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Gunmen kill 18 in coordinated attacks in Imo

State Police
haslaunchedan
mvesthatlon into ‘the brutal
of 1 le in Orsu

Sbocal Government Area, on

MO

e attac@huch_, ich targeted
several communifies including
~Vmukakia, Fzi Thi

Abia Airport:
We’re on
same page
with host
communities
—Otti

By Ugochukwu
Alaribe

MUAHIA —
GOVERNORAlex Ottiof
Abia State has said that his
administration is on the same
with the host communities of
in Isiala Ngwa North council, over

the construction of the state airport

in the area.
Otti who stated this after a crucial
meeting between the state :

' development, calling

®Uzodimma plans to engage ex-servicemen to protect assets

Reports indicate that the killings
took place following the anpual
Masqueraders' Day celebrations in

—Omsu, wherelocals gathered tomark.

After the celebration, some

A source said, Al]_mnapmple.m

omers or

chete cuts.’ "
on condition

_the joint, whether customer
: _aftendants, were discovered ¢ dead,
¢ _butchered with deep machete ¢

Aresident, speaking

of anonymity, "We were just a few
blocksaway,andnobodyhea:dany

or arguments. We suspect

i members of [POB and ESN are
¢ responsble for this."

In addition to the killings at the

¢ drinking joint, three corpses were
i discovered in Umukabia, five in
- Eziawa, and fivein Thittenasa, all with
. similar machete wounds.

Expressing concemns over the
wave of killings in the area, a former
Chairman of the Nigerian Human
Rights Commission, NHRC, and a

- nativeof Orsuy, Prof. Chidi Odinkalu,

took to social media to decry the sad
the killings a

"systematic slaughter" and

- highlighting thelack of response from

What | told Tinubu. Gov Otti —Sen Kalu

loml.state,andbdelalgovmlment
While the exact motive remains

unclear, sources believe that the
killings were intended to instill fear
inthelocal populationand forcethem
to leave the area once again.

Orsu had been under the control
of the proscribed Indigenous People
of Biafra, [POB, and theirammed wing,
the Eastemn Security Network, ESN,
for years.

However, recent military
operations have led to the recovery
of some teritories, with displaced
residents slowly retuming.

According to a police, "The killers

are trying to send a message to the
locals, making them fear for their
safety and abandon their
communities once again.”

As of now, the police have urged
the residents to remain calm while
the investigation continues. The
gruesome killings have left the
community in moumning and raised
serious concemns about security in
the region.

Reacting to the killings, Imo
State's Police Public Relations Officer,
Henry Okoye, said "The police are
aware of the killings, and CP Aboki
Danjuma has already set up a high-

Orji, Abia ex-gov, demands
story linking him to EFCC forfeiture

RMER govemnor of Abia
State, Senator Theodore Orj,
has demanded that the story linking
himtoan interim forfeiture of N228.4
million and the fraudulent activities
linked to Effdee Nigeria Limited be
retracted in major national
newspapers and on-line platforms,
where the original report appeared.
I.nastatementhyhls liaison office,
he faulted the reports, saying the
Raurlzlhshers were out to his.
eamed reputation.

He described the publication as
"baseless" and "malicious," accusing
publishers of spreading defamatory
content without proper fact-
checking.

According to the statement,
among the numerous inaccuracies,
the report falsely claimed that
Senator as govemnor of
Abia State in 2016/2017, years after
his tenure ended in May 2015.

Further, the statement refuted
dlaims thatindividuals Mt Uchenna

Meanwhile, Governor Hope
Uzodimma of Imo State has :
expressed readiness to engage the |
servmofmembelsofﬂ]el\ﬁgman
the hint
at the State's launch of the 2025

'IheGovenmrdmpped
Armed Forces Remembrance Day/

Emblem Appeal Fund, at the Sam
Mbakwe Executive Council :
Chambers Government House |

Ower.

retraction of

Eronduand Mr Austin Akumawere |
associated with Senator Orji's

administration, clanfying that they
had no connection to him during his
time as governor

The former govemor also denied
any knowledge of or dealings with
Efidee Nigena Limited, which the
puhlication falsely linked to Senator

The statement demanded that

the story be retracted in major |
and online |

platforms where the original report |
appeared. .
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national newspapers
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