For the same period, however, Mr. Balogun’s successor, Sunday
Ehindero, reported much different statistics in a letter to the UN Special
Rapporteur in July 2006. In this letter, Mr. Ehindero claimed that in the
five years from 2000 to 2004, the Nigeria Police Force killed 2,402 and
arrested another 20,314 “armed robbers,”"™ representing an inexplicable
difference of 4,796 killings between Mr. Balogun’s figures and Mr.
Ehindero’s. Mr. Ehindero’s figures represent a kill-to-arrest ratio of
1:8.46 persons. In 2006, the police officially reported that it killed 329
robbery suspects, 100 of whom were killed in Lagos alone. This
compares with the official 252 robbery suspects killed in 2005."

In November 2007, Human Rights Watch estimated that the number of
persons killed by the NPF in the eight years since 2000 to be in excess of
10,000."" Evidence gathered in the preparation of this report suggests
that this estimate may even undercount actual killings. In 2004 alone,
the Legal Defence and Aid Project (LEDAP) documented 2,987 cases of
extrajudicial executions by law enforcement agencies."™ This is roughly
consistent with the most recent official police claims and figures on the
official rate of police encounter killings. In November 2007, Acting
Inspector-General Mike Okiro reported that the police had killed 785 and
arrested 1,628 “armed robbers” in his first one hundred days in the office
of Inspector-General."” This translates into a daily killing rate of 7.85
persons, a Kill-to-arrest ratio of 1:2.07, or, in comparison to statistics
announced by former Inspector-General Ehindero, an increase of over

400 percent on the official Police statistics of encounter-related Police
killings for the years 2000-2004.

The admitted statistics for Police killings in the three months preceding
November 2007 exceed the annual figures for any of the seven years
from 2000 to 2006 admitted by former Inspector-General Ehindero and
are more than the combined total of admitted killings from 2001 to 2002
as well as from 2005 to 2006. These figures suggest either that the Police
under-counted the number of killings in other years or that there is now
an alarming escalation in Police killings. Whatever the explanation,

extrajudicial executions appear to have become an acceptable tool of
policing.
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