Okuama-Ewu: Over 12 residents trapped in forests die of hunger,
sickness
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By Emma Amaize, Regional Editor, South-South, Henry Ojelu, Akpokona
Omafuaire, Ochuko Akuopha & Damilola Adebiyi

ASABA— More than 12 residents of Okuama-Ewu community in Ughelli South
Local Government Area of Delta State, trapped in the forests since last month, in
the aftermath of troops’ invasion of the riverine settlement over the killing of 17
military officers and men have died of starvation, ill health, and snake bites.

This came on a day human rights activist, Femi Falana, SAN, wrote the Attorney
General of the Federation and Minister of Justice, Lateef Fagbemi, SAN,
demanding the transfer of investigation of the incident in the community to the
Police.

This is even as the governor of Delta State, Sheriff Oborevwori, yesterday
inaugurated an Internally Displaced Persons, IDPs, management committee to
resettle and rehabilitate the displaced villagers.

A former editor of The Guardian Newspapers and an Urhobo leader, Mr. Abraham
Ogbodo, leads the IDP management committee as Chairman; the Director of
Personnel Management, DPM, Ughelli South Local Government Area, Chief Austin
Emaduku, will serve as Secretary.

Other members include former Managing Director of the Niger Delta Development
Commission, NDDC, Senator Emmanuel Aguariavwodo, Festus Utuama, Reuben
Izeze, Commissioner for Works (Highways and Urban Roads), Dr. Richard Kofi,
Chief Oviri Uto, Josephine Oduaran, Obukohwo Henry Ediyo, Karo Ovemeso, and
Austin Ohwofaria, who is the camp commandant.
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