18—SATURDAY Vanguard, MARCH 4, 2023

* Toochukwu
Udeh, shot
on the leg
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l attacked us and shot at us. We manage
to run and that is the gunshot injury on'm
banda%ed le?.

“We hadn't even got to our own farr
proper when we were attacked. They laii
ambush on us, I think they planned t
attack our village and we did not hav
any problem with them earlier than now
it's just that they usually come with thei

& cows to destroy our farms." )

/’{ Speaking during a protest in thq
] communitg, on Thursday, Head of Onol
villa?e lder Umechukwu Okeke¢
| . narrated that the herdsmen invaded thei;

/.~ | community, attacked them, resulting ir
the death of two persons and others
hospitalized. He pleaded with the local,
state and federal governments to come tc

@/  the aid of the Awgu community.

i/ | Hesaid that since then, the community

.. could not return to their farms for the fear

of being killed, stating that Fulani
herdsmen have taken over their farm
lands, rape their women and commit all
sorts of atrocities in the community.

“We beg the government to come to our
assistance, to the assistance of the victims
and to the family of those that died,” Okeke
pleaded.

The villaﬁ head of Obuofia villa?e,

Chief Matthias Eche in a similar
account pleaded for the
intervention of all tiers of

\ 4 government in the misfortune
o 4 ) S fhat hats befallen the
57 TR . R community.
’9-}}3- - { - f N - 8 The Nat¥onal President of
- - - - - » Awgu _Town Youths Association,
Mt J.C Nwankwo tted that
en kill two, injure five ey
y ] over their farmland, to the extent
that they can no longer go to their
— = ' farms, bringing about hunger. He
- also solicited for the intervention of
the government at all levels in the
matter.
) President General of A E%beleli
‘ Development Union, Prof, Reko Okoye

i and a and is still receiving lamented the invasion of their
By.Dennis Agbo B1r farm., a Fula map ["treatment from a farmlands in Ogboli and
fwo persons have heen erged from the 1 to %L,.{ll:’:g’“al,g PNiigid Obuofiaedvli}lages by the
o ki new it the | IR : sus ulani men
Lan_attack by , §2 m_and other | happened was 8 8 D atid e at Tiont e
je ivi hmi%ﬂflm&fﬂmﬁ_ﬁ% oL s 4 - laid amttmsh for :lh?
- +—+—We didn't do anything to them, we were a_n (30 Community £ L
e : not contestin anyyltand%vith them, it's our | _herdsmea sporadicalh{ killed peorle,
| farm; the only thing I can identify about | & .1 —€- burnt their motorcycles,
them is that ¥hey are Fulani herdsmen. | lerorizing— : harvested their farm produce
The only problem we used to have with | t h_i-$— *Christopher and ran away. i
* them is that after farming they would come | village. Okwu, shot in the Those killed are in ‘the
and destroy our crops and we've been [0 U 't eyes and other mortuary gndthoseapveﬁa:em
- begging théem not to destroy our crops, let there is £ his body the hospitals. The snug tgn is
destroyed: —them take their cows to somewhere else, ?oo%oe(}y partso. g:rtg?g‘gtengf rgacnr;in ;xé it ?ltx s
One of the victims with several gunshots but that ﬁiagowas )ulsggxgpected, us. We local, state and federal
that shattered one of his eyes, Christopher n%at&d: fictir-ge(?fr-t?le gunshot attack, | were in : overnments to come to
Okwu, said that they went to their various | s d | the farm when the Fulani herdsmen ouraid,” Okoye pleaded.

—Toochukwu Udeh, 30 years, who survive



