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Niger tanker explosion: Senators, Obi,
others rage as death toll hits 96

...Urge FRSC to ensure ‘trucks comply with safety standards

By Henry Umoru,
Bashir Bello & John
Alechenu

BUJA—SENATORS of

he 19 Northern states,
Labour Party, LP, presidential can-
didate in the 2023 elections, and
others, yesterday, raged as death
toll of Saturday's petrol tanker ac-
cident at Dikko Junction, Dikko-
Maje, Minna road in Gurara Lo-
cal Government Area of Niger
State, has reached 96.

Also, Governor Abba Yusuf of
Kano State and Minister of State
for Agriculture and Food Security,
Senator Aliyu Abdullahi, ex-
pressed sadness over the deadly
accident and commiserated with
the families of the victims.

Updating on the development,
yesterday, the Director-General,
Niger State Emer%ency Manage-
ment Agency, NSEMA, Abduﬁa-
hi Baba-Arah, who informed that
the death toll had risen to 96, said
69 persons were injured in the
explosion, while 20 shops were
burnt.

Meanwhile, the Northern sen-
ators, under the aegis of Northemn
Senators Forum, NSE in a state-
ment in Abuja bY its
Chairman, Abdu aziz
Yar'Adua, urged the Federal Road
Safety Corps, FRSC, and other
relevant agencies to ensure that
all tankers and heavy-duty vehi-
cles are roadworthy and adhere to
strict safety standards.

The statement read, "The
Northemn Senators are deeply sad-
dened over the recent tra c petrol
tanker explosion at Dikko junc-
tion on January 18, 2025, thathave
claimed numerous lives and left
many others injured.

"This devastating incident high-
lights the need for greater vigilance
and enforcement of safety -
tions on our roads. This
incident could have been avoid-
ed if the enforcement agencies had
taken precautionary steps.

"As we moumn the loss of lives,
the forum offers its sincerest con-
dolences to the families and loved
ones of the victims. May God grant
the souls of all that was lost eter-
nal rest.”

Obi commiserates
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On his part Mt Obj, also plead-
ed with relevant authorities to
put in place stricter safety mea-
sures to avert a reoccurrence of
such incidents.

Obi in a post, yesterday, on his
X handle, among others, said,
"The tragic petrol tanker explo-
sion that occurred along Dikko-
Maje Road in the Suleja Local
Government Area of Niger State
Ke;sterday is truly heartbreaking.

portsindicate that over 70 lives
were lost, while more than 50
people were injured in the inci-
dent.

"These accidents, which have
sadly become mcreasmg}? recur-
rent in recent times, highlight the

ent need for the implementa-
tion of stricter safety measures to
address the dangers of tanker ex-
plosions and similar incidents,
which often result in colossal di-
sasters.

"I sincerely commiserate with
the families who lost their loved
ones in the tragedy. I also extend
my condolences to the Govern-
ment and dpeople of Niger State
over this devastating incident. *
Ma%rhGod t them, and all of
us, the fortitude to bear this loss,
eternal rest to the departed, and
a swift recovery to the injured.”

Kano gov mourns

Similarly, Governor Yusuf ex-
tended condolences to the gov-
emment and people of Niger
State over the deadly incident.

The governor, in a statement
by Director General of the Me-
dia and Publicity, Sunusi Bature,
said: "This heartbreakin: gaevent
isa grim reminder of the gility
of human life and the need for
collective responsibility in ensur-
ing safety."

Agric Minister

grieves

Also, the Minister of State for
Aglricultme and Food Security,
while wishing speedy recovery
to more than 50 persons who
suffered varying degrees of in-

juries, however praised the ef-

forts of various emergency re-
sponders in evacuating the in-

jured and de-escalating th

spread of the inferno. :
The minister in a statement
expressed deep sadness over
the recurrent incidents of fuel
tanker crashes on highways,
with the resultant human ca-
sualties, severe injuries, and de-
struction of adjoining properties.

He said: "Sorrow should not |
be our routine experience over
frequent fuel tanker crashes on 1
our roads. Scores are often killed i
in these incidents, and the spec-
tacle of mass burial of the vic- i
tims burnt beyond recognition
is a wake-up call to all stake- i
holders to avert these types of |

occuIrences.
"Part of what is urgently need- |

ed is advocacy programmes un-
dertaken by stakeholders to ad-
dress fallen fuel tanker issues, |
because no of the country |
is insulated from the gory ina-
dents.

"Communities need to en- [
lighten their members on the
precautions to take whenever
there is an incident involving a
here B er In particulay, they |
must be reminded that fuel is |
highly volatile and that no
amount of spilled fuel they are |

i Sltaoscoopisworththeha(?- |
2%1 t usually lurks around."
e also called on Road Trans- |
port Owners and Road Trans- |
port Workers, €s ially those
engaged in haluage of Kaza:d |
ous materials such as fuel, to |
organise frequent refresher pro-
es for their drivers, ap- |

prentices and all who are in-
D ved in the delivery chain. |
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