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(D TENSION heightened in
Enugu Sta resterday,
following the alleged kalling of
Three residenfs by an antb-not
_police squad. which forcefully

wanted to stop traders at gmle

Mamn Market protesting the lock-

p of 105 shops and two banks’
- b\ the

Enugu State
even as the Abia
d of the Nigena

+. by vél to be identified

aunst the sealing of
shops_by the state
) 01 Lheir CoOmplance.
151 Maonday's sit-at-home
order, 1ssued by the Finland-
based Simon Ek

The Traders said they were

afraid to come to the markets
because there was no 1ble
secunty personnel from their
different areas to embolden them
to come out

It was also leam! that many
other traders sustained various
degrees of qun injuries

Recall that the Enugu State
government, on Monc
the shops of traders w
open their shops on

An eyewitness n
theaggrieved Ogbet
were protesting peacef
market environment, o
illegal sealing of their shops
before the police intercepted
them and started shooting in the
air

According to them: "We are
angry. To open shop is not by
force. State Government should
leave us alone to do our
business.”

One of the traders, popularly
known as Lasisi, told our
correspondent that “they have
been shooting and killing people
in the market here. The traders
started protesting here because
those whose shops were closed,
because of the sit-at-home, were
asked to pay money before their
shops will be Theysad
they will not part with any
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eArmed hoodlums hijiacked traders” protest |
—Fnugu govt ePolice confirm killing of 2
officers in Aba, as gunmen attack Abia

Commissioner

money and that was how the
protest started.

“The protesters started making
bonfires on the roads and the
police moved armoured tanks
into the market, started
indiscriminate shooting and
killing people. Some got bullet
mjunes and others got different

_forms of wounds. Teargas was
_being shot and pandamonium
_ensured,” he narmrated.

In a bid to douse tension and

erday, conliAmed— maintain peace, the police
f two of its personnel

deployed armoured personnel
camers around the market and
other strateqic Jocabons.

ugu traders were_— [n a statement later. the Police

Public Relations Officer PPRO,
—Daniel Ndukwe, said that even
—as he did not have a

comprehensive report on the

matter normalcy was returming
to the market and that the palice
were still there to maintain peace

Normalcy has been restored
at Ogbete Market Enuqu and
its surroundings, following the
report of protest by some traders
over the sealing of their shops
by the State Government and
their attempt to force others

whose shops were not sealed, 1o

close theirs and the entire

market closed. The initially
peacetul protest was hijacked
and made to become vinjent
Traders in the marke! and
citizens alike have been pleaded
with to remain law-abiding
peaceful and cooperative, while
using approved channels to
express their gnevances
Full-scale investigation has
been initiated on the orders of
the Commussioner of Police,
while further development,
especially as if concerns reports
of casualtes being arculated, will
be communicated as soon as

possible, please,” Daniel
Ndukwe, the command's
spokesman, saxd

In his reaction, former
Chairman of the Enugu Capital
Terntory Development

Authority, ECTDA. Dr. Josef
Onoh said that he was among
the people that tried in the last
dispensation to dissuade the
Enugu residents from complying
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with the sit-at-home order but
were unsuccessful.

Onoh however gave credil to
Governor  Peter Mbah's
administration for his fight to
ensure that the sit-at-home
order is not complied with again
e, alleging that pobfical
opponents of the government
were probably sabolaging the
state Governor's determination

Peter Mbah's efforts against

1-at-home are being sabotaged
political elements in the
has shown more

combating the
menace of sit-al-home and has
brought to purview the financial
loss the state is.incumng in the
futile exercise. Sadly, some
political characters and some
that Jost their elections are using
the sit-al-home 1o frustrate Peter
Mbah,” Onoh alleged.
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Armed hoodlums
hijacked traders’

protest
_En

However, the Enugu Slate
Government has reacted to the
protest by Ogbete Market traders
which led to the reported killing
of three persons.

1t said it was working to unravel
the circumstances behind the
madent, as well as the reported
casualty.

The government's position
was contained In a statement
signed by Professor Chidiebere
Onyia, Secretary to the State
Government. He said, "The
Enugu State Government
received with grave concern the

ugly incident at Ogbete Main

Market Enugu, today.

“Information available to the
Government shows that traders
whose shops were sealed for
with
Government's order banning
Monday sit-at-bome, defied the
mstruction on how the shops

non-compliance

should be reopened and

to self-belp by removing the
seals

“Thisled to internal squabbles
between the market leadership

and some of the affected traders.

“The ensuing confrontation
resulted in a protest, which was
infiltrated and hijacked by
dangerously armed hoodlums
and mascreants, who broke shops

and looted traders’ wares
“Attempts by

securnty
operatives 10 restore order and

prevent further looting were vio-
lently resisted by the imported
and armed  hoodlums. 1
Government is receiving further
briefings on the development.

“In the meantime,
investigation to unravel the
circumstances surrounding the
inaident, including the reports of I
casualty, is already ongoing.

“Government calls on the | |
people and residents of Enugqu
lo remain calm and go about
their lawful businesses, as |
adequate secunity measures are
in place to secure lives and
property in the State.”
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Police confirm
“killing of 2
officers in Aba, as
gunmen atfack
Abia
Commissioner
Police Public Relations Officer
of the Command, ASP Maureen l
Chinaka, said that an Inspector o B
and a Consfable were killed by §
the gunmen who attacked the | {
convoy of the Abia l
Commissioner for Trade,
Commerce and lnvestment, Br-
Chimezie Ukaegbu, Tuesday 1
evening, N v
incident which occurred |
at Samek Junction whic l
tonnects e Ariaria
yfional Market, caus

sefious panic, as traders _ﬁgalﬂl AL
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~occupied [he area have all 1

deserted the place as of
Wednesday moming. ]
The PPRO disclosed that the r

incident occurred at 4 pm on

Tuesday.

However, Vanguard gathered 1
that as of Wednesday morning,
peace is yet to return to the area, |
as soldiers and policemen have |
been arresting residents of the
power line,Samek, and adjoining
areas.

"A distressing _incident 1 .
occurred at SAMEC, located |
near Faulks Road in Aba. Agroup |
of hoodlums Jaunched an attack 1
on the convoy of the
Commissioner for Trade, | |
Commerce, and [ndustry during
the honourable commissioner's
familiarization tour to markets n
the Aba metropolis ]

“The convoy was en route o
Ekoha shopping plaza when the
armed assaiants opened fire
Regrettably, amudst the chaos
two police officers lost their lives
m the line of duty.
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