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 Police kill driver over bribe in Enugu
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ENUGU—A commercial bus driver in Enugu, Mr. Chijioke Ugwu, was
shot and killed by a Police Inspector attached to Enugu State Police
Command, Mr. Pius Agbo on Saturday for allegedly refusing to give the
bribe demanded by the policeman.

The late Ugwu, who hailed from Amagunze in Nkanu East Local
Government Area, was shot dead by the trigger-happy policeman
during a heated argument over payment of a certain amount of money
as bribe.

An eyewitness said Ugwu, driver of an L-300 Mitsubishi bus with plate
number, AA 756 AYB, refused to give money at the police check point,
insisting he had paid earlier but the Police Inspector, who was provoked
by his explanation pulled his trigger suddenly and shot him.

The driver was said to have died on the spot.

Confirming the incident, the State Police Public Relation Officer, Mr.
Ebere Amaraizu described the incident, which occurred at Awkunanaw
area of the coal city as unfortunate.

Amaraizu said Inspector Agbo had since been arrested and was facing
“orderly room trial” at the Criminal Investigation Bureau of the
Command.

He said Agbo would be dismissed and charged to court to face the full
weight of the law if found guilty as charged.

Citing Force Order 237, the command’s spokesman said every
policeman was trained on how and when to use the gun as well as the
implications of being careless with it.

The PPRO said, “this matter is really unfortunate because the said
Ugwu is dead. But we are not taking the matter lightly. Agbo already
knows what he is in for. Investigation is on-going in the matter and by
Monday (today), you know what next.

“It is sad that such an incident is coming now that the police is doing
everything possible to restore people’s confidence in the Force. We will
keep the fight on because there is a tremendous change,” Amaraizu
said.
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