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 Tension as hoodlums behead policeman in A-lbom
| By Egufe Yafugborhi |
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a source, caused most of the
i residents and passersby torun

for safety.
] State Police Public
Relations Officer, Mr. Odiko
MacDon, who confirmed the
incident, said: "We have
received that information and
it is an unfortunate situation.

“Already, investigation 1s
ongoing and we are
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victim, shooting sporadically.
The shooting, according to

Olalekan was arraigned,
yesterday, on 11-count charge
but his counsel, Edmund
Biriomoni, challenged the
jurisdiction of the court to
entertain the case.

When the matter was called,
Binomoni objected that the
defendant cannot be docked

as the court lacked
jurisdiction to take his pleas
on some of the counts in the
charge sheet.

‘The counsel, said: '‘"We were
served with an 11-count
charge. We are challenging
the jurisdiction of the court to
entertain the matter. We are
challenging the jurisdiction of
the court to take the plea of
the defendant on counts four
to eight which bother on
murder.

"We filed a preliminary
objection to the first charge
that has murder from number
one lo four, however, the
prosecutor substituted the
charge, changing the
ordenng of the counts.”

The prosecutor, Umar Alli,
has earlier prayed the court
to withdraw a charge dated
October 16, 2023, before itand
substitute it with a charge
dated January 31, 2024,
contending that objection can
only be raised after the plea
had been taken.

After the withdrawal and
substitution of the charge,
counsel to the defendant also
withdrew the preliminary
objection to the first charge.

Justice Ayoola, thereafter
ordered the remand of the
defendantin le-Ife pnison and
directed hus counsel to file his
objection.

The court subsequently
adjoumned the case to March

5
More Nigerians seeking asylum in Belgium

—Rosemont

"Oncein Belgium, they appty
for asylum, but it makes httle

‘According to recent statishics
from the Belgian authorities, the



