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By Peter Duru, Makurdi
fhree

t_khac been a_harvest of xllin
parts of Benue State in the last
WELKS.

APRIL 9, 2023

e

Deadly Palm |
Stinday assau
in Benue church

..and attacks that killed 250

i
by

Ugbokpo, the local government
headquarters, and other communities
that have not recorded atlacks.”

Before the Antenyi's alarm,.a youth

Unlike in the past experiences when the AR unities in Agatu and Otuk b
epicentre was_the Tiv speakin AlTected TOWMMuUNILES \—-r—fu_,r_p_%“: kDd 10 -}

communities in Benue North-
West, the attention of the marauders
appears to have shifted considerably to

e South of Benue which is dominated
byBl'dorna speaking people.

efore now, most incidents of herders’

incursions were recorded in the Agatu axis
with 1solated incidents in other LGAs that
make ug the senatorial district, but il is
now a differen! scepano n the enlire
Benue South

From Agatu to Apa down to Olukpo,
wanton killings and plundering of
communities have become the order of
the day.

The marauders bared the fangs an the

ople and turned the commuanities into

eaters of war as numerous communities
have either been sacked by the marauders
or deserted by the inhabitants who fled
for fear of being killed by the advancing
herdsmen milifia.

=, In the latest onslaught. %&g LGA. has
Been worst hit with %nu Tcial higures

1

'\‘::)ndicahn?]lhal over 250 persons may have
~been killed in thet LGA sincc mid
b o 2023 when thT unrestrained

- ruary.
allacks went 1010 full swing in that par

';m:be stale. \
/ The traditional_ruler of the area and |
f Chairman of Apa Traditional Council, the
{ Edojo K* Apa, Chie! John Antenyi, had
| raised the alarm over the aclivities of the /
murderous armed herdsmen in hi
main
The monarch, who spoke in a telephone
iaterview, lamented that communities in

his domain like lkpobi, Odugbo.
kpanta, Ologba 3nd ._nmyixu.
olMers—ad bein-tdken over by the

\Thvaders in ceaseless atlacks on his
subjects
s traditional ruler said, “Fulani are
invading our local government and some
communities like Ikpobi, Odugbe,
Akpanta, Ologba and Oyiji have come
under severe attacks. There have been
killings and destruction ol farm crops in
those communities
“Following the attacks, some of our
villages have been deserted and these
llrlzcg:dc Imana, Ologba, Akpanta and
obi

ast andy]

@Palm Sunday attack

~Agalu LGA where four persons Tost their

Tives and Lwili in Otukpo LGA where a_

Flocal farmer was also said fo have beéen
“Kalled in his farm at about the same time

~in an unprovoked attack.

~—(Oshigbudu communily also in Agatu
LGA also came under severe attack and
several lives were reportedly lost in that
incidenl. And short}lf' after, the President
of the Universal Reformed Christian
Church, also known as NKST Church,
Rev. Dr. Dominic Anza, cried out that his
hometown in Turan Kwande LGA had
fallen to the marauders who killed many
of his neighbours and took over the
community.

On Insgart a former Vice Chairman of
Agatu LGA, Joha ITkwulono, who also
raised concern over Lhe sustained
unprovoked attacks on communities in
the LGA. said. “We had no problem with
the Fulani, there was no provecation but
they came and attacked a community
called Atakpa in Agatu and they kille
over six persons and wounded several
others,

“They come to our communities,
claiming that our grass is the best for their
cattle and it is on (hat basis Lhat they keep
terrorising our people to lorce them to
desert their homes so thal they can take
over the place.

“After invading Atakpa, they attacked
Okpagabi and injured many people
Some of the victims are still in hospital

. “Alter thal they went to other villages
\ and extended the altack 10 Apa LGA. They
wernded some persons and also killed so
» many persons there”

ile the anges that grected the invasions
and_killings. was_ye Iuh > down. the
marauders_again st Lk.@nﬁ'dlm Sunday
al The-Christians _Pentecostal Church,

—al_ Akenawc, in_
Sovernment Area, LGA whee”
[Equ;) lmaT-U'rg-!l:i d othiér worsh
orelthe churc Jaly i .
e attack Telt several of the \'E?:Cms

*The Inhabitanls have relocated 1o

1 ‘ T

ﬁ?%;cﬁywmuw Council Ward of
Q X

: mﬂﬂ:ﬁ% RHNM abducted the

{njured among them the traditional ruler

léader and four others were reportedly
FXflled in another herders altack otux-.g ‘:'f:,z—g%m'! ‘hen a healing -

of the community. Zak Tyokase

Raaghtyo

A community \U
leader and
President,

Gaambe-Tiev
Youth Association
GYA, Dr. Hemen
Terkimbi, who
confirmed the attack
said. “One person was
killed dunng the atlack. fve
olhers sustained injunes whle
four worshippers including the Resident
Pastor, Roev: Gwadue Rwaghtyo, were
caplurced and taken o anuninown
deshinabon.
‘Among  those
who  sustained
SEVETT INJUNes was
the Acting kandred
Head of Akemkpa,
aki Tyokase
Ingyutu, who was
wounded on the
head. They are
curnrenlly receiving
Ireatment at

I/Lﬂ‘{qba and Anyii”
ﬁieinous murder

That atlack was followed by the heinous
murder of the wREEENA ruler oL i
conimunil al others in a

diterent hospitals

LTS i A

LCA by cmmummndhvrﬂ»r‘f" SRR

“That attack was cas tedoul pn Monday
suslained

several

cveping allef several days o
wlacks” and _sacking o
communilies in the LGAS

= “They came in their numbers shooting
sporadically in Ugbobi They killed the
Chielol the area and many people. As we
sprak | cannot specitically tell you the
- number of thase Killed because search is
qoing on and bodies are still being
recovered as at this moerning from .\ﬂ
corners of the community *, a source who
volunteered information said

of Akemkpa, Zaki
yokase Ingyutu, who
was wounded on the
head

"'l"hvs_:_-_c\_ltg_c; ks by armed herdsmen have

o goig o0 1p. ADR I 1DE Jast few wngi
::"'u,g.;};ﬁz.)r,’j aye been sacked, f
il?ﬂ.d llﬂ?’ farm produce in Lagne
compirtesy Lurnt

Lamenting -r.r-(dt lupment, (ke Sig.

of sk

[ g n i
I r rlopmens
Assaciation anq
National Chairmar of
Apa Developmens
Assoclanen Mr Akorie,
Eche, said The
Kers are suspartir

*n A Landife
v

so (here have Beeg
ronerwed attacks becayse
{ 1t has been 8 routline

“Almost every year

i during the dfy £a80T

% rhr_vy:of:r‘ back to attark

le, maim 2nd rape

Y women and destroy ther
farm crops and houses

| So il has been
all this while

“Huyt this year's case 3

colossal because they

h &1

Ingyutu.
L was tihe-
ifivaders stormed the. eratelossly amched
unng 4 mohl — Among those who  that pert of the
o e c % state
Fastvice wys betng sustained severe L be attacks
fle Recldoat— injuries was the Apa  LGA
s T . . through Agatu
il _)Actlng Kindred Head LGA " They
1ave oon

and

vams and the
ones they could
not eat. thev just

grains

set them on
Eke said
Most of eur
people have deserted
theiwr homes and are
now camping at 3
pnmary schoeol in Adoka
these are particularly 1o
and Umuoqidy people”.
Meanwhile, the paramount nuler
of the ldoma tnbe and Chaurman of
ldoma Traditional Council, the
Ochi'ldoma. Dr. John Odogbo, has been
lefi devastated by the spate of attacks and
murder of his _\ubgn\'is‘) the marawders
Odoabo. who decned the murder of the
traditional ruler of Ugbobi community
in Apa LGA and over 75 others in his
domain by armed herders within the last
fow weeks, descnibed the development as
unacceeptable
Condemming the bloody attacks, the
Ochi'ldoma in a statement issued by his
Chief Palace Scnbe and Media Aide.
Onuminya Odoba, decried what he
termed the lack of vigilance on the part
of secunty personnel to stem the brutal
murder ol #\1.\‘ subjects and sacking of
communities in Benue South by herders
He assured his subjects that the
altention of authorities would be brought
10 the zone 1o allow innocent citizens 10
live and run their businesses peacefully
in their ancestral homes.




