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Killings in Alhom as struggle
ownership of oil rich Stubbs gets

messier

By Egufe Yafugborhi
& Chioma Onuegbu

Lingening conflict between the Ekids
gtoplr- across Eket and Esit Eket local
sovernment Areas (LGA) gl_]id no
LGA neighbours over ownership of ol fich |
"'Stubbsl("mk in Ak\rg ]i)’?m slate got messier |
as violence erupte onda owing lo |
Tuesday. e g )
What youths from Eket , Esit Eket, Onna,
Mkpat Enin and Ikot Abasi LGAs professed
as "peaceful demonstration” under the
platform of Coalition of Aboriginal Coastland
Communuties, tumed ma rg]em, leading to
buming of houses and armed attacks on Ibeno
residents.
As at the time of
filing this report, two

Persons re
m‘lﬂimpg’uﬁny the
“anack, bul the gl.a.le
“Policé Command said

it could not confirm
fatahties withoul seeing

corpse:
Police Public
Relations Officer, SP
Odiko MacDon,
asserted, “The
Command cannol
confirm any loss of life
for now because no dead
has been seen.
“However, the
Command_ hereby
confirms that some
Persons were injured
and are receiving
treatmenit. Some houses
were bumt and access
route barricaded but as
at now, no o
a large extent been
restored’
Inscription on some of
the placards flown by the
the

protesters read:
yment of

demand for

immediate

the blocks damaged Ibeno
in Esit Urua land”, “BUA Refinery and
Petrochemical Lid are trespassers, leave our
land alone”.

The youths had abead of the protest blame
the conflict over failure of the state government
o imphernent the New Map of Akwa Tbom
state that sparked controversy across the state
last year (2023) o o

The statement signed by Dr Samuel
Udonsak reads in par, "On Wednesday, 7th
February, 2024, at about 10 am, Mr Stephen
Imoh Ekpe, an indigene of Esit Urua, had
about 7000 moulded blocks at his building
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f mayhem

site in Esit Urua destroyed by Ibeno youths.
"The Eket LGA Transition Chairman, who
went to inspect the damage, was assaulled by

Ibeno youths in presence of security agents,
The Aboriginal LGAs are aggrieved that
access roads to the Atlantic shoreline are
crealed on our land for the seltlers while we
are denied same, further balkanising our land
for settlers to grab. We have had enough.
“There is so much viclimisation on us in our
land. We have to seek justice, and we have to
do so now. Effective 3amn loday, the Coalition
of Aboriginal Coastal LGAs has imposed a
total blockade on settlers. Our roads are

|

cNsS_

——

for

thesrefore no longer available
for their use .

“In the rl.:ys 10 come we
wonld jrresen T MAnimum
irreducible demands for
compliance. We make it \«‘"7
clear, that though
ExxonMobil, Sterling (Jil.
BUA, ete pretend not 1o be
located on our land and
connive with settlers to
oppress us, this action has
nnnlinq to do with them

"We repeat, that this is a

ecaceful protest in
urtherance to obtain justice
for our forebears and justice
for our generations unbomn. The State
Government is very much informed of
the facts and had failed to stand up to
defend truth and justice. We want justice
and those in power know that It's time
for it to act. The time is now"

The government, reacting through the
Commissioner for Information, Ini
Ememobong, pointed that the accusers
were acting out of ignorance as the state
would do nothing in support or against
the said Map for obvious reasons.

Ini, calling Eket Nation/Ibeno people

to let peace reign, admonished
traditional and political leaders to act
as enablers of peace and not catalysts
of conflict, as history is capturing the
dramatis personae of the crisis.

He stated, “The Government of Akwa
lhom has advised all parties to the
conflictwhich led to the recent blockage
ofthe Eket/Ibeno highway to allow peace
L;elgn, to ﬁmd loss of lives and damage

0 proj 3
‘PW ile the
Government
recognizes
that this
conflict is
rooted in
heritage
claims which
date back to pre-
independence
times, it 1s
constrained by
the subsisting
court actions on
the same subject
malter.

"It is  the
position of the
state Government  that until all these cases
are resolved, nothing will be done in support
or uqum].t.l lllw m

‘Map. In the interim, we urge all parties to
either await the {ucl(_]vm(‘nlrg( the‘(‘um‘t. ::r
explore peaceful means in resolving their

E il 3 _S-hkeholdm‘aﬂnnd

isues  cament will ot surrende,

> @

uty of protecting lives and pro,,
’m:::;v rn.wym ! onsequently, the ),Ml_:nr;y,
A t/mo Eno, has ‘directeq "

pastor

¢ ymmissiont r for Internal See ur"y [

1 ways to interface with secunty aqg, ‘fi
M,';' ;:-'n' ’rhom on red alert to hang l-;n:,?"
!‘I’qurg situation that may arise 'h""'f"ﬂn y
- MMeanwhile, 2 trendin g video over the cr
enpuoped the reason for the February op, Protes
5 blex kade of the only two access g, o
i'l';--nn was 10 coeree Governot Umne . b
implernent the recommmendations of the. an;
[barn state Elders Council Commitiee which
s acgainst the Law and 0 the detriment of '
[twerio people and the entiee local governpe,
[t noted that “at about 4pm same Mond,,
'mmeen om Uniformn suspected 1 be govern,
forces arrived the scene, teargassed ypo
onlaokers and the protesters alike, Dy -
{he protesters and access o [beno "_:P"'-ffﬂq
“Ahcut Bpm when the Men in Uniform je
the Eket and Esit Eket armed Protesten.
advanced into [wuoc hang C Ommunty
Ibeno LGA, fired shots ‘V"“‘dimﬂy
raised down some residential buildy
and husiness places. In all these [he.
people still remained calm and lay,
ading
Findings revealed that Fou
Gospel Church, I'wuochang i Theno wag
among the structures torched during the
attack.
An indigene of Ibeno commu Mr
Asuquo wondered why the co ‘s .
Abonginal Coastland communities cf

that they were on_ a peacefy
demonstration to persuade the governgr
10 heed ther dema and ye! went ahead

to cause violence on law tizens,
“When you go to block access roads
stop people from goug to ther nommal
businesses, %&mn ing economic
activities, burmt n s houses. and
Churches you cannot call that a peaceful
demonstration”, Asuquo lamented
The Transition commiftee charman
of Theno visited victims of the atack &
the Hospital on Tuesday, with some of
them left with deep matchet cuts, on the
stomach, fore and other dangerous

Although the land tussle has ngered
over the decades, the current ag
over the ownership as usual starfed since
BUA company decided to establish a
refinery on theland.

Also worned over the violent attack. 2
lawyer and indigene of [beno prvy ©
the lingenng struggle, Diamoand
Ak ika. noted that if 1S only whenever
any company indicates integest to mvest
in the land that the Fkads (Eket and Est
Eket LGAs) will resume agitation over the

ownershi

in to invest
that is when
they wall start
saying, you
must  pay

compensabon
to Eket
people.

(Ekids) are

the original owners. .
“That is how they have succeeded in chasing
away so many companies that would have
mvested on the land over the years. How can
you own a land in another persons Local
government?”, Akpanika quened.



