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By Nwabueze Okonkwo

ONITSHA - ici
imi Investigations
Department, CID, Anambra state Police
ve — commenced

Apex Medi t orgue, Nkwelle-
Ezunaka in Oyi Local covemﬁm’ixn:a?
of the state.

cording to information gathered from {
a fami suspect who was |

residing with the deceased in the same flat
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L

eHe killed him to inherit his 4matic
Benz, household properties -
deceased’s elder brother

the deceased, stabbed his
. on Saturday,

i ich he ate and that Ejike |
was owing him an unspecified amount of

money, ——

1 stabbing him
he wrapped him with a blanket and pus
im_under the bed. But the cries of d
Ejike before his last breadth attrac ea %e
attenfio i
who all rushed out to find out who was
shouting.
i an&ug,';wn_ﬁx_szlg%
conce. e dastardly act, fold |
hing wrong |
ing that the noise the

¢ that

hear

ot convinced by his explanation, it was
further gathered that the tenants kept vigi
till the mommgl when they forced the

*Suspedd

wrapped with a blanket under the bed.

The landlord of the house who was
simply identified as Chidubem then asked
the tenants to keep an eye on the suspect
while he rushed to the 33 police station to
lodge a report.

It was also gathered that while waiting
for the landlord to come with the police,

the suspect allegedly suggested to the
tenants to as<ict him niit the cormneo incids

@hotmail com 08023145281, 08111813021

away and
dump it in such a
way 1t would look
as if he was
murdered by some
armed robbers.
He further
suggested to the
tenants that having
done that, they
would then
dispose off the
vehicle and
share the
proceeds but

refused to
oblige him
until the
arrival of
landlord
the police
whisked him
away to the
station where he
detained briefly
before being
transferred to the
state CID for
2 f urther
investigations.

The source further hinted that at the 33-
police station where he was initially taken
to after his arrest, Raphael allegedly wrote
in his statement to the police that late Ejike
did not wash plate after eating and that
he was owing him some amount of money.

But when the police asked Raphael to
produce a documentary evidence to prove
that Ejike was owing him. he could not

Reacting to the development amids
tears, the late Ejike's elder brothe
Izuchukwu Edozieuno told newsmen in ai
interview that the suspect intentionall
killed Ejike in order to take possession a
his 4matic Mercedes Benz and hi
household property which were used t
furnish and decorate the apartment rente
by Ejike and accommodated Raphael a:
a friend. 5

According to Izuchukwu, “m deceasec
younger brother, Ejike started his journe}
to greatness sometime 1n 2019 when he
traveled to Jakarta, Indonesia shortly afte:
his apprenticeship in electronics trading
and was settled by his master, Ezean
Electronics based in Onitsha.

“Ejike returned to ngena from
Indonesia on December 16, 2021 for the
burial ceremony of our late father, Eduno
Anikpe which took place on January 7,
this year. =

“As he no longer wanted to remain in
Indonesia, Ejike relocated to Onitsha after
the burial ceremonies and cohabited with
our sister, Ogoegbunam Eduno who is a
hair dresser.

“Before then, Raphael, the .susp'oecte'd
murderer usually visited our sister's hai1
dressing salon to do his hair and after some
time, our sister introduced Ejike tc
Raphael and they became friends.

“The friendship between my brother,
Ejike, now late and his suspected killer,
Raphael blossomed until Ejike started
making plans to travel to Brazil tc
continue with his electronics supply

ess. <
b%!ore he eventually traveled to Brazil
Raphael advised him to rent a flat ir
Onitsha and furnish it so that any time he
returned to Nigeria, he would have ¢
place to stay and Ejike bought the idea
rented a flat and furnished it before leavinc
for Brazil. ] ‘
While leaving for Brazil, Ejike lef
Raphael in the rented apartment tc
look after the house hold pm}”m
and also to make use of the
4matic Benz, pending when he
would return to Nigeria. ]

“Ejike eventually left for Brazi
but his papers were no
complete and he returned tc

Onitsha to process his paper:
before going back to Brazil or
a business trip and it was a'

this point that Raphae

stabbed him to death”.
The landlord of the hous¢
who simp(lrll identifiec
himself as Chidubem, wh
spoke to newsmen or
phone on Thursda)
morning, described the
incident as ver)
unfortunate bu
declined furthe
comments, as th¢
case was alread)
being investigated b

the police.

The traditiona
ruler of Eziowelle
Igwe Michae
Okonkwo-Etusi tol¢
newsmen at hi

on Tuesday that h
heard about th:
the previous day.
speculations tha

relation to thi

alace
ad just
incident
On the

suspect, he had bee!
making frantic efforts t
secure freedom fo
the suspect and swee|
the matter under th
carpet, Igw:
Okonkwo-

Etusi

attributed such

allegation to handiwork

of some opponents.

According to the monarch,
"admittedly, the suspect is from the sam
kindred with me but that will not mak
me to go to the extent of trying to swee|
this case under the carpet. Those rumou
mongers should have equally said that I wa
the one who pushed Raphael into the crime.

“If I may ask, of what benefit will it be form
to sweep such a heinous crime under th
carpet? Like I earlier said, I just heard abou
this incident y and the parents of th
suspect who though are my relations, have nc
even stepped their feet into this palace to brie
me about this case officially, let alone going t
the police to sweep it under the Evel
the young man in question, Raphael, I sav
him last years ago".

The state Police Public Relations Office
PPRO, DSP Tochukwu Ikenga who confirme
the incident to newsmen on said th
suspect was in police custodv. addinag the




