ANAMBRA, DELTA DEADLY FLOODS: —

-yr-old Killed ™ -
while sleeping in <&

By Vincent Ujumadu
& Ochuko Akuopha

destruction and deaths caused
leuvmgmepeoplewithsonow

Works, Babatunde Fashola,
lbaestweek._ said the extent of damage couldn't
&nufe deaths resulting from the natural
disaster, ﬂredenthp{sgmn&inAnambuuboat
mishap left the entire nation bereaved. ]

The casualties were escaping from their
flooded communities. According to the boat
driver, Desmond Am . it was caused by a
heavy wave that “ted the smooth operation
of the boat, causi it to hit one of the pillars
su%porﬁng the ﬁmunnukwe/OSSOmala
bridge.

Riverine communities in the state have been

the rav: flood.
The ovexﬂgywof River ﬁ T and downpour
in the past few days fuelled the rise of the water

, farmlands,
hmxsahavebeenswallowedb{lheﬂmd.
Local Government Areas ( ) mostl
are Anambra East, Anambra WBZ
?ﬁmelum._Ogba:u.asweuaspansollhnh
0.
At the lasl:acount, n% fewer than 50
communities have been subme "
In LGA for instance, flood has taken
over ﬂ%-ele, Akili Ogidi, Obeagwe,
Ossomala, Umunankwo, Ogbakuba,
uche, Akili Ozizor, Atani, Ohita, Odekpe,
i i beukwu, Okoti, Ochuche
of the slum Okpoko near
of Onitsha.

i West
where all schools, health facilities and geople’s
3 . k, 733wa id ma Sunday

a 70-year-old man,
Ml;?obi was found dead in his bedroom at
Ogbef\,ﬁtoma. Atani, which was flooded at
ight wi eh(-rwasasleeg.ecl . )
mﬂdesiobi. who went to bed at night, did not
wake up only for his neighbours to discover
his submerged body in the room.
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T
election, Mesiobi's uncle, said the
was discovered by relations

mmb%onmmm%g

said: “It was not clear the exact time

| approach where

Ogene, whose Obeagwe
communif
hit, calle
Emergen.
Agency (
Emergen
Agency ‘SEKAA), to cometo the
rescue of

._He said: "It is a terrible sight

in
disaster. m
environmental conditions here
are pathetic and require urgent
action from governmen
alleviate the sufferin,
victims, most of whom
all their belongings to the flood

Awoqu
the inadent happened, but members of the

feless body was found when
one of them came to opmh;rjrtnanddter
name repeatedly wif response,
theywmtinlothemomandloundhisbodyin
ﬂ)erggol ofthe water
"His children sighted his cloth
floating on the water inside his
room and when the cloth was
ulled up, it tuned out that his
expressed sadness at
t}h;e rtunate incident which
year
'mui;uve&as gone beyond
asking to converge on a
rti r location to live as
i need more
community-based
community
leaders will have more direct
contact with victims," he said.

Communities
Although he commended the
state government for the efforts
it had made to mitigate the
effect of the flood disaster,
called for a change in
response strategy.
A former member of the
House of Representatives, Afam

of a

is one of the worst
on the National
Management
MA) and State
Management

the victims.
asaresult of the flood
The human and

to
of the
lost

‘ flood victims urgently

rise to
le t the outbreak of discacy
e to avert the outbreak of ses
peoh:;astmdt the inle Aurgenu' eed food,
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also liaise with President-Generals of the
various communities in Ogbaru to coordinate
relieleﬂomtoenmm_tha_tlhzyuepmdmdx
and transggerep!l_v distributed in the bes
m"‘el\i?hgx. SEMA and the state t
should consider this as a serious uggvemmdespenne
SOSmmgeamneatitwithmeugenq,
humaneness and responsibility that it
requires.

Loans

Sokgle oé th‘ej victims, who
Spoke to Sunday Vanguard,
tsgld!he‘y:laveb&me\éseqw
e annual occurrence
which they Usuaily relocate t3
safer communities. Mr.
a farmer, said
he lost most of the crops he
planted.

_Ossai said: “The flood in the
nverine communities is an
annual occurrence tha} tvl»;e
experience in of the
state. But what hupgglted this

€ar 1s similar to what

ppened in 2012 when we
experienced the worst flood
ever. In January this year, |
borrowed N300000 l¥om a
microfinance bank which I
invested in A

‘The crops, yams,
censsaﬁ:g potatoes ~and

Fump were doing well and
was looking forward to
having a bumper harvest this
to subm tlle e fom
e the en X
My houes'eg was even flooded
and I had to relocate my
family from Og,baru to Oba
in ldemllti orth local
govermnment area,
“That loan is still hanging
gn my neck and I Cbn.titm’m
ow [am to . The
mos:wumsomegmng Bmamhery
ing season is coming and
I don knou; how to find

money to %
Another farmer, Chijioke
Nwabisi, said that f

the speed at which the

W YAOV2~-SE
U&%‘{m 16,2022, I:Ahggé
came this year, he harvested hi ops
prema ‘adding that the harvest could
generate the money he spent on planting.
DELTA

In ictims are countin llzleirlossesl!-s
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Emade and other communities in Isoko-South
lseix ons have lost their li

ds and properties worth ns of
flood.
nmxahave'beenblgfe';ingw eofthe
have been com, off with

now resorting to the use of canoes to evacuate
trapped mergbe:s of their families. The ever
busy Ugbolw/Illah Road, Oshimili North LGA
h:ss%een cut off, with civil servants coming to
hwezj)ik in Asaba from the axis going through

Speakin qontbeoxdealgfhispetg;,ug
i Aboh community, Ton A
said the kin domhasbeenc::ymple&yan

Cut off i,
He said: “Farmers were forced to
prematurely harvest their produce while at
same time stru %ling to relocate from the
alreadymlllsoodet(;l‘: bguseg. Fm;n“the look of
than the mlz%wdmg' oy

f communities along the River Niger
ar:T inhs'gady losing invnll':gble traditional
ancestral assets due to the flood. This is a

One of "the flood victims in
Ovwodokpokpor -Igbide, Isoko-South
LGA, Mr. Alex Ovie, said: “Although the
Nigerian Meteorological Agency had
alerted Nigerians about torrential rains
and flooding in some parts of the country,
our people of Owodokpokpo-Igbide in
obviously did not envisage the magnitude
of floods and destruction that occurred in
the commun.i%in the last two weeks,

“Thi s flood came with rage sparing

are

now in their ity.

gfgand Oiwudnkfzﬁpor has been com

by water and most farms have been taken

over by flood. We pray that the number of
have been aff i

will not
increase because a lot of e have been
displaced from their h&%ﬂi‘g
: government
In emergencies, Ugolo said:
oﬂidals'f)m the hﬁimsuy of Em
came to the community to assess the

Te now,

can

promised to come back
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Mr. MacPherson Igbedi, said ﬂoodml‘::ys

_Cteduntoldhardsgi on his people, saying

o place b oy g O peapledort have

a eir hea

andpmpemezs have been 3

Foreshore
walls

Also, House of Assembly candidate of
the All Pxo?resswes Congress, APC in
Patani. Local Government Area, Raymos
Guanah, called on

federal, state }v?ovemments. National
Emer ency ianagement Agenc
NEN&)_ . and Nl%el’ elta Developmen

ommission ( NDDC) to urgently take
steps to assuage the sufferings of victims,
uanah, after a tour of Abari, Patani,
Koloware, Aven, and other arts of the
local government, stressed t e need for
an urgent sleg to be taken.

Insisting that “solution to perennial

ing in the local government is for
overnment to construct foreshore walls
rom Abari through Patani, A oloma,
Toru-Angiama, Uduophori to obu, he
called on the Ministry of Humanitarian
Affairs and NEMA to immediately send
Telief materials like food, medication,
blankets, and mosquito nets among

others. to the B)eogle.
Reacting to the evelogmem. Chairman
of Ndokwa East Local Government Area

M. Juan Governor, said the flood took a
new dimension in the council beyond what
was exE:nenced in 2012.
“We have also made arrangements for
short-term harvestable Crops to aid farm
roduce and source of income as a st-
332(1 relief measures by the counci ." he
a §

Meanwhile, the State 2022 Flood
Disaster Management Committee, last
week, set up Internally Displaced Persons,
IDPs camps in Asaba and Ozoro,



