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building collapse in Rivers

"It a building collapse, as we
speak one person is trapped right

‘inside the rubble. When we first

came, we tried to rescue the person
but we couldnt, when we did our
Investigation, we found out that they
used substandard materials to
execute the project, we also found
out that the foundation was 3ft fora
two-storey building which is wrong.

"We also found out that some of
the rods used by the builders were of
low quality, the decking itself was
not chained, there was no centre
beam, it was supposed to have a
centrebeamanda pillaratthemiddle
but it doesnt have them. They did
not use cement in casting
the first decking," the eyewitness
stated.

Meanwhile, the Rivers: State
Government has sealed the

premises of the collapsed building
and declared the property developer,
Vincent Nwoye wanted over the
tragicincident.

State Commissioner for Physical
Planning and Urban Development,
Mr Evans Bipi during an on-the-
spot inspection of the collapsed
building accused the developer of
gross negligence and default of the
extantbuildinglaws and regulations
of Rivers State.

Hedittedthe failure of the property
developer to obtain government-
approved building plan and use of
substandard materials as the cause
ofthebuilding collapseand avoidahle
death.

Govt declares

developer wanted
"We have repeatedly wamed that

-Govt declares developer wanted
“Oollapse.

if you are caught building without

- govemment-approved building plan,

will certainly face the penalty.
Yo'ElGovernment has arsxdeaéed this
in question leclared

grlgmerwamedbecauseaﬁfehas
been lost, we need to question him
to know why he chose to use
substandard materialstoexecute the
project, on why he decided to use
12mm rod fora 2 ing.

"Tt will interest the public to know
that even the property does not have
govermmentapproval, itissomething
the government will not take lightly;
we will use this developer as a
scapegoat for others to leam."

Bipialso described the incident as
one-too-many while warning
property developers to desist from
cutting comersand endangering the
lives of innocent contractors.

He said the Rivers State
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in another

Govemnment sympathizes with the
Obemavedbog family and the people of
gbogoro community over

unfortmate incident 0 0°
m;]?psstedwed{'ﬂu we were at a site of 3

ee-storey building at
Iriebe, though no life was lost in that
incident but in this case, a life was
lost here in Ogbogoro. We truly
sympathize with the family and
Ogbogoro community where the
victim resides. We are gaing to take
him to the mortuary and notify the
family, we are also going to disdose
the mortuary, so that the
members can identify and mfamﬂy
his remains for burial

"Thisshould serveasawaming
to those who build without
building plan, and to those who
build with substandard
materials."

On his part, the Commissioner
for Special Duties, Dr Samuel
Anya expressed sadnessoverthe
loss oflife in the building collapse
due to unethical and reckless
practices of the property
developer.
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