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wasunconcerned aboutthe killingsinthearea,
the protesting women accused the police of
not making any arrest.

Co

Meanwhile, the corpses of five farmers
_%?ﬂ%ﬂ;@immmm_
e worl on their e-
e SRme o A
aken to the Governor's ice by some

rotesters. .

o The deputy governorofthe state, DrOlayide
Adelami, addressed the angry protesters who
accused the governor of not being sensitive to
the killings by suspected herdsmen.

Reacting tothe suxge in criminality in Ondo,
the state Commander of Amotekun, Chief
Adetun;i Adeleye, said that no fewer than 114
people found wandering in the forests across
the state had been arrested on the suspicion
that they could be criminals.

His words “Our people should not panic. We
are not relenting.

“Inrecenttimes, there has beena significant
influx of strangers into our state, particularly
at our borders.

"Trailers have been arriving and dmglping
off individuals who are unfamiliar with the
ey simpl: te the bush, leading

"They simply penetrate the bush, leading to

an increase ilz'nycnmm' inal activities around our
border towns and cities.
3 N el 'The governor has directed us to ensure that
-/ N all miscreants and those with no legitimate

fpe == business in the forests are removed.
u *"We have commenced a clearance operation
n to achieve this goal”

The state government, he said, has directed
Amotekun to immediately establish security
posts in communities under attack by
suspected herdsmen.

OYO: Upsurge in Akinyele,
Akinmorin, Jobele, others

In Oyo State, there has been an upsurge in
the attacks by herders in the last two months.

Duetotheresurgence oftheatrocities ofthese
bandits, affected victims and other residents
have been crying and pleading with i

agents including hunters to increase
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t d ces where the herders carry out their

-+as suspecte il o oo Aiamor

obele and Iseyin-| road. .
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blindfolded him.

"They led me into the bush. When they were
crossing the road at Akinmorin, they stopped
articulated trucks and took over the road”,
Ad’]u_lt:)]u narrated.

‘Thevehicles waited when th
were all armed. il

“They beat me mercile and dragged me

o

* Residents make gripping sexual assault claims
* Police rescue three, 13 kidnapped victims of Benue Links bus rescued
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Hunters
"I thank God for the security agents
mdughng’gur local hunters who started
combing thebushes around searching for me.

"Ithappened about two weeks agoand I'm
yetto get over the shock."

Speaking with Sunday Vanguard, the
President of Soludero Hunters iation,
Oba Nureni Akintola, urged state governors
in the South-West to em hunters so that
they can fish out the kidnappers hibemating
in our forests.

*We are hunters and we are familiar with all
the nooks and crannies of the forests around
us. The governors should mobilise us. We can
gm bushes and smoke the bandits out,"

OGUN: Havoc on farmlands

Suspected herders have returned to some
communities in Ogun State, wreaking havoc
on farmlands.

Sunday Vanguard reliably gathered that
the herdsmen with an estimated 500 cows
invaded farmland in Obafemi/Owode Local
Government, Ogun State, destroying over 30
acres of cassava farms.

It was also gathered that a yet-to-be-
identified group of herdsmen with a large
number of cows allegedly invaded and
destroyed a five-hectare rice plantation

belon, toone Okegbenro Julius, in Ilupej
lbam% ,Abelc.:ﬁ?xu. i

Police spol n, Omolola Odutola, said
the owner of the farm, Julius, reported the
incident to the police.

She stated that the herdsmen, who had
caused extensive destruction to crops, fled the
scene leaving one of their cows behind.

One of the affected cassava farmers,
Adeogun Olamide, said he

was shocked to discover that the entire 4.5
acres of cassava farm were destroyed by
the herdsmen.

Another farmer, Ismail Ajanaku, said: “Over
30 acres of cassava farms had been
by herdsmen. Herdsmen invaded my
cassava farm and destroyed everything.

“They also invaded aez;joimng farms,
uprooted the camva and ';m thei::gws This
impunity poses er to farmers and farming
activities in the Sou%h-W&sL"

Inarelated development, agroup of women
from Araromi-Ibese community in Yewa
North Local Government Area of State
appealed to the state government, security
agencies and traditional rulers in the state to
la%ce ic measures to curtail the excesses
of herders, who invaded their community and
destroyed farmlands. . .

The women expressed their frustration and
fear over the constant attacks and harassment
they face at the hands of herdsmen.

One of the protesters narrated how her
daughtergave birth in thebush while running
for her dear life.

Pregnant woman :
She said: “We no longer feel safe in our
ity anymore.
cq!:ﬁrlnt;:gx t¥ocezsmﬂm my daughterand I were
running for our dear lives, she fell into labour
at 1 am and gave birth in the bush".

Reacting to the development, a member of
the House of Representatives, representin
Imeko-Afon ~ Federa
Constitu of State, Gboyega Isiaka,
describedenuclz; in(v)g;gn of the community by
herders as a tragic event. 3 .

Isiaka, in a statement issued by his media
aide, Femi Peters, lame;llted mechsu_&;caused

men farmers in the community.
mTY:: lamnake?s his commitment
to protecting his constituents amid the
recurring threat of herdsmen attacks.

Meanwhile, the Chairman of Yewa
Local Government Area of Ogun State, DL
Olusola Akinbode, has constituted a ‘Conflict
Resolution Committee’ withachargeto proﬂe;
alasting solution to tt‘l;u-: perennial herders an
farm ict in the area.

Re:l:ﬁ?;?o the invasion of farmlands,
S| kmgelson for the state Police C.on_1mandi
(gr(r,xolo Odutola, said the Commissioner 0!
Police, Lanre Ogunlowo, s (00 it

ion to prevent any escalatio
e et e SO
said: “The Po
er%%l:;ghall parties involved to foster
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understanding and prevent conflicts.
“Ogun State Police Command remains

vigilant and dedicated to upholding law and

order, emphasisingbe!he importance of

collaborative efforts between farmers and
herders to maintain peaceful coexistence in
the community."

EKITI: Working tostopattacks
Ekiti is one of the South-West states where
attacks by suspected herdsmen seem to be a
major source of concem, especially in border
mmmmﬁesbdwim Kogi State. i
ings, abductions, rape and destruction
o(mnds are conundnpemms‘ associated

| wxgn herdsmen in memmm areas.
lowever, itappears the strategy put in place
by the security team led by the Special Adviser

tothe Governor on Security, Brigadier General
Ebenezer Ogundana, is working.

E?laining the secret of their success to
Sunday Vanguard, Ogundana, said: “I think
bythe graceof God, the kind of synergy among
:heseuu-ityagenciesmﬂdtihnsh usa

ot.

“We have a platform where we review
security arrangements in the state weekly.

“Before, it was monthly, but since we started
having reports that Boko Haram (members)
are being dislodged in the North-East and
North-West, we now meet frequently.

“Our non-stateactors, the Amotekun Corps,
Peace Corps, Agro Marshal and Anti-grazing
Marshal have been giving us information.

“Officers of these agencies are living in the
communities at the grassroots. The

It was leamnt that the
recent lynching of
some travellers in
Uromi was connected
to years of
kidnappings, killings
and destruction of
farmlands by
suspected herders

information is helpful. The proactiveness of
security agencies is making the bandits
relocate from our state. .

“We don't want to sleep and say Ekiti is safe
while things are happening around our
borders, like what is happening in Ondo
SQ""\}V% sympathize with Ondo State. We are
already working with Ondo State on how we

can synergise efforts.”
OSUN: Bloody clashes

Despite the existence of anti-open grazing

A S
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Fear i nin states as susﬁeéte
herdsmen resume abductions, killings

Continued from page 13

“When I knew it was Amotekun Corps and
other security agents, I raised my two hands,
shouting that Iwasthe onetheyhdm so

Findings revealed that disturbances
herders have become ]
Itwasleamtthattherecentlynching ofsome
travellers in Uromi was connected to years of
kidnappings, killings and destruction of

Some residents of the area, who pleaded
anonymity, said many farmers in the agrarian
community no longer go to farms because of

They noted that the herders kill, maim and
rapeetneir women, noting that they act as if
they are above the law.

One of the natives said: "Our people have
suffered alotin the hands of these cattle rearers.

“We were abandoned by both state and
federal governments. We are nolonger safe in

Alsospeaking, anotherresidentsaid: '
are blaming us; yes, the people who camed
out the act may not have acted well.

“But the truth is that we are under siege.
Herdsmen have reduced us to a bunch of

conquered people.

"ﬁ‘:‘eyru our wives and mothers and kill
our men. police can't do anything. The
herdsmen are on the loose in Edo State.

“Goto Ovmﬁ. Oka:,% area, anld ;eemprt they
are doing. They murder people in their sleep,

“Vl?ilggs of such incidents-abound, and
government is doing nothing. !

"Last month, there were protests in some
communities between our border with L

“Therural dwellers protested against
byherdsmen.

“The highway was blocked. So Edo State
governor should stop playing to the gallery
andsaveus."”

Insecurity

law in Osun State, farmlands and farmers are
under attack by nomadic herders.
, an agrarian community located off
bo/Ibokun Road, was.identified as a
hotbed of violence between farmers and
herders, who often engage in bloody clashes
over the destruction of plantations by cows
while grazing.

BENUE: Regular attacks

Attacks by suspected herders are still issues
of concern across many LGAs in Benue State.

To date, the state remains the hotbed of
criminal activities perpetrated by
herdsmen, who kill and destroy with

et 1 armed .
An communty nearJafto Aka in Kw
T Conemmenthree [ Aol Benuesae.
veral communities around Jato Aka have
repeatedly come under attack by
armed herdsmen who sacked several of the
communities, forcing the locals to flee to the
centre of Jato Aka for safety.

It was gathered that three locals were also
killed during the attack.

Lamenting the development, President
General of Mzough U Tiv, MUT, Worldwide
and Chairman, Leaders of Benue Socio-
Cultural Organisations, Chief Torbee Thagh,
who hails from Kwande LGA, said: “Five
persons made up of two soldiers and three
natives were killed in the attack.”

Thagh, whoappealed to Governor Hyacinth
Alia to intensify efforts at improving the
security in the state, also urged Benue people
toalways defend themselves.

1804 traditional way

Hecharged the peopleto " re-enact the 1804
traditional way of confronting the invaders
with poisonous arrows to defend themselves."

EDO: Anger, fear in
communities

At the inception of the Sen. Monday
O holo administration on November 12,
2ue4, (t)'r:e o{h the ﬁumkxgﬁin?s he did was to
strengthen the anti- ing and anti-
cultisgm laws, i

Regardless of that, many communities
across the three senatorial districts are under
attack by suspected herdsmen, who attack
!aﬁ&rs l:ns‘d carry out ilsbducﬁons.

e last month, not less than eight le
have died as a result of herdsmengattap:lgpin
g7 e th

ong the dead was a seminarian, Peter
Andrew, who was said to have been shot dead
by his gbductors.

e hot spots of such activities include Edo
North, Akf)?(oo-Edo. Okpekpe in Etsako East
Local Government Area, and Awain in Etsako
Central, Erah in Owan East, Egor, Esan
Central, Esan North-East, Esan South-East
Esan West, Etsako Central, Etsako East,
Orhionwon, Ovia North East and Ovia West
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To underscore the frustrations the resurgence
ofattacks by herdsmen has caused in the state,
hundreds of people under the auspices of

enebode Youths Forum took over the streets
ofAgenebode, the headquarters of Etsako East,
and L
Speaking, leader of the group, Samik
Akhor, said: “We are out today on a peaceful
rocess to say no to what has been hap

ere. Kidnappings, killings, and raping are
common here. * arestop) our farmers
from going to their 2 sons and
daughters abroad can no longer come home
because of insecurity.”

Afew weeks ago, some communities on the
Benin/Asaba highway barricaded the road,

rotesting attacks and destruction of their
?am\lands by suspected herdsmen.

They accused government of not doing
enough tosafeguard theirlives and property.

ENUGU: ‘We are being
raped, beaten’

Despite security measures put in place by
Governor Peter Mbah of Enugu State to

protect lives and property,
herdsmen still constitute a threat
to rural dwellers.

Farmers and communities are still being
attacked by the herders, who occupy the forests.

In some cases, joint community efforts put
in place by various communities have failed
to address the situation.

Eha-Amufu in Isi-Uzo Local Government
Area of Enugu State is one of the flashpoints.

Recently, more than 1,000 women
protested incessant attacks on farmers by
suspected herdsmen.

The women from seven autonomous
communities blocked the two-kilometre, 1.2-
mile stretch of the Nkalagu-Afor Federal
highway in Eha-Amufu, Isi-Uzu LGA.

Leader of the protest, Angela Ogenyi, said
hundreds of women had been killed or
o ;Fced from their farms and homes since

“We are being raped, beaten, and mutilated
by criminal herdsmen for stopping their cattle
from eating our crops", Ogenyi said.

"Oursonsand husbands can nolongergoto
their farms. I have seen a situation where a
herder inserted sticks into the private parts of
our women. We can't continue like this".

EBONYI: Sustained attacks
Some communities in Ebonyi State live in
fea.r[ollowin%_l ined attas herd
who destroy their farmlands, rape and abduct
PR despiteeffortsbysecuri i
1sdespite effo! agenciesto
address utl;l'e situation. it
. Recently, suspected herdsmen reportedly
invaded Amea\;kaalaha commggity in
Ishielu Local emment Area of Ebonyi
State and killed scores of residents, with many
others escaping with various degrees of
mRmes. o
member of the community and former
Ebonyi State University clmpte?ofm demi
Staff Union of Universities, ASUU, Prof
N(_i(l’lbuﬂ ldfﬁl]yi' whxlgonﬁnned the attack,
said: “My age, Nkalaha, was
attacked today by herdssg:%. -
“Many have been killed and houses razed.
What a black Sunday!”
Idenyi s?id %(hflherdsmgn attacked the
community, killing and injuring an
unconfirmed numbergof people. ? i
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