Pregnant womanwkilled, 3 others miésing
as flood destroys Ebonyi community

BAKALIKI—A 21-year-
old pregnant woman, Mrs
Ozoemena Ugbaga, has been
confirmed dead, while three
other people are currentl
missing, following a floo
disaster that ravaged the
Inyimagu and Ekpa-Omaka
communities in Ikwo Local
Government Area of Ebonyi
State.
Confirming the incident,
Commissioner for Human
. Capital Development, Mrs Ann
Aligwe, said that apart from the
deceased, who is a mother of
three, and the missing persons,
F several others also sustained
- various degrees of injuries while
trying to escape from the flood.
Mrs Aligwe said that the state
witnessed a heavy down};lcl)ur
1 between July 18 and 20, which
1 affected various communities in
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the state. The Commissioner -

mentioned the affected
communities to _include
Unagoke, Mgbo-Mgbaja, and
Onuebia in the Onuebony1 axis

of the Izzi Local Government
Area, as well as Igbudu and
Ekpa-Omaka Communities in
the Ikwo local government area
of the State. :

“On the 18th and 19th, we
witnessed several flooded areas
in Abakaliki. We visited the areas
and discussed with the victims.
On the 20th, we witnessed
another heavy downpour that
lasted for several hours.

“All the axis of Onuebonysi,
Unagoke, Mgbo-Mgbaja and
Onuebi. We went to all the areas
to discuss and evacuated all the
victims in the area.

"When we thought that the
flood had subsided, we had a
terrible report that there was a
severe flood in Igbudu and
Ekpa-Omaka in lkwo local
government. A pregnant
woman died in the flood disaster.
We have three others missing.

""We have visited the area. We
had to use a boat to access other
Communities in the area”, the
Commissioner said.

. She noted that apart from the
farmlands that were destroyed,
gopemes were also destroyed by

e flood.

“Most of the rice, yam, and
cassava farms were all destroyed.
Unfortunately, we lost a life. We
have been urging people living
around the Waterwa¥5 to relocate
to other areas or the IDP camps”,
she added.

The Commissioner expressed
regrets that despite the

‘sensitisation and enlightenment

programmes by the state
overnment for people to relocate,
e people did not adhere to the
warnings.
“We never knew we would
have such a sad story,” she
lamented.

Lions Club trains secondary
school students on waste mgt,



