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O persons were

feared dead yester-

day in Rivers Slate as

youths besieged the head-

quarters of many local gov-

emment areas, following

the expiration of tenure of

chairmen of the 23 LGAs in
the state.

This is coming as the
state governor, Sir Simini-
alayi Fubara, thanked the
ex-chairmen for their ser-
vice and directed the
Heads of Local emment
Administration in the 23
LGAs to lake charge of the
administration in their var-
ious LGAs.

Fubara also assured resi-
dents that he will fearless-
ly lead the way to ensure
that peace continues to pre-
vail in the slate, while also
protecting all patriotic sup-
porters [or standing on the
path of truth.

Reacting to the crisis in
the state, elder statesman,
Chief Edwin Clark, blamed

former Governor Nyesom
Wike for the precarious sit-
uation in the state, insist-
ing that “"Godfatherism
must die in Rivers.”

Police confirm
killing of cop,
vigilante mem-
ber in Rivers
LGA crisis
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ROBOTICS — From left: Director, Terrhaptic Robolic Faclory, Dr Nnamdi Chife; Chief Operating Olficer, Engr. Maxwell Maduka and
Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Nathaniel Nwachuku during the official launch of Terrhaptic Robotic Factory in Abuja at the weekend.
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Mayhem in Rivers as Wike, Fubara feud

*Police confirm killing of cop, vigilante member *Ex-council
boss chased out, Wike's statue, billboards, pulled down * Fubara
directs HLGAs lo take over LGA administration *Clark insists
godfatherism must end in Rivers

spills to

ex-local council chairmen
vowed to remain in office,
citing an amended local
government council law by
the embattled 27 lawmak-
ers loyal to former Gover-
nor Nyesom Wike, which
empowered them to remain

tenure.

Meanwhile, the Policein _in office for six months af-
Fivers State last night con._ter the expiration of their

0 people

esterday,
The Police Public Rela-
tions Officer of the Com-
mand, Grace Iringe-Koko,
a Superintendent of Police,
who confirmed this in Port
Harcourt, said investigation
into the killings has com-
menced.
Iringe-Koko said: "Fol-
lowin,

owing_the breakdown
law and order in the vari-_
ousl

firmed thaf

cil secretariats in Rivers

S

Although the law had
been repealed by the State
High Court, some of the ex-
chairmen threatened to re-
main in office, raising ten-
sion of a likely breakdown
of law and order.

To forestall the anticipat-
ed breakdown of law and
order, Governor Fubara in

1-of_.an early moming broadcast

yesterday, thanked the ex-
chairmen for their service
and directed the Heads of
Local Government Admin-

late where supporters of i o the 23 LGAs to

clashed over the tenure of

case of deathwasrecorded *
t :

M@%@,
LGA. where a Police officer

i were killed.

take charge of the admin-
istration in their various
dormains.

He said: “On behalf of the
Government and the peo-
ple of Rives State, [ thank

"To forestall more blood- _you all for your sacrifices

shed and preventa further

breakdo f law and or-
er, the Police have taken

oyer all the 23 council sec-
retariats and some critical
government infrastructure
1n the state. Conventional
police officers and anti-riot
police officers have been
deployed to these facilities.

“While urging all
groups and individuals to
be law-abiding, the Com-
mand also warms anyone
who intends to cause may-~
hem as we will not hesitate
toimpose the full weight of
the law on them.

"We alsowish toask the
law-abiding residents and
visitors in the state lo go
about their lawful business-
es without fear. We are re-
solved to carry out our con-
stitutional duty of protect-
ing lives and property.”

The political tension in
Rivers had heightened on
Monday as some of the 23

and commend your com-
mitment lo public service
and our dear Rivers State,
I congratulate you all for the
successful completion of
your tenure and wish you
well in your future endeav-

OfS........
"Heads of Local Govern-
ment Administration (HL-
GAS) are hereby directed
to immediately take charge
of the Councils with re-
newed vigor and readiness
to serve and await further
directives as we navigate
towards even greater ac-
complishments together.”

Youths
protest,take over
LG secretariats

Despite the governor's
broadcast, some of the ex-
council chairmen were re-
ported to have attempted to
resume work at their coun-
cil secretariats but were
chased out by youths.

LG HQs

Atthe Port Harcourt City
LGA Council Secrelariat,
the ex-chairman, Thundah,
was reported to have tried
to gain access to the secre-
tariat with his retinue of
security personnel but was
prevented by youths who
invaded the council .

Despite sporadic gun-
shots by the security per-
sonnel, the youths stood
their ground. It was also
learned that there were
shootings at Obio/Akpor,
Emohua, Eleme, Khana
and Omuma LGAs by uni-
dentified persons.

At Eleme Local Govern-
ment Area, youths occu-
pied the council secretari-
at, stating that the gover-
nor was the only authority
they knew.

The youths reportedly
chased away all council of-
ficials who were opposed to
the directive issued by the
governor

In their hundreds, the
youths moved round the
council premises, stating
that they would not allow
anyone to take away what
belonged to the council.

Protesting
youths pull down
Wike's statue

At OhiofAkpor the LGA, the
protesting youths pulled down
the statue of the Minister ol
the Federal Capital Territory,
Chief Nyesom Wike.

The angry youlhs also
pulled down billboards and
banners that had the image
of Wike and the outgone
Chairman of Obio/Akpor Lo-
cal Government Area, Barr.
George Ariolu, within Lhe
council premises.

In a viral video sighted by
our correspondents, youths
were seen struggling to drag
the statue down.

Some of the protesters who
trooped into the secretarial,
joined forces and pulled the
slatue [rom its base, stating
that the minister was no long-
erneeded there,

@WO die in

Omuma

At least two_persons, a-pe-
liceman attached to a politi-
cian and a vigilante member.—
“who was among the protest-
ers at Omuma council secre-

—tariat were reportedly shot
dead during the protest.

A source in the area said a
policeman attached to a pol-
itician in the area had shot
the vigilante member who
was among the Pro-Fubara
protesters, adding that his
men (vigilate members) retal-
iated and shot a policeman.

Another source claimed that
it was the vigilante members
that shot the policeman be-
fore furious security men at-
tached to a pro-Wike politi-
cian fired back and killed the
local security member

Fubara sum-
mons emergency

security meeting

Following reported threat
by some ofthe ex-chairmen to
stage a comeback, Fubara
yesterday summoned an
emerngence meeting where he
restated his commitment to
protect residents of the state.

The governor, who later ad-
dressed journalists after the
meeting, said: "It's really un-
fortunate that we started hear-
ing some disturbing news
from some LGAs of invasion
of council secretariats, and it
is really unfortunate. So, we
have called the security coun-
cil meeting, so the needful will
be done.

“We are also aware that our
enemy is planning a lot of
things. But we will not fall into
that plol, We will not also al-
low him or them to destroy
the peace we are enjoying in
lhe state.”

He assured that he would
be fearless in leading the way
to ensure that peace contin-
ues to prevail in the state,
while also protecting all pa-
triotic supporters for their
stand on Lhe path of truth,

The governor vowed that no
grand plan to arrest any of his
palriolic supporters on
trumped-up charges would be
tolerated, adding that his ad-
ministration would lake every
positive step to maintain law
and order in the state.

Governor Fubara stated

that there was no extension of
tenure of elected Jocal govern-
ment chairmen, adding that
the law was unambiguous
about it, clanfying that the
court had also affirmed the
position of the law.

“I'm also aware that there is
a grand plan to come and ar-
rest some of our supporters.
This time around, you have to
pass through me to amest
them because I don't think
there is anything any of those
people following us has done.
Rather, they are standing on
the side of truth.

“If it will cost us our lives
to stand on the part of truth,
we will do that. And I will be
the one that will lead the
course. Let me assure every-
one, especially the great and
peace- loving people of Riv-
ers State: the law is the law:
The law has said that there is
no extension of tenure.

"The court said so, and who-
everis assuring anybody any-
where of whatever, I advise
them to desist from it because
peace is what we need in this
state. ] assure everyone of you
that whatever it takes to make
sure that we maintain peace
and order, we are not going
back on that.”

Ex LGA chair-
man accuses
Fubara, CoS of
instigating may-
hem

Meanwhile, the former
council chairman of Tkwerme
local government area, Dr.
Samuel Nwanosike, yester-
day accused Fubara and his
Chiefof Stalf, Edison Ehie, of
hiring cultists and qunmen to
cause mayhem in the 23 lo-
cal government councils,

Nwanosike alleged that the
governor and Edison spon-
sored %unmon and cultists to
unleash terror on the people
of the state, adding that the
people of Ikwerre local gov-
emment area will wait for the
decision of the Appeal Court
which earlier ruled that the
slatus quoin the matter should
remain,

He said: “They went and
hired cultists, shooting and
looting council properties in
the name of governing a state.

They even shot the pobice. Is
this the best for democracy!

“We are calling on Mt Pres-
ident that this 1s the time to
uphold the constitution of Ni-
gena. Governor Fubara has
brought insecunty full blown
into Rivers state.”

But reacting to the allega-

tion, the Commuissioner for
information and Communi-
cation, Wansenibo Johnson
said the former chairman was
merely trying to be dever by
half, noting that there was no
shooting anywhere in the state
asalleged.
“His allegations or daims
are very funny. We are not in
any desperate mode to take
over any coundl in the state.
The constitution is very clear
on this matter It says thatany
law that is enacted at the low-
erlevel cannot supersede the
constitution of the country.

“The judgment of Justice
D.G. Kio of the state High
Court is there for everybody
to make references. The law
No 2 that they made had been
expunged and is not only in-
valid but is nonexistent. About
nsecunity in the state, you can
see that Rivers State is very
peaceful. There is no gqunshot
anywhere," he said.

Clark blames
Wike for Rivers
Crisis

Reacting to the crisis in the
state yesterday, elder states-
man, Chief Edwin Clark,
blamed Wike for the political
tension in Rivers, stating that
he should tace his job at Fed-
cral Capital Terntory, FCT,
and allow Fubara to govemn
Rivers.

He said: "Politics of mad-
nessin Rivers State was start-
ed by Wike and his predeces-
sor. They don't care about oth-
erpeople. So Wike should stay
in Abuja to do his job.

"Let the young man rule his
place. People said Wike made
Fubara governor, yes, that is
true. The man has acknowl-
edged it. But he says, I can't
worship a human being that [
will worship God to show ap-
Preciation.

"But Wike said worship God
through me. The man said no.
Thatis the problem they have.
Godfaherism has to stop in
that state. "



