One dies as fuel
hawkers, Show
Boys clash in
Lagos

By Oritsegbemi Eghoro
& Grace Okpaneka

violent confrontation occurred,
Aye; , between diesel hawkers
m as ‘Show Boys'af _

and a group !
et

severalothersinjured.

“There weredifferent accountsonhow
the fight broke out. A_version of the
account said the clash allegedly ~

fromadispute overthesaleof _
adulterafed pefrol

T According o eyewitnesses, a customer
who purchased diesel from a roadside
‘hawker refumed, accusing the hawker
of selling oil instead of diesel. The
argument escalated to fight, during
which dangerousobjeds were used.

One of them, who gave his identity
simply as Sheu, said: “They (hawkers)
sold peirol for N3,500 and N4,500 for

five lifres of pefrol to people who are
Fuslerstoo. They weretoldon Monday

fobring down the price sincethey were _

Another eye wimess, who gave his
namesimply as Shamsudeen, said: "The
fight was between people selling diesel
by the road side and Show Boys. Some
of the hawkers had their product

destroyed inthe process. Itwas abloody
ai%i, but I can't say how many ofthem

Three commerdial bus drivers told
our correspondent that one person was
killed.

He said: “We could not operate at
Mile 2 for close to one hour because
the warring factions were at the
opposite sides of the road hauling
stones and broken bottles at
themselves. We did not want to be
caught in the crossfire."

While a source claimed that two
to three fatalities were recorded,
others claimed more than three
lives were lost. However, the exact
number of casualties was
unconfirmed at press time.

The brawl was eventually brought
under control by a team of policemen
from Area '"H' Command Festac, who
restored normalcy to the area.

Attempts to arrest two members of
one of the factions were reportedly met
With resistance, as they claimed they
were not involved in the fight.

‘The incident caused a temporary

STuption in commercial activities,
With bus drivers avoiding the area.



