mass ki"ings .. as security forces clamp down on Abuja protesters
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:NL(‘ calls Kaduna worst case scenario, threatens industrial action
Force Headquarters fights back, says only 7 dead
*NUJ: 21 journalists attacked
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Organwsxd Labour
fexreed o checlare an industnal
aclion to pro 1nno
ciizens i e wanton
destructon of human hives by
the police continues

¢ statement read. “With
unconfirmed reports putting
casualnes at 40+ in in two
days of manaqing the the
EndHunges protest acmoss the
country, we have sufhaent
reasons fhacked up by ﬂ?{]?;lrt‘.

and video clips) to call 10
question the professionab:sm
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‘Abuja tear gassing’
“Wiare decply saddened by
this wanton taking of hife by
t r-happy pohice
TS I Asokoo, Abuja
under the command of
Compol Bennett lgweh,
protesters  were  heard
rpuerying why the pobce wene
heellineg or war-gassing them
as they were marching
solemnly without bivakini a

!\\'nfq’
e noticcahle patterm was
that once pohee personnel
trodoesd violence, all hell
broke kosen fullitment of the
creddo that violence begets
violeme

“We pause to ask. whal
happendsd 1o all the years ol
tratmng of expenence? No
lessons learnt or was this a
case ol loss of human values
on an mdustnal scale? Don't
our police personnel walch
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‘Cops with blood
stained hands'

“For a start. we demand
that the cops with blood stains
on their hands be fished out
for app.—opn?j:e disaplinary

action itto their
commanders.
Secondly, adequate

compensations should be
paid to the [amilies of
casualties while government
should be responsible for the
treatment and rehabilitation
of the injured.

“Thirdly, all those arrested
should be released
immediately and
unconditionally.

“We commend
national leadership for
directing 1ts human nghts
commttees across the Aties
0 be viqulant. We urge them
toseeitfoitthat nooneis held
against  thewr wall n
oonnechon with the protest

On noe account agan
should the police use live
ammunition In Mmanagng
protests no matter how
ditbicult they aet

‘Days ahead'

Inthe davs ahead. we look
forward to o hetter crowd
control mechanism even as
ew dimetive fromthe 1GEP
ild sound 10 some of the
personnel as a heense to Kill
without reason

Woe wonld e momtonng
closelv as the situabon unfolds
The police as the lead-agency
vested with power and
authonty onissues of intermal
sevunty should not only lead
by fa good) example but an
insprrabion o other serviees

“However 1if the police n
sell-nahteousness consuder
this advice as
mextdlesomeness and penast
n therr slanghtern they watl be
unwitlingly  creating  a
situahion they were sy ‘]\n-ni
1o help avertin the st place
And we as members ol
omganisaed labour wall bee Telt
wilh no chosev than the moral
burden toact i protection ol
orchnary ctizens

“Wee do behieve the altumate
aodution hes with govermment,
the decisions if takes, the
compromises 1t s walling to
make i the lace of the
genmne demands by the
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» nationwide profes! in Lagos

we had stated in our
ements of July 22nd and
23md. the clearest path to a
lasting solution s for
qovernment to sit down wath
leaders of the protest_and
negotiate in good faith. Time
1s of essence as no one 1s
impressed by the sophistry of
govermnment ofhicalsurclings
or threats by the police or the
military. We are all Nigenans,
after all.”

‘Only 7 dead’

|

But, defending itself, the Woapons

Force Headquarters, said

| that, contrary to the fiqure

released by Amnesty
International claiming that
13 persons (protesters) were
kalled by secunty agencies in
the protest against hunger in
the country, only seven
persons were Klled, most of
them, victms of suicide
bombrng and car acadent

Aside the dead. tsand, atotal
of 681 cnminal elements
mostly looters who brokeinto
shops and pounced on cnocal
qovemment infr. Chune as
well wed robbers who
attacked mnocent anzens
wore amested

Force Pubhic Relatons
Ottieer ACP Muyiwa Adepln
disClosedd these ma statement,
vestenday evenas hesad, “The
ongoma protest has olwiously
umed viok W thenetor
advise Taw alwding vihizens
taking part m the protest
across  the  country  to
immedbately wathdraw fom
w’

The statement oad, “The
Nigena Nohoe Foroe hinds it
nevessary o refute a mooent
repaont publiazed by Amnesty
Intemational, which claims
that tharteen (13) indmaduals
have lost their hives due o thwe
protestsin Nigena that bogan
on Ist Auqust 2024

Amnesty International
lurther alleges that secunty

personnel  dehiberately
employad tacties designesd 1o
kil while  manaaing

gathenngs and usesd Divans
as a factical tool for prstest
management

e Nigena Tohoe Fone
wishes ln\nn\-ulmuhm wate
aconunt ohinodents on the
st two (20 days ol the
nabonwide prtests.

Terrorist attack

“In Bomo State, (our (4)
indivaduals lost thei lves and
tharty-four (34) were severely

reported dead. miraculously
ainviwed but remans in (nbc

Security forces defy
court order, disperse
protesters at MKO
Abiola Stadium
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The ¢ty appears to be
mal h cihzens
amng about thew daly
activibies )
The wwcrdent highhghts
concetns aboul  the
suppresson of free speech and
the nile of law i Nigena,
leaving many o wonider if
thear vasoes will ever be heard.

PaNestens wone ol amestind
o custdy an
uniter wveshaatton tor cleat
conRnechions W cnmnal
aclvites

Purthermone, mne @ polae
officers sustaned  vanious
deames ohmpunes dunmy attacis
by protesters,

Ve ol themwhomtally was




