3 killed in 2 attacks as gunshots rain in Owerri

ePolice raid ESN, IPOB camps in Anambra @Those

killing innocent Biafrans can't be addressed as police,
Army officers— Simon Ekpa @Suspected cultists gun
down 2 people in Awka

By Chidi Nkwopara,
Chinonso Alozie &
Emmanuel Iheaka

WERRI—Rampaging .
reportedly killed three intwo__
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businessman from Or
Ebonyi State, and the husband of

the immediate past state woman

Party, PDP

There was another round of
upheaval, yesterday, as gunshots
rented the air, in several sections of

Road, Christ Church Road and
Oguamanam Street, had dosed their
shops and scampered for safety.
Gunshots were heard by residents
of Ikenegbu Layout, Imo State
University back gate, MCC/Uratta
Road, Christina Road, Egbu and
environs, as well as Old Nekede
Road, West End, and Toronto
Junction.
. A resident told Vanguard: “The
military chased them to Owerr/
Okigwe Road, through IMSU
Junction but unfortunately, they
missed them (the hoodlums).”
Reacting to the situation, Imo

Govemment Area of Anambra State
amid a gun battle between security
operatives and men suspected tobe
members of the Eastern Security
Network, ESN, the security arm of
the Indigenous People of Biafra,
IPOB.

The incident, which reportedly
started in the earty hours of Tuesday
with sporadic shootings, created
panicand fearas residentsremained
indoorsand traders stayed away from
markets and other public places for

who pleaded anonymity told
newsmenthat theshootingincident
began in the earty hours of the night
when some security operatives
wearing masks stormed the area.
He said: “We don't know the

in the area and you know such
exercise would always come with
Jirmis)

‘As I speak, shootingsare ongoing
and people have been forced to
remain indoors. We suspect it might
be a shootout between those
suspected to be ESN members and

the security operatives. It is not yet *

dear if there is any casualty at the
moment."

Contacted, Anambra State Police
Command Public Relations Officer,
SP Tochukwu Ikenga, said: “The
situation is under control as
cdlearance operations are ongoing by
joint security operatives at Isseke
community in hiala LGA. The joint
security operatives raided some
criminal elements and hideouts of
ESN and IPOB members in the

death on Monday," she stated.

Meanwhile, the state Police
Command said it is aware of the

Another source said there were__ current state of killing and hasbeen

al

also shoofings at St Faith Cathedral -
WMM

monitoring the trend.
When the state Police

and Amawbia area, whete  Command's spokesperson, SP

one person was.also killed.

The source said: "'I'hat’ of

Amawbia saw the death of ayoung™
e and sold Shawarma _

Tochukwu Ikengawas contacted, he
said: "We are aware of these

ts,and we are currently
working onalead forpossiblearrest.”

Doy e: a
Tlose to Eke Amawbia market. — At the time of filing this report, he

~Eyewitnesses said four bullets were__said no arrests had been made.

pumped into his head, while — There have been various

et cmpard ikl

e scene of the incident is a
pole away from the State CID and
the State Police Command

Headquarters, but the gunmen
leisurely drove away without any
of policing we are receiving in
Anambra State. No matter what

happened, so long as it is not on
their facility, they just keep quiet."

incid of kill .!’1 hid
have been attributed to cultism.

Those killing
innocent Biafrans
cannot be
addressed as police,
Army officers
—Simon Ekpa

However, the Simon Ekpa-led
Biafra Republic Government in Exile
are hiding under Nigerian security
agencies to perpetrate evils in the
South-East.

Ekpa made this known, Tuesday,
inapostonhisofficial X handlewhile
reacting to some incidents in the
region, particularly Imo State.

He was particularly reacting to a
recent attack at a checkpoint near
SaveMore Market Place, Irete in
Owerri West Local Government Area
of Imo State where some security
operatives and civilians were
murdered.

According to him, "Those
neutralised in Owerri were terrorists
who killed innocent Biafran ladies
during fierce battles with Biafrans.

“People that kill and maim
not to be addressed as officers. They
are none of those names, address
them as terrorists they are.”

Nwifuru, Umahi, Elechi, Anyim, CAN,
others warn against national protest

damour for a national protest

in some quarters was in Ebonyi
State jettisoned and relegated to the
background, withtheleaders pledging
their support for the administration
of President Bola Tinubu and
S: Froncs N ot Booasi

tate.

Theleaders, whospoke wereofthe
viewthatprotestswould notonly bring
about retrogressive tendencies but

Speaking aone-day’

State Youths and Stakeholders
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address the challenges you face and
unlock your full potential

"As your governor, my
administration is committed to
addressing the challenges we face,
and we are working ti to
improve the lives of our citizens.

] d, I invite you to engage
andpeaceful channelssuchastoday’s
event. We have established these

Umahi called on the youths to shun
protests as the administratioh of
President ﬁ'I;einubu was already
addressing the challenges facing the
youths and the country atlarge.

Umahi, who x-rayed the danger
posedbythe conductand organization
of protests, assured the youths that
no one would be oppressed or look
for food in the country.

Former Govemor Martin Elechi
and former Secretary to the

govemnor have been impactful as
youths cannot afford to‘join any
protest, that will destabilize the
progress of the state.

Other speakers included
representatives of the Christian
Association of Nigeria, Market
Women, Youth Movements and
Organisations, the National Union
of Road Transport Workers, the Nigeria
Labour Congress, and NLC, among

Imo NURTW urges
mpl.msmtto

Also yesterday, the Imo State
Chaiman of the National Union of
Road Transport Workers, NURTW
Samuel Udeh enjoined members of
the union not to join the hardship

protest commending today.

He said it would cause more hamm
than good.

He gave the waming to fellow
unionists during an emergency
meeting of the State Executive
Committee, SEC, of the union, held
on Tuesday in Owerri.
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