=~ The Governor sfafe

Four killed after dishandment of

Ebubeagu

* Desperation, causing violence, attacks

Umahi

.Umahi parades 2 new security outfits--Victim of Ebubeagu

By Peter Okutu

q gA.KAL[H OVERNOR
avid Umahi of Ebonyi
State has stated that four

q};ggsogg;ell’;ave so far lost their

ives barely some days after the
disbandment of Ebubeagu

~Security outfit by the Federal _

to workers of the state,

"T think generally that God is
set to do great things in the
country. If it is God's will, He will

- bring Asiwaju to power. It's about

the people. Blame yourself;
you're the people that propagated
the ideology of IPOB. They get
into drugs and idolatry. They are

High Court sitting mIiAb%{(_ﬂmm?___seen with live tortoises.

while briefing Newsmen shortly
after a marathon meeting with
security chiefs at the
Muhammadu Buhar Lounge of
the Ebonyi International Airport
in Ezza South Local Government
Area of the state

Umahi who stated that
desperation on the part of
politicians was the reason behind
some of the attacks and violence
recorded in the state, called on
security operatives, including
men of the vigilante groups not
to infringe on the rights of any
Ebonyi resident.

He stated that the
establishment of two vigilante
groups will further aid the
policing of the state, especially
during this period of elections.

According to him: "I had a
marathon meeting with security
chiefs. There's no way a governor
will accept violence in a state.
Desperation is the problem. I'm
not into a struggle with_anybo_dy

"Desperationis what1s leading
to the attacks and counter-
attacks in the state. Some
vigilante members aren custody.
Four people have been killed
after the ban on Ebubeagu.

"If you come t0 Ebonyi State,
it's not everybody that loves me.
99.9 loves me and the other
fraction that hates me maybe
because I'm not meeting up wit

their needs. Our job is to instill

; in others. Do not
confidence th any other

compare Ebonyi w1
state.

ittee through the
e

puty Governor S0 We aF
i hed to paying the gratuity

1S "We are talking to our people.

Can they kill everybody, No? The
people must rise for the election
to hold. If there's no vigilante in
this town, you will be afraid to
come out. Two new vigilante
groups have been established.
"There's no Ebubeagu in
Ebonyi. Even if we appeal, [ will
not reconstitute them. If an Igbo
man becomes President, he
cannot develop Ebonyi State.
We have served enough and it is
time for others to serve us."

Umabhi parades 2
new security outfits

Meantime, a victim of the
operation of the recently
disbanded South East Security
outfit code-named Ebubeagu

and former Commissioner for
Information, Ebonyi State, Abia
Onyike, yesterday, berated
Governor David Umahi for
establishing two new security
outfits, despite the disbandment
of Ebubeagu by the Federal High
Court in ild.

Onyike, who described the
formation of the new security
outfits as a violation of Court
orders, opined that "one would
have expected Gov Umahi to
apologize to the traumatized
families whose loved ones were
killed, maimed, illegally detained,
brutalized, abducted, kidnapped
and subjected to several forms of
inhuman treatment"

It will be recalled that an
excerpt from the judgment of the
Federal High Court gave an
"Order of Perpetual Injunction
Restraining him, his
Govermnment and their agents or
privies from recognizing,
parading or continuing to
recognize or parade any person
or persons as a state or regional
security outfit in the guise of any
security agency."

Heurged Umahi to refrain from
further acts of treasonable felony

geared towards overriding the
Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria or the
sovereign will of the people,
through his misuse of political
power

According to him, "Gov
Umahi's continued parade of his
so-called two new security outfits
is a violation of the above orders
of the Court and therefore
amounts to CONTEMPT OF
COURT

"T wish to draw the attention of

the public to Gov David Umahi's
renewed antics regarding the
recent Judgment of the Federal
High Court, Abakaliki, which
disbanded his killer squad,
EbubeAgu.
"Gov. Umahi shamelessly
organized a Press Conference
where he told Ebonyians that
he had formed two new securify
outfits, while still pressing for a
stay of execution to enable him
to reinvent his dreaded
EbubeAgu killer squad.

"Many innocent citizens are
still ishing in jail as a result
of the excesses of Umahi's
EbubeAgu. Those in jail should
be released immediately and
unconditionally.

"Now; Governor Umahi should
take note that he has.no other
alternative than to obey the
court order which was &
declaratory order on the vexed
issue of human rights abuses.”
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Hold us responsible if Peter Obi fails

s Renews call for Kanu's release

By Steve Oko

q SSOCIATION OF Igbo Town
nions, ASITU, has said it
should be held responsible if the
presidential candidate of the
Labour Party, Mr. Peter Obi fails
to perform if voted into power.
This is as the union renewed its
call for the unconditional release of
the Leaderofthe Indigenous People
of Biafra, [POB, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu,
as ordered by various coutts.
ASITU maintained that the
release of Kanu would help restore
peace and security in the South
East, and give the people asense of
belonging.
Ng?ilélr?aj President of ASITU,
Emeka Diwe (Eze-Ebube), wl)o
made the declaration at a Special
Town Hall Meeting in Umuahia,
Abia State, noted that Obi's
antecedents and track record had

distinguished him from the commeon
Nigerian politician.

He explained that ASITU
deliberately  delayed its
endorsement of Obi's candidacy to
avoid giving it a tribal coloration.

The ASITU helmsman
commended all groups and
individuals from outside the South
East including former President
Olusegun Obasanjo; Yoruba
Leader; Pa AyoAdebano; Pan Niger
Delta Development Forum,
PANDE, Leader, Edwin Clark, and
a host of others that had so far
endorsed Obi,

"We are confirming the
endorsement of Obiand presenting
him to Nigerians, and say thank
you, we shall take responsibility if
he fails because his failure means
that the Igbo have also failed."

ASITU said Obi's endorsement
by the Town Unions in Igboland

came after wide consultations "and
leveraging on his acceptance a(ross
the board in the whale of Nigenia”
Theunionina statement signed
by its National President, Emeka
Diwe; Gideon Adikwuru; and
National Secretary, Ihudike
Monday Ikokwy, said Obi would
save Nigenia from total collapse.
Other signatories were the
President Abia State chapter,
George U. Mgborukwe; his
coun
States, Paully Eze; and
Ugochukwu Akpa; and Titus

on his antecedents, would not
disappoint Nigerans and solicited
massive support for him on
Saturday.

The group describied Obi as”
our beloved son in whom we are
well pleased.

, ASITU called on those

terparts in Enugu, and Ebonyi
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