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cower in fear as terrorists unleash
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more attacks in Kaduna

By Ibrahim Hassan, Kaduna[]

R the people of Bimin-Gwari in
Kaduna State, it is a short-lived
py When the activities of mnunal
inthe area y came
mahahsomeweelsago Lheyheawd
asigh of relief, thinking that the era of
the evil men who killed, kidnapped,
and destroyed for their selfish interests
had ended. With an air of certainty, they
thought they could retumn to their
homes and begin farming in their
wrong. The honeymoon did not last
long when the terrorists retumned in
full to their duty posts and began to
unleash onslaughts on their victims
with even more brutality. Alas! The
bandits have now retumed to the area
in full force, blocking the hitherto ever-
busy Kaduna-Bimin-Gwari Road for
ransom.

While the locals in Bimin-Gwari put
the number of persons kidnapped by
terrorists at 40 when they recently took
over the road, the spokesman for the
Kaduna Police Command, Mr. Rilwan
Hassan, has disputed the ﬁgu:e
claiming that government ha
intensified efforts to smoke out th
daredevils. The police clain
notwithstanding, the Bimin-Gwarn
Emirate Pecples Union, BEPU,
through its official, Ishaq Kasai, has
regretted that motorists and other
commuters have since deserted the
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Court nuliifies

Kaduna govt’

banishment of monarch

By Ibrahim Hassan, Kad

KADUNA State High Court

tting in Kaduna, has nullified
former Governor Nasir el-Rufai's
banishment of the paramount ruler
of Piriga Chiefdom in Lere Local
Government Area, LGA, of the state,
Chief Jonathan Parguwa Zamuna.

" e o

enxemedﬂ:ebuﬂmﬂwhagh:ened
attacks could be the work of elements
trying to ignite ethnic and religious
tensions in Kaduna State and sabotage
the government'’s efforts towards
rebuilding trust in the communities. I
am deeply saddened by the attack on
Fadan Kamatan Parish, Zangon Kataf
This act of violence against innocent
wors}npersumlonlyunanmkonlhe
Catholicc butalso

to set our people aqainsleachothe:
‘We will not tolerate such acts of brutality
. and will go to any length within the

leeway
tolaunch corridor attacksand kidnap  Pfiest, Rev. Fr Emmanuel Okolo, where  law to bring the attackers to book, " he
travellers at will, without any resistance. ~the entire rectory was set ablaze:said.

Although other communities in the
state have also witnessed the renewed
onslaught by bandits, such as the

ruesome killing o Muslim

< Unfortunately, a seminarian by the
name of Na'aman who
wascompleunghxsmmmg into the
(Sthohc priesthood, was bumed to

yrshippers in a mosgueauhg ya- _death bythefire.
ity of Tkara Local ith sharp pains in our hearts,
Government Area, the worst hit_ KAPU condemns in strong terms

cornmumues are m Southern  these barbaric attacks on our peaceful

_Kaduna. It will be
%umm—

which Governor Uba Sani
allegen couldbe a spister potioCause
igjous cisis, mesuspectedbmdns
entire rectory, and as the

ayoung seminarian among them
Waummallucky and was burned..

" These lwoinddents in Ikara LGAin
Southern Kaduna have made the
visibly angry governor charge security
operatives to hunt down the
perpetrators and bring them to book.
Professor Ishaya Kato Auta, President
of the Southern Kaduna Peoples Union,
SOKAPU, condemned in strong terms
the barbaric attacks and killings of
scores of their people without any
justification. While chronicling the

series of attacks on Southem Kaduna
@mmmmmm On

Aungust 28, 2023, miDeqg
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that in a__communities, killings of innocent souls,
and kidnappings of scores of our

people. We are appalled by the sudden
resurgence of terrorism and violence

While urging the security agencies
to swiftly investigate the incident and
ensure that the culprits are arrested and
_ made to face the full wrath of the law,
Govemnor Sani expressed his heartfelt
condolences to the families of the victims
and assured them of the state
government's support during this
difficult time. The governor said his
administration has taken proactive

disheartening about this particular
attack is that the place of attack was
just by the Kaduna-Kafanchan major
highway, with a military checkpoint not
far from the church. According to
Reverend John Joseph Hayab, the
Chairman of CAN, the parish is located
at the heart of Kamantan Town, and
the attack was carried out at about 8:00
.m.,
pm(‘ derof Op Safe

While delivering jud ton the
case of breach of fundamenml rights,
Justice Nasiru Sadiq of the Kaduna
High Court sitting in Kafanchan,
said the banishment ran contrary to
section 41, subsection 1 of the
Constitution of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria (as amended). According

to the Judge, the Constitution which
stated that every citizen of Nigeria
is entitled to move freely and to reside
in any part thereof, and no citizen of
Nigeria shall be expelled from
Nigeria or refused entry thereby or
exit therefrom.

The court had three weeks ago,
nullified similar restriction of
movement order placed on the
deposed traditional ruler of Arak
Chiefdom in Sanga LGA, Brigadier
General Iliya Yammah (retd). It also
ordered the Kaduna State
government to pay Chief Yammah
N5 million damages for breach of
Fundamental Rights. Recall that the
immediate past of Kaduna
State, el-Rufai had on May 22, 2023
announced the deposition of the two
paramount rulers, stating that “the
depositions followed
reco! ns from the Ministry
of Local Government Affairs in line
with the provisions of Section 11 of
the Traditional Institutions Law No.
21 of 2021." The deposition was
contained in a statement signed by
the then Commissioner for Local
Government Affairs, Hajiya Umma
Ahmad.

While reacting to the court’s ruling,
the Lead Counsel to Chief Zamuna,
Napoleon Idenala

isfaction, even though
hewasdmyedthaubedefemms
did not appear in court or counter
any of the applicant's claims given
that a high court sitting at
Kafanchan, recently, had declared a
similar action of the government as
illegal and void. Napoleon lamented
the trauma the deposed chief suffered
since the banishment order was
placed on him, saying the
monarch lost his wife, brother and
sister within a space of four months.
He, however, reserved comment on

Haven, OPSH, and General Officer
Commanding, GOC, 3 Division
Nigerian Army, Major General
Abdulsalam Abubakar, during an
engagement with leaders and people
of the area, said that the recurmring
isolated killings, destruction of farms,
cow poisoning, cattle rustling,
kidnappings and other sundry criminal

acts must stop with immediate
effect. He warned that those
perpetrating insecurity for their selfish
gains must embrace peace and find
lawful means of livelihood or face the
consequence of their evil actions,
pointing out that mulhlaceted

steps to restore peace in bled
communities by strengthening

against innocent citizens in South
Kaduna. For the past three weeks now,

_have expenelv:ed different degm of

hips with federal security

P

par
agencies and reinvigorating the

Caﬂnﬂmmwe:emmmbrﬂnx_,um.m Atyap, and other LGAs  Kaduna Vigilance Service with the

recruitment of no fewer than 7000

are being considered to
ensure that Souther Kaduna remains
untenable for the evil doers. The
commander vowed to decisively deal
lead to loss of lives and property in
Southemn Kaduna.

whether to appeal the refusal of
the court to award any damages
despite seeking N250 million
damages, even though the court
found that there was no defence and
the claimant’s fundamental right
had been breached.

Idenala recalled that Chief
Zamuna had been on house arrest,
noting that: “Someone need to be in
his shoes before he can understand

- the magnitude of trauma the royal

father was going through under the
house arrest he has been subjected
to. It was barely three weeks after his
wife of over 40 years died when the
government announced his
deposition, While under house
arrest, his younger brother took ill
and was admitted to an hospital in
permission to visit him; when he later
died July, still he was denied
permission to see his dead body."

Why I'll challenge nullification of my election— Solomon Lar’s

i kidnappings, and p For the Christian Association
assaults on our people. We see these  of Nigeria in Kaduna State, what is
dastardly, cowardly, and callous acts of
banditry in all their ramifications as a
direct affront to the constituted
authorities, whichmustnotbeallowed  DALGNEEY
to continue. We, therefore, call on E Peoples De i

atalllevelsand the i ples Democratic Party,
WWM ies to qmckhvcometomem T;'DP member of the House of
our people in Southern Kaduna. We Representatives  representing

sympathise with the immediate
families and friends of the victims and
the entire Catholic community in
Fadan Kamantan, Kafanchan Diocese,
and Southern Kaduna at this tragic
moment."

aduna State Governor Uba Sani,
who is saddened by the renewed wave
of attacks in the Bimin-Gwari axis of

tment of thousands of youth as

Langtang North/South Federal
Constituency, Plateau State Beni Lar,
has vowed to challenge the decision of
the National Assembly Election Petition
‘Tribunal to overturn her election on the
allegation that the PDP did not have a
recognised structure to have
nominated her for the election. Ms Lar
contended that the tribunal went out

Cat his residence. The blbzm day,
29, 20’23*one rJefferson the state, has already approved the ofthe recognised law that forbids non-
sobrutally killed — Tecruil

participants in a primary to interfere in

BLu:&nowngwumnathan —members of the Kaduna Vigilance the nomination of a candidate.

“On Sepﬁmbedﬁmﬂlmeﬂf

Service to be trained to assist the security
operatives in fighting the criminals. In

mwcgnbyummmsdeﬂ statement by his spokesman,

Even more, Lar said that the issue -

taken to the tribunal was a pre-election
matter which was outside the remit of

the Justice Mohammed Tukur-led
tribunal. Lar further disclosed that the
decisions of the Justice Tukur-led panel
were out of sync with the second
tribunal sitting in the same venue
which has refused to meddle into the
nomination of candidates of the PDP
The Justice Tukur tribunal has so far
nullified the election of 15 persons in
Plateau elected on the platform of the
3? starting from Senator Napoleon

Asserting that the PDP candidates
were validly nominated, she said: “As
you know, the Presidential Election
Petition Tribunal, PEPT, in the case of
APM vs Shettima said that the issue of
nomination or sponsorship by any party

can only be brought before the court
according to the 2023 Electoral Actbya
person who i§'an aspirant or who
contested with the candidate. Any
other political party is disqualified from
doing so. So on‘what basis is APC or
any other party, LR APC suing usona
pre-election/ matter? To the
understanding ufevetyhy man who

and sponsorship, are pre-election
matters and that they are not to be
handled by the tribunal, they are to be
handled months before now.”



