In fresh attacks, 8 police officers killed in Delta, Imo >

*6 missing in action

*5 suspected assailants arrested as manhunt for killers launched

By Kingsley Omonobi,
Abuja & By Chinonso
Alozie, Imo
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The 1aurder of two other
lice officers in Imo State
rings to eight the number of
officers killed at the weekend.
*A statement by the Force
Public Relations Officer, ACP
Muyiwa Adejobi, said the
bodies of the slain officers had
been recovered after fierce
search by a combined team
of policemen and other secu-
rity outfits while the focus is
on the search for the missing

ones.

The families of the deceased
men, according to Adejobi,
had been n
r’(’le!ggaggge offi Inspect

cers as or

Abe Olubunmi (IRT) enlisted
on 1st August, 2003; Insaec-
tor Friday Irorere (51 PMEF)
enlisted on lstJanua%ZOOIB;
Sergeant Kuden Elisha (51
Pbﬂ; enlisted on 17th Octo-
ber, 2011; Sergeant A
Aniette (51 Plle? enlisted on
17th October, 2011; Sergeant
Ayere Paul (IR’la enlisted on
lyth October, 2011; and Ser-

eant Ejemito Friday (51
ng-Qoelnixstl' ed on 17th Octo-

“The officers currently miss-
ing-in-action include Inspec-
tor Onoja Daniel enlisted 1st
February, 2003; Inspector
Onogho Felix enlisted on 1st
January, 2004; Inspector
Emmanuel Okoroafor enlist-
ed 1st April, 2004; Inspector
Joel Hamidu enlisted 1st June
2006, Sergeant Moses Edu-
vie enlisted 17th October,
2011, all of 51 PMF; and Ser-
geant C¥ri] Okorie (SWAT)
enlisted 17th October, 2011",
the statement said.

the names of the

astating loss of six (6) coura-
geous officers in Delta State
who exhibited exceptional
;ryalour in the face of adversi-
“These brave officers tragi-
fell victim to a
ush by armed assailants
while m)denﬁzlnhggg mission to
investigate the ce
andmeofthneeg their col-
lsgg:a in the Ohoro Forest,
State, while six (6) others
are currently missing-in-ac-
tion.

“Our hearts extend tothe fam-
ilies, friends, and colleagrues of
the fallen officers during this
period of profound sorrow.

‘We stand in solidarity with

them, our deepest con-
dolengg%eanmlypra i
g)r the peaceful repose of the

urthermore, the Nigeria
Police Force is committed to
honouring the memory of our
fallen heroes by recognizin
their bravery, dedication, an
sacrifice. - §
“In accordance with this
commitment, mtlilce $glmll
umo e
gf?c%rs meSly their noble service
and ultimate sacrifice at the
Nigeria Police Awards and
Commendations Ceremonx
scheduled for April 5th, 202
in
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Police, IGP Kayode Adeolu
kun has taken decisive
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e families of the fallen of-
ficers, aiming to alleviate any
financial burdens they may
encounter in this challenging
time. “Similarly, immediate
measures have been initiated
to ensure that justice is served

swiftly and the tors of
this abhorrent crime are
brought to justice.

“The Inspector General of
Police has mandated the de-
ployment of all n re-
sources and personnel to a|
B_ﬁashend those nsible for

is senseless g of our
officers.
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"It is ount to under-
score that contrary to
ceived notions in some
ters, the Nigeria Police Foy
is committed to respon
decisively to the loss of its of-
ficers and men as a result of
the many unforeseen hazards
associated with ourjob dueto
the dynamics of cnmes and
criminality globall

“Recent incidents, such as
the murder of SP Angbashim
in Rivers State, where the per-

rs have been pai -
ingly traced to their hideou
and decimated during the ex-
change of gunfire with gallant
operatives of the Force is a
vital pointer.

“Notable also is the swift
and robust response to the at-
tack on the Police Command
Headquarters in Adamawa
St%teD gé]e one InspectorJeln-
cob Daniel was gruesome!
murdered, which g followez
by a visit to Adamawa State
by the IGP, and timeous re-
sponse by Mr. President upon
being briefed.

"B , efforts were inten-
sified in that regard to seek re-
dress and ensure sanctions for
the attackers.

"The Nigeria Pc(:ilice Force
uneqmvomtly condemns an
further assaults on Police OX
ficers and other law enforce-
ment personnel who selflessly
dedicate themselves to safe-

arding the lives and proper-

of all citizens.

"He reiterated the NPF's
dedication to upholding law
and order, and urged officers
to remain resolute in the dis-
charge of their lawful duties,
ug(sieterred by such cowardly
iy .

"Smgl:drl ,individualsand
groups pedadling unnecessary
and insensitive publications
being cxrculatgda n tht% media
space are urged not to make
light of this loss to the NPF but
to alympathme with the police
in these sorrowful times.

"The Inspector General of
Police assured police officers
and men, as well as the public
th_atnpeffonwillbesparedin
bringing the perpetrators of

this heinous act to justice as
the killers have murdered
sleep and will be tracked
down to account for their rep-
rehensible acts.

“He called upon well-mean-
ing members of the public to
collaborate with the Nigeria
Police Force by providing an
pertinent information tha
may aid in the apprehension

of the perpetrators.

"Together, we will ensure

thatjustice is served and peace

e State Police ic Rela- Vi
tions Officer, PPRO, Henry
Okoye, who confirmed the inci-

dent in a statement in Owerri,
said the Commissioner of Po-
lice in the state, Aboki Danju-
ma, has tasked operatives to

leave no stone untumed in en-
ing that the of
the were arrested

and made to face the full wrath
of the law.
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INSECURITY: Please release

By Chidi Nkwopara

e President, Catholic

4 Bishops Conference of
Nigeria, CBCN, Rev. Lucius
has President Bola

of Bi IPo
S Thomas bt
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dral, Orly, Imo State.
ing to the cleric, releas-

the South-East with its co;
of positive impact on the entire

His words: “With the spiking
peopl here e e,
were to

here for this ordination cere-

° were committ

- Bishop begs Tinubu

bemd use of the sit-at-home or-
er.

..."Likewise, many poor fam-
ilies that eat from hand to
mouth, go to sleep at night
with empty stomachs every
Monday, on account of the sit-
at-home order, which com-
pels them to stay indoors, out
of fear of losing their lives or

pro ;

&e txltuys period of economic
downturn, when most fami-
hes(t;av:z to struggle hard ev-
ery day to survive, we request
the Federal Government to
seriously address the Monday
sit-at-home order, which is
fuelled b?' the continued de-
tention of Kanu.

“The Supreme Court had
on December 15, 2023, ruled
that ‘Even though illegalities
with the de-



