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Imo protest: One feared

oz €A, Others injured,
it Ajaero brutalised

—the ongoing Oranied Labour ~ ® L@bOUr alleges attempted assassination
E"‘ﬁ“ﬁg@mﬁmﬂhugs unleash mayhem on Labour leaders,
—Tabour Teades and- b

other protesters
rotesters, smashin

M cards among other
valuables from labour leaders

“We have put our members
and others that had gathered at auosthecol‘l’mryonalenfora
the NLC State secretariat to nationwide strike if Uzodimma
begmhel:g;ed{ﬂedpm&wer continues with this uncivilized,

The NLC u}{residem other ad A l
national leaders of NLC and and brutalization of labour
their Trade Union Congress of leaders and workers of the state.

ia, TUC, coun

were
atthe State Secretariat in Owerri
to begin the planned protest

hides "9 CP |ed attack, Labour alleges
—eWe‘ve no hand in Ajaero’s arrest

—Gowvt

The workers of Imo State must 1
be freed. We are determined to
free the state workers because |

ah&%;)fstrike%oday(lhu:sdq] injury to one is injury to all.” 1

ﬁ e “Z‘I.‘Sf;g others kd,a{‘itime workers |

perceived sins of Imo State 1€ . e l

government agai i Condemning the brutalization

the sm: nt against workers in of NLC President and others, |
Among alleged sins of the Imo

State government include
refusal to implement previous
agreements, outstanding salary
arrears, unjust declaration of
workers as ghost workers,
destruction of NLC state
secretariat, implementation of

to) & were brutally attacked, I
gratuity ane?zspay o mpsid . & ‘ sustaining grave injuries and ]
Others are non-compliance -*The brutalized NLC President, Ajaero 10sing valuables such as their i
with National Minimum Wage, (middle), flanked by other Labour officials, ~Phones money and important
intimidation and harassment of ~ after his ordeal. pgrers ;
trade union leaders, use of : Ml&ﬁ;}ateg:gm. Pxe:ddent ? t l
violence and thuggery, the inci 's Assi : : N, Prince ewale
misappropriation of union ey, GemmIQdSeum:yem saryand Coigfof  Feeral MeticalCenre Overt, ~ Adeyenys, among others, said |
declaration of pensioners as Staffto the NLC president, Chris Where he is receiving medical e A adeuin the | 1
ghosts, systematic harassment ~ Onyeka said he was standing Sarhon: vxmolenlst attahmck omn memmm,mms =
and intimidation of workforce, wit¥1e Ajaero when he was oS s - thoroughly, " oficedl o s |
resistance to social dialogueand  brutalized and arrested, brutalized, his right eye at the SO0 It vaacs ot e premises i
collective bargaining, "As workers were gathering to tine of conlact was completely | 3 the siate secxed)tanaamt ownef thme
interference with workers' protest their maltreatment by shut. Ajaero, who spoke little, NLC Imo State ct i
processes. the state government in Oweri, fiaied (hat immediakely after his harm and loss gnevpmmbodﬂy /
Trouble started at about 8 am  Imo State and the President of ~ 2T°Sk he Was beaten up and e abgial
whenworkerswere troopingint  NLC was about tg s o, blind-folded and taken fo an Property including money, and |
foe sate Sectetariat of the NLC - workers, the Polce cameamidst - LKUOWR destination where  phones. exnps the |
for the protest, when suddenly  attacks by th toarrest Ajaero, more pmhhsnon took place, 1 also cond ns the
thugs in about 10 mini-buses  "Thugs first attacked ~SOetimes with bottles. His ~arbitrary arrest and illegal |
i with 24 and dragged Ajaero from the phones, money and other detention of the President of 1
stormed the Secretariat and  platform before Police came to N effects were taken from Comradg 0 Nueso'by
atacked labour leaders, workers ~ arrest him along with anotfier .. 40d have not been Imo State Police Command. |
and chased them away senior official of the NLC." returned to him." s buse of power is |
It was a rowdy sight as union _Speaking to Vanguard, NLC's unwarranted, illegal and
leaders and Journalists General Secretary, Emma that Ajaero, who has been on a ?ownnght inimical to the
e e : Ugbaja, alleged that the Stato neck collar with weals all over ~ foundational tenets  of 1
However, .the workers Commissioner of Police led the e skin, had been - eferred for s mmlmq and its attendant
reassembled at the Secretariat ~attack under the instructions of ~ OPRthalmic investigation, a e !
but this time led by the NLC the state government. headfbrain scan, a full body ~_Itis pertinent to note that the |
president and General Secretary, He claimed that the SC3and cervicel spinet ' gﬂwfolgmassdemonmnm 1
Emma Ugboajatocommencethe ~ government had mobilized "his 2019 other investigations, vl by the NLC is as
protest. thugs” as early as 6am and took umate as it is necessary to ||
It was gathered that as Ajaero - overthe area, noti "when they NUPENG the the ordinary citizens of |
was about to address the (thugs) saw the (NLC) threatens - b e Who are under the
gathering, a team of armed President, the CP led the thugs 3 . ondage ' of the state i
Policemen and hooded men in  into the place. natlonwi‘de strike This mument. As at the time of l
trucks stormed the venue and  "There were about five naval The Nigeria Union _of

arrested him alongside some

personnel on duty. The Police

Petroleum and Natural Gas

the Maritime Workers' Union of 1
Nigeria, MWUN, said two of its
national officials were among
those injured, saying “two
national officers of l\gWUN: !
Abubakar Bello (Vice President- |
General), and Abudu Eroje
(Deputy Secretary General)

this press release, the two
MW(?N these officials

labour leaders an?adfoarﬂ: g;elsted and brutalized the mﬁ:}?uffb‘ﬁ ?t“s utiy {1 inknsive care” |
, shooting sporadically. ident and took him to their fo i1 e e chty TOT, &
nocntmel o e T b ond vy o4 slnoriostat  JAF fumes |
killedwhilethe TVC cameraman : pabour Congress, NLC, Front TAe e ot st :
! ? , JAF, con
:’n?:s msted and his camera  Brutalized Ajaero labom'}g:g:,?ﬁmpmm mofAjaemandet'}l;: ilegéﬁ 1
Already the TVC reporter and rushed to FMC agents of the Imo State genomrrunlr eashed on workers and
others who also sustained Owerri go;emnl:ient. ]t?lugsattgelghq;&o [11:1‘::831:: :
giher 8130 ¢ ea
Lot Ty HowrsVogurliftend, oo, SpENES remor Hope Uzodinma.
i ?peakjpg, NLC's Head of Ajaero had been released and Pres‘gil:'s:jgl'l’s/\ek diliamg m&egyﬂgéﬁlm&? |
Information and Publicity,  hospialized a he wes butally  ALPOre strongest oo that Ajzero was not justarrested
infonn:dof l}\)j:em's:gm?g]:g; b%ommm&eggms arrest and brutalization oei g:staul‘::ds beatlso Physically 1
‘?go(mgd by the Commissioner {?ggin;ation ofg;:r. Benson %‘mrmge:&?mde into ke b o 1
: lescribed what by “We consider the arrest
wartSakt "The NLC President o Aseroasan actofabduction ~Gaders bY the agents of IO NLC President “and " the |
ared 0 ikt ok g e P DOMIPR 1t of viiemos s S brazen altons o
. raze:
Wt yiC, secretariat on Hesadihat‘conacthasbeen D129 unleashed on labour  movement. e sronsi pons |
i Y as we are about to  made with Congress President, Hope Uzodi d by that there must be a response 1
mmence our lawful protest Comrade Joe Ajaero this et worma and his  wih the ful force of the labour
{finst the violation of trade  evening around 15:30 hours at  JOVernment. We cannot accept |
mion rights of the workers” the Police Hospital in Owerrj LS uncivilised ina 1
Also while giving account of  from where he was taken to  G€TOCTaCY.

*Continues on Page 8
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movement. We strongly hold
that there must be a response
with the full force of the labour
movement. ‘

“We therefore propose a one-
day general strike and
nationwide protest to register a
strong statement against the
arrest of Ajaero, ttck of democratic
rights and inhuman treatment
of workers in Imo State. Even if
the NLC President is released,

we propose that the strike

should still be held.

“The strike must also be in
solidarity with the demands of
Imo workers and to put on the
front burner the objection and
rejection of the anti poor
capitalist policies of Bola Tinubu
government which are

_ responsible for the serious socio-
economic hardship being
currently faced by the vast
majority of Nigerians,"

Police economical

with truth —Falana

Human rights lawyer, Femi
Falana, SAN, has picked holein
the Police version of the
abduction and brutalisation of

Ajaero, saying: "The police
version of the brutalisation of the
NLC President, Comrade Joe
Ajaero is full of loopholes."”

The State Police Command
had earlier claimed its men were
not responsible for the arrest and
breutalisation of Ajaero

Faulting the Police claims,
Falana said ‘As soon as Comrade

* Ajaero showed up at the venue

of the rally, he was surrounded

by a team of police personnel led.

by the Commissioner of Police of
Imo State. Why did the police
allow Comrade Ajaero to be
brutalised by the so called
miscreants? In other words, why
did the police not protect him
from the violent attack?

By the way, why did the police
officers not arrest the miscreants
who brutalised the NLC
President in their presence?

So the police who witnessed
the attack without making any
arrest suddenly turned round to
take the victim to the police clinic.
The members of the public who
decried the barbaric attack took
pictures which have exposed the
misleading version of the police.

It is disturbing that the police
justified the action of the so called

miscreants by saying that
Comrade Ajaero has disobeyed
the order of a court. Why did the
police not allow the court to
purge Comrade Ajero of
contempt of court?

Count us out of
Ajaero's arrest

—Folice

Reacting, the Imo State Police
Command said its men were not
involved in the arrest of the
President of NLC.

The Police Public Relations
Officer, PPRO, Henry Okoye,
who stated this while
commenting on the arrest of
Ajaero by security said: "The Imo
State Police Command wishes to
clarify some sketchy reports
alleging the arrest of the
President of the Nigeria Labour
Congress, Comrade Joe Ajaero,
in Owerri. It is pertinent to state
that the NLC President was in
Owerri as part of arrangements
of the Congress to mobilize
workers for a mega protest rally
in the state.

“In the course of - their
planning, it was reported that
suggestions arose for the

lockdown of some essential
facilities particularly the airport
which led to some workers and
other individuals resisting the
picketing process leading to
scuffles and heated arguments
and an eventual attack on the
person of the president by a
mob.

"Upon receiving this report, the
Imo Police Command swiftly
deployed police operatives to the
scene where the Officer in
Charge exercised his operational
discretion by taking the NLC
President into protective custody
at the State Command
Headquarters to ensure the
protection of his life and that he
was not lynched in the scuffle
that followed. The Commissioner
of Police thereafter directed that
he should be taken to the Police
Medical Services, Owerri, where
he would be accorded medical
attention as a result of the attack.
He has therefore been accorded
adequate security cover to
proceed on his other legitimate

engagements for the day."

We ‘ve no hand in
Ajaero’'s arrest
—Imogovt
Reacting, Imo  State
overnment washed its hands off
e arrest of Ajaero.
Commissioner for Information
and  Strategy, - Declan
Emelumba, said those accusing
the govemment of arresting the
NLC president were perennial
mischief makers always crying
wolf where there was none."The
Commissioner recalled that the
purported strike in the state had
been sto by the National
Industnai‘ urt, NIC, in Owerr,
which makes the planned action
illegal, noting that in compliance
with the Court order, the Imo
State chapter of NLC announced
that it was pulling out of the
. Hewondered what Ajaero was
doing in Owerri in defiance of the
o;'der of the court, which wamed
of severe co ences against
disobediencen.sequ :

58 OAU students released

EFCC

Thad.

from

custody:




