Bandlts assemble Benue villagers,

to have gained
prominence for terrorising
residents of the Sankera
_ Gl the state
“comprising Katsina-Ala,

T
.

i shoot 18 dead
D By Peter Duru said
S O fewer than 18

3 persons have heen axis
- repor_te__dl “killed by ¢

2 SprE’CT? armed bandits

ache Con1n111n1§L of
l -Ala Local
] SGovernment Area, LGA, of
“Benue State.
unday Vanguard
. gathered that the bandits
stormed the community
s Friday night at about
> 11pm and dragged their
| victims from their homes
. to a spot where they were
;  all shot dead while some
- escaped with injuries.
The perpetrators were

_Ukum and Logo LGAs.

Confirming the attack,
_the  Katsina-Ala LGA

Chairman, J ustine Shaku,

“described them as
terrorists, saying: "At
about 11 pm yesterday
(Friday)

distress call from the
villagers that some group
of terrorists had
mobilised themselves and
moved from house to
house forcing people to
follow them.

ar NNPC'’s strategic goals

the principles of diversity
| and inclusion as well as

performance based career
,  progression via a
transparent process.

"We also noted that
limited information is in the
public domain on NNPC's
operations since transition
to a private commercial
entity. This has led to
misleading commentary
which we believe is not in
tandem with the strides
achieved by the company.

"We empathise with the
management team over the
state of onshore
operations with over seven
thousand illegal refineries
destroyed and
: thousand il

over five
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activities hindering oil and
gas  exploration and
production in Nigeria must
be sanctioned.

"We appreciate that the
PIA has made prov151ons
for the Host communities'
development and also
provided for sustainable
funding. We trust that
Government Securit
Agencies will do the needﬁﬁ
and ensure that crude oil
theft, illegal refining and
activities of pipeline
vandals are stopped to
allow for investment and
growth of Nigeria's oil and
gas sector.

"We Ppremate the
support that all tlel‘b of
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"I quickly mobilised the
military officers that in Tor
Doonga and, bheing g
remote area, b( :fore the
could I’(’d(h there, the
people had been klll?d
and some wounded._

Friday night, I was told it -

was 17 péﬁéb’is_rtémt_wgm\
“killed; foday, bodies
“haveé been confirmed —
—dead. All of them were

we received a—'""Ess'emBIT”_—Wr
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ey are local
torriorsts. I no longer call
them bandits because I
am seeing elements of
terrorism in their
activities. Though they
have external forces, they
are terriorsts within. There
are those sponsoring and
helping them to
perpetrate the acts. The
locals are majorly the
people who are doing it."
Contacted, Special
Adviser to the Governor
on Internal Security, Chief
Joseph Har, confirmed the
development, noting that
he was yet to receive full
details of what happened.
Meanwhile, the State
Police Command, in a
terse statement by its
Public Relations Officel,
Superintendent Catherine
Anene, confirmed the
Incident.
The statement read: "The
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