeting. He noted

eader’s in-law
ERig ommisio‘n‘whi,c’ in- povernmont shous o that

they had with' the former
President, Babakura, whose '
;junior sister was the wife of

the

aram .

E_avemment should come to
her aid in providing financial
agsistance to. the bereaved
children of the former com-

missioner, who was killed ex-

trajudicially in the 2009 Boko
Haram face off.

Shehu Musa, who spoke -

to the Hausa Service of the

BBC on Friday afternoon, and

monitored by our reporter in
Maiduguri, s);id he midwifed
Obasanjo’s meeting with the

Boko Haram family based on

his.conviction that he has the
credential of a Nigerian leader
that could mediate between
the government and the sect.
usa said part of the reason
that made him pick Obasanjo
as the best bet t]z)r the needed

‘hegotiation with the Boko

Haram was that, even though
he received serious security
report on the sect members’
activities, he did not arder any
military action on them. “So
that made him a perfect ar-
biter in the ongoing quest for
dialogue,” he said.

He also confirmed that
Obasanjo actually insisted
that no security c?:aployed in
Maiduguri to accompany him
to the meeting be allowed into
the family house of the Boko
Haram relatives. :
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