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Niger State: How hundreds perished

in boat mishaps, courtesy of bandits

*Govemnor directs immediate monitoring of boat operations
*Boat owners resist life jackets

By Wole Mosadom!, Minna mh“’ W:Cm“h‘cm P
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an end to the recurring tragedy of %*’—di -m"l
boat mishaps, even as it continues - uw% h!edm-
to claim innocent lives. Death by -State. The fll- :
boat mishaps has become a routine 208! epadadly set
occurrence in Niger State and there -5l from

Is no end in sight. Men, women and
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children have all been left at the

mercy of the rampaging floods, gqs’sengerq being
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tragedy is unceasing pain, agony, ;3%’ xod, & 8‘:)
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relatives of the victims of the furious who
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the leX?th and breadth of Niger outdated boat,
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Benue records 2,248 new measles

cases, new variant

By Peter Duru, Makurdi

State has recorded no

EMUBthan 2,248 new cases t:s,
easles in the last seven mon!

le‘;enas« new variant of polio has
also been discovered in the state.

The State's Health Educator, at

the Primary Health Care Board,

of polio

PHCB, Mr. Emmanuel Beeka, who
made this known in Makurdj,
explained that the new measles
cases were recorded in the state
between January and August 2022,

Mr. Beeka said to tackle the
challenge, the state had already
keyed into the national vaccination
intervention which kicked off

y... " for Polio which would
be rounded off next Tuesday while
the flag-off for Measles vaccination
would be done on the October 19,
2022 with full implementation
commencing from 20th and would
run Hll 28th”.

The health educator stated that the
scope of the exercise had been

, stressing that children of
nine months to 59 months would be
vaccinated for measles while for oral
polio, those from zero to 49 months
would get vaccinated.

While appealing to members of
the public to take advantage of the
vaccination days to get their
children vaccinated, Mr. Beeka
disclosed thus: “In the last two to
three months there was an outhreak
of measles ‘in about o;tahe local
government areas, LGAs, state
where measles was identified and it
is for that reason that there is
need to massively vaccinate the
targeted age groups to check the
spread.”
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ere are stipulated laws in the
state guiding water transportation;
among them, the registration of
routes which boat operators intend
to  use, avoiding overloading,
provision of passengers' manifest
and use of protective jackets while
on board.

However, with the absence of
anyone enforcing these laws, they
are mostly observed in the breach
by anyone who can afford the
acquisition of boats no matter the
condition of such vessels and the
capability of their owners or
operators to ferry them to and from
designated destinations,

The result: Frequent capsizing of
boats with many passengers and
deaths in the oceans and rivers that
define the coastal state. Between
2020 to date, many lives have been
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boat was overloaded with over 60
passengers, mostly women and
children, when the ill-fated boat
was seized by a severe windstorm
that rocked the waterways and
threw it overboard,

As if these tragedies were not
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