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Ivillage bomb blast

happened about 11a.m., whensome
vehicles travelling from Rann,

headquarters of Kala-Balge to
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By Henry Ojelu

AGOS—A 300-level University

f Lagos student, Chidinma
murder of Super TV Chief Executive
Officer, CEO, Michael Usifo Ataga,
yesterday told a Lagos State High
Court that fear her from
reporting the incident to the police.
“T was scared," she said while
Yetunde Adesanya at Tafawa Balewa

Chidinma testified that she had
read stories where people who

)

: | to the source, the dash
' | might not be unconnected with
|

panner, who was attacked an ; :
| o hi .~ reported crimes ended up being
Ikﬂledmhlsshopbyarmedmmm a L

__| the same Akpehe. 5 ‘ :
9’ He said: “Some armed youths Tthought of calling the gateman

18 killed in Makurdi cult clas

<_Gamboru Ngala stumbled on the _
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| tives, some with bullet and machet
|wmnxis'lheimjdmtissomewhat

: againbecause I had called himwhile
about 7-30pm. smed one of he o ieace ofthe apartmen, but

gather to

otthere

INany young men
donRintiEevenings. 1 heyg

andopenedﬁreonthem,ldllinﬂ
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Iended the callimmediatelybecause
I'was scared,” she said.

Narrating her activities on June
16, 2021, she said: "I was going

others, who wi
macheted.
was

Tike what you watch in the to Michael had been read and he

movies, people were fortheir

connected to the attack on the youth
leader, who was stabbed to death on
l "

Wednesday.

Police Command in a statement b
| its Public Relations Officer, Catherine
IAnene, said: "The suspected cult
| aﬂadcatAlqnﬁisoonﬁnneszng
persons were confirmed dead while
| others are currently receiving

treatment at the hospital.

| suchactsashewill not tolerate crime
' under his watch."”
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through my phone on WhatsApp
and noticed that the message I sent

online. I called hisnumber
several times, but the calls were
dedined. I became confused.”
_ She said she contacted a man
called Abu, who operated the

generator and water pump at the

By Efe Onodjae

E Lagos lice
Command has arrested
5-year-old wo

Adeola Adew for
allegedly poisoning 65-
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location was near Furunduma, 11
kilometres from Rann.
. "The victims indude women and

shortlet, asking about Michael

“That man wey I come with, you
don see am yesterday?" she said she
asked. &y

Abu reportedly replied, "I see am
the gateman informgg her that

's car was still on the premises.
e P okt 2
and sent Michael a WhatsApp
message, saying: “Please Michael,
forgive me. I didn't mean to leave
you in that state. I was very scared.
After sending that message, I
discovered I had been blocked.”

The defendant narrated that on
June 19, 2021, she sent SMS to
Ataga due to poor WhatsApp
network delivery. :

Shealsorecalled givingheriPhone
7 Plus to her sister, Chioma, on June
22, after Chioma claimed she had
misplaced her phone.

Chidinma narrated to the court
she was arrested by four or five
policemen on June 23, 2021.

“When I said I didn't have
anythingbelonging tothe deceased,
one of the policemen slapped me,"
she claimed. She added that her

- fatherintervened, but theywereboth

taken to the police station.
She stated that at Panti, she was

_"On March 29, 2025, the
command Téceived a report

“of—the murder of an

h, Borno
e, o e o
people were ' Sewt

o to get confimmation from |

Sources revealed that the exact’

Kenneth Daso was unsuccessful
at press time.

| A\ O fewer than 10 persons were y
Desi= 258 Why | didn’t report Ataga’s death
o s tQ police — Chidinma

handcuffed to a seat and forced to
write a statement without legal
representation. .

"] said, ‘Sir, I know my rights, a
lawyer should be present.’
Bamidele said, ‘There's no lawyer
coming foryou,' and I'was slapped

Chidinma said the officer
threatened hey, saying: “If you love
your family, you better comply.
Otherwise, your dad, your sister,
even your 10-year-old sister will be
detained too."

Out of fear, she said she wrote a
statement, but it was tom apart by
the officer for being “nonsense.”

She claimed that the
investigating officer showed her
photos of Ataga's body, a rope and
chats purportedly with the
apartment owner

“He showed me a rope and said
I used it to tie Michael. I said, ‘No
sir, heis too huge formeto tie," she
said.

The defendant said officers also
brought out her bank documents
and ID cards during the
investigation. “When they asked
abmanUNnAge IDcard, Isaid
am a student of the University of
Tge" she niversity

Justice Yetunde Adesanya
adjourned the case to today for the
continuation of the trial.

male victim

. was
discovered in

the

apartment. At the scene,
unidentified man at a
Tvice
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Preliminary investigations

“year-old, Mr. Adebayo to

area._

revealed that on March 27, _

death in a service a ent 2025, about 5:20p.m,; an
Tt AT ares o TMidentified fermals, 1o o

the state.

A statement by the
command's spokesperson,
Mr. Benjamin Hundeyin,
said: “The Lagos State
Police Command has

Wrecorded a significant
vlﬁwlﬁmmakthmugh in the

Area of 1nvestigation of a recent
omicide case reported at
; Ttwasgathered that the explosion the Oko-Oba Division.

company of the deceased

y —

rented a service apartment.
"Afew hours later, she left

%Eg%@i@_:uﬂtﬂre:
eceased's car and personal

S, 1nio 1 the

oy, muoming the

_Teturn shortly. . -

“However, during a
routine check on March 28,
2025, the lifeless body of the

Investigators recovered an
empty syringe, two empty
cans of malt drink and two
bottles of water.

"The body was,
subsequently, evacuated
and deposited at the Lagos
State University Teaching
Hospital, LASUTH,
mortuary for autopsy,
while an intensive
Investigation began to
locate the fleeing suspect.

“Following detailed and
painstaking investigation
by operatives of the State
Criminal Investigation
Department, SCID, the

oman arrested for poisoning 65-yr-old mar



