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No fewer than 13 persons were killed in an auto crash that occurred at
Oka area on the outskirts of Ondo town in Ondo State yesterday
morning. Five adult females, four males and three children including a
girl died in the unfortunate incident.

Daily Sun gathered that the accident happened due to alleged
recklessness of the driver of the 18-seater bus involved in the accident.

Eye witnesses told Daily Sun that the accident occurred when a truck
marked XW 969 APP coming from Ore end of the road collided with the
bus marked XK 444 AKR, which was said to have taken off from Akure
town and was heading towards Lagos.

The eye witness added that the driver of the bus overtook other
vehicles which were moving on the same lane with it before it swerved
to the other lane where the truck which was loaded with building
materials was coming from and had a head-on collision with it in the
process.

As at the time of filing this report, the corpses of the victims have been
deposited at the morgue of the State Specialist Hospital, Ondo.

The wreckage of the two vehicles was still on the spot when Daily Sun
visited the scene of the accident.

Several residents of the town who trooped out to catch a glimpse of the
incident were seen discussing the accident in groups. Several personal
effects of the passengers were found scattered everywhere.

Confirming the incident, the Divisional Police Officer in charge of
Enu-owa Divisional Police Station, Mr. Oyibo Shuaibu Suleiman said
that the remains of the dead passengers have been deposited at the
mortuary, adding that those who sustained injuries had been taken to
the emergency ward at the same hospital.

Suleiman, however, stated that the driver of the truck who was arrested
shortly after the incident occurred has been placed under detention
while preliminary investigation on the matter has commenced.

The state commander of the Federal Road Safety Commission, Mr.
Funmbi Olawoyin, warned motorists against reckless driving.

He said many lives would be saved if drivers avoid over-speeding
always.
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