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¢Benue govt imposes curfew as communal2

*'cr|S|s claims 3 persons
el
. AKURDI —Three communal

L l cnses rises in Gwer and Oju Local
Government Areas of Benue State have

" l_mmmeh\raofﬂueepemns,
lﬁadmg.to.ﬁmmpmmmdewon

Thewamngpalhesalsolazedseveml

By Peter Duru

l commumhgg leadmg to the m]gl_y and
dl@asoementofmany
. L was gathered that tt bed crisis in

l.rGwer council rwhm-‘-en npmhhmmnn_.

Mbasombo and Mbaivur con ities
: 4 W_ yesterday moming followinga

l Anmdlgene of the area, who spoke on
; disclosed his private
lmdenoemmecommumtywhxhwasleﬁ
.ﬂlan 10 kilimetres from Makurdi town was
late last year razed in one of the ceaseless
.c:is&;mﬁ:emmmiﬁea

Property destroyed.

- |§ af;a'ed that crisis empted again
l eekend, by

md_tn_bau&.heen_kmed._w
__H__'a_%ﬁhswhﬂewoﬂmgoiﬂnsfaml
e sall hy about the murder
B of their kinsman, Ml:)alvurynuths ordered
r. Mbasombo people

the perpetrators of the act.

"Before that particular incident, five
ons were also killed in Mbaivur

Andaiterlhermﬂderofthemanmhis
arm, the people decided to bury him

I alﬁngmdetheﬁvemﬁ]emomlaly
"Itwas d m ’ merrbtmalthatthosewho

owever, the people succeeded in terhary institution on a piece of land both

$ ome of tbe arrested pers

bm‘ymgﬂle man and the five corpses. Today;
. they staged a reprisal on Mbasombo

. commumnity, buming down houses and the
market in the community.

. "T do not know if lives were lost today; but

. someper&nmhavebm@xedandpeﬂple

theirhomes forfear of being killed.

It is unfortune that this crisis between

W
t was gathered that an academic from

Ihilla community, who is based in Australia,
Prof. Johnson Aghenya, had attracted the
university to the area and the dispute over
the land where the msﬁmlic;n would be
situation triggered the killing of two persons
and burning of several houses, including

ve eace cars and motorbikes,
. bmrl?;}:;gs" has defied every p i ol el o6 oo T
Meanwhile the crisis in Oju council ~feat tookuparmsagainsteachothey daiming
Was Teported fo have clainied two Jives_ that one community wanted to claim their
afteT The Ibilla and 01u land in the name of university.
m : emselves in a "For no justifiable reasons, they started
e cifing of a private  burning down houses and two persons were

Saldt)havebeenhIIEdandseveralmhag
sustained injuries,"

Dusk-to-dawn curfew

Meanwhile, the Benue State govemment
has imposed a dusk-to-dawn curfew on the
communities, whilethe palicesaid they have
also amested 21 persons in oonnegu;?n with
the crisis,

Deputy governor of the state, Dr Sam
Ode, who visited the effected communities,
expressed shock at the level of destruction,

Condemning the action of the youths,
Ode said a judicial commission of enquiry

had been ordered to ascertain the
the incident. ki e



