m, Kuto Abeokuta, yesterday

° 27 suspected kldnappers, gunmen

@Residents urge govt to demolish
properties used as kidnap hideouts

deared. Govemnment must ensure |
justice by tuming that place into a |
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;kllled in Enugu

By Anayo Okoli
NUGU—No fewer than 27

suspected kidnappe

'mdlm____fﬁaem
: also known as Unknown Gunmen,

People of Biafra (IPOB)

; to a police detective,
@%_&mﬂmeddownmm

i outs with security operatives.at-

vamm__@msamﬂmstatem

of the state

appealedmmegovmnrtomvoke
 the provisions of the state's criminal
; code and demolish all the property
i used by kidnappers and other
: aiminal elements as stash houses,

Nike-Opi

Spealungal Ugwuogo
a Police

 Road, y&sterday,

Supenntendent, Onochie Ezeh,

; Inan-gang ol K
Nﬂcewheeﬁlek:dnappamneda
 large poultry farm to hide their
* hostages,

' nammm,ﬂgt eserdy's
successful operation was

‘lﬁmmm{eﬁm 3

mthestatetn
from

i He said: “\Mehavebeenonthe
 trail ofthesekidnappers formorethan
three months now. They had been
tmgwnhmmxsaxxswheremey
kldnapped their victims and kept
i them at a large poultry farm at
Ogbeke Nike until ransoms were

i "So,onat from members of

thepubth)osuspededﬂlestmnge
¢ movements in the area and the
i ¢ accounts of some of the victims of
 these criminals, we swung into

: action.

"On sighting us, these men of

.theundewvorldopmedﬁleonmy

- men, and we quickly retaliated and
overpcwe:edmemwnhomsupemr

pea]ungmrﬁm Ezeh disdosed
thatthecombmedseamlytaskm
setupbytheEnuguStalegovemon
MIRaterMbah,asaalt?ghmlsquadf
 a kidnappingsand adivities o
uﬁi%] gunmen, had recorded

 milestones in policing the state and
ﬂuslungoutmnnnalelemems

‘Residents urge govt
' to demolish
- property used as

s e S S |

kidnap hideouts
Meanwhile, residents in the state
have called on Govemor Mbah to
go beyond arresting and hunting
domﬂ)elodnamelsmmvdcems
power as the chief security officer of
the state through the demolition of
all the property harbouring the

According to them, the law
empowers the state government to
demolish buildings used for kidnap
adtivities, induding hotelsand private
falities.

A senior lawyer, Ani Iheanacho,
who spoke to newsmen in Enugu,
said the state has an existing criminal
law, which was amended in 2016 to
accommodate a new section that
empowersthegovemortopulldown
structures used for kidnapping.

“We cannot continue like this, Yes,
beyond gaing after the criminals, the

governor must show both political

used as hostage holding
txmgtlmndownmspectxveof who
the owners are.”

One of the rescued kidnap
survivors, Dr Kate Pamela, said she
was traumatiaed by the ugly
experiences at the hands of the
kidnappers.

She said: “Each time I pass
through that poultry, I feel I have
been denied justice by still allowing
ittooperate. They kidnapped usand
keptustiueforﬁveday&meyevm
killed two of the victims because
their families could only afford N10
million each against the N50 million
demanded.

N that I was able
to identify the bodies of three of the
kidnappers when they were killed, I
still feel that the area should be

|
{

Govt to pull down

affected buildings
Recall that

has already been compiled

kidnapping
will be pulled down.

Secretary to the

mastatmmton'ﬁmday

by Governor Peter Mbah's

to curb crimes.

APGA alleges plot to rig Anambra LG

oo polls

By Luminous
Jannamike

BUJA—The All Progressive

d Alliance (APGA) has

— raised concemsaboutanalleged plot

by the Anambra State House of

Assembly to rig the upcoming local
govemnment polls in the state.

APGA National Chairman,

Edozie Njoku, made this allegation

at a press conference, yesterday, in

~

Abuja.

He accused the state Assembly of
tinkering with the law establishing
the Anambra State Independent
FElectoral Commission (ANSIEC) to
prevent APGA from fielding
candidates in the polls.

_/ Thepalls, scheduled for Septernber
28, will elect officials for the 21 local
govemment areas in the state,

“It is uncanny for the Anambra
State House of Assembly to have
embarked on theamendment of the
law establishing ANSIEC for the
sole purpose of denying APGA the

rightto ieldlegitimate candidatesin
LGA elections in

the forthcoming
Anambra State,” he said.

Njoku apologised to APGA
members in Ebonyi State and other
stateswherethe party s participation

government elections was
affected by the protracted leadership

members in
states where they have yet to be
recognised by state electoral
commissions that APGA would

in local

battle.
He assured party

T N>

Enugu State
said a list of buildings
whether
they be private residences or i
business premises used for :
for ransom and they

State
Govemnment, Chidiebere Onyia, :
disclosed the govemnment's threat
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explore all avenues to ensure their

rights are not trampled upon.

Yoruba community in Enugu gets first Oba

saw and decided to bring a neutral

E Yoruba community in

Enugu State has unanimously

selected Abdulazeez Adebayo as its
new traditional ruler

Adebayo, who hails from Osun,
became the first ever Oba of the
community since the history of the
Yoruba living in Enugu.

pealmgdumlgmemnmnmy S
meeting on Tuesday in Enugu, the
new traditional nulersaid that states
of Oyo, Osun, Ogun, Ondo, Ekiti,
Lagos, Kogi, and Kwara, made up
the Yoruba community in Enugu.

Adebayo revealed that the
Yoruba ethnic nationality in the state
comprised Ibadan Progressive
Union, Ede Descendants, as well as
Olateji, Ekiti, Ondo, and [lorin
Descendant Unions.

‘Today, the Ibadan Progressive
Union decided to assodate and join
the Progressive Yoruba Cormmunity
in Enugu State since whatwe have

been yeaming for many years: to
have an Oba has come true.”

On how he was chosen, Adebayo
said the process entailed looking for

somebody with a good record, good
behaviou, and who could take care
of his people.

Accordingtohim, the person must
also be trustworthy and ensure
quality representation of Yoruba

people in the state.

Explaining how the clamour for
the Yoruba in Enugu to have an
Oba started, he said some people
indicated an interest in contesting
for the position in 2018.

Adebayo added that after the
screening, a report about the
aspirants was submitted to the
Yoruba community.

“We lost about three persons in
the process of waiting to choose
who will be our Oba

“This is what the Yoruba elders

person who is trusted and [ was :

called upon to take the position.

“I came to Enugu on Feb.7, 1979,

and since then, I have lived

peacefully in the state,” he said.

While urging them for support,
love, and unity, Adebayo appealed |

to other Yoruba, who were not in the

fold, to join the community.

Inhisremarks, oneoftheaspirants,
Valentine Adesina, noted that there '
had been a leadership tussleamong

the aspirants.

‘After the general meeting, they :

agreed to have a committee that |
will look into that; we were about !
seven including me but it was

reduced to three.

“We didn't do an election but we
consicered certain critena like age
and character; and attheend of the
day, the elders came up with |

Adebayo.”



