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LK—From left: Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of Enugu State; Nigerian former
professional footballer, Kanu Nwankwo, and his Manager, Jerry Onuokaibe, when Nwankwo
led a delegation of Kanu Heart Foundation to the Government House, Enugu, to inform the
governor of the foundation's Fitness Walk, billed to hold in Enugu, at the end of September,

yesterday.

Attack on Orsu: How Army major was
killed, 2 captains in hospital —Uzodimma

e mo PDP asks Buhari to set up inquiry into burming
of markets, houses in Imo

By Chinonso Alozie
WERRI—IMO State

Hop
Uzodimma, yesterday, said ﬁ

| government can work with them
+in-tesms of rehabilitation and

Hempowerment.
—"Some of them answered the

+—catt: surendered theirweapons
| and-talked with thegovemnment.
rWaset upa rehabilitation centre
| swhere some of these people will
| be rehabilitated but adamant

T8 | onescontinued visiting mayhem

yinle

SIS i UwerT, Wil
the incident of the

and destroying properties.”
The governor recalled that
Cnlylastmonth, soldierson duty

Jamating the madent o1 M€ i Awo-[demili, in Orsu local

led to_the
ay.

Orsu attack

ofshopslas!

Zodimma after the Imo

State chapter of the Peoples

Democratic Party, PDR calledon

President Muhammadu Buhari
en

entarea wereattacked

and welosta majorofthe Nigeria

Army to illegal locally
manufactured i

"Also, last Saturday, the joint

security force whoarrested one

the bandits took the bandit

info Ee alleged burming of _3per his confession as to where

@ﬁemmﬂm_.mey operate from and to visit

__Bouses in _c%s%lhmm.ammelmaleprMm

%?ma_r;ﬂmﬂ@—mmm. It turned out to
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‘TETDETs Of EDubeaqU SeQUTity —four

“Outhit
Uzodimnma said last Saturday’s
incident occurred when one of
the arrested bandils Ei?llj t:htg
security joint force to EK
market, g Orsu LGA. where the
bandits manufacture illegal
fvesand it was
that some of the shops were
parked with items used to
manufacture the Improvised
Explosives Devices, [ED. Itwas
then that u;e];m security agents set
me i - O
Uszndimmasaid the major died
from last month's att;:_:é.s while
the two injured cap! were
attacked In last Saturday’s
inGident in Orsu-Thiteukwa.
A:mxdingmUmdjmma.%u
were all witnesses 1o the
insecurity that envel_uped Imo
Staleinraperhdmannga!most
three years now. With the daily
occurrences of insecurity and
wantmdestmcﬁbnolhv&sand
;xupexﬁesmImoS‘tate,wee@
‘madeadarion call oo
inImoState toseek their support
io the security of Imo State.
~we even called on these
bandits to c_ea:sa ]glor:s and
surrender their
discuss with gwgmmeni sothat

shops where fertilizer and
other electrical gadgets used to
manufacture explosives were
packed. As I speak fo you, the
captainwholed that operationis
nowlying critical at the Intensive
Care Unit, ICU, FMC Owemi,
with another officer, a captain of

"Soldiers were able to recover
all these weapons and fertilizer
meant to be used to manufacture
these locally made explosives
and in the process, they bumnt
down the shops. They were
careful and no innocent lives
were lost. They were able to
destroy these shops where they
met these weapons.

"And it pleases some persons,
candidates of a political party to
condemn the security agences
and even blackmail them and
noneofthem madeanyqnempt
tovisit the scene,” he said.

Imo PDP asks
Buhari to set up
inquiry into
buqnl:ing of markets,

houses ;
The PDP, made this cgll
through the State Publicity

Secretary, Callins Opuruzor while
speaking tonewsmen in Owerr,
on the Orsuattack.

The main opposition party said
it had to speak out because of
what it described as the "silence
of Senator Uzodimma's regime,"
adding that it is worrisome that
the economic activities of the
communities were destroyed.

According to the party, "The
People's Democratic Party (PDP)
in Imo State condemns the
bombardmentof Orsu-Thiteukwa,
in Orsu Local Govemment Area
of the state, which in its wake
reduced toashes the popular Eke
Ututu market and also claimed
human lives.

"Nosecurity agency has taken
responsibility for the attack,
though media reports and
community sources point out
that the operation might have
been carried out by the military.
What is even more troubling is
that some sources have however
alleged that the barbarity was
perpetrated by Ebubeagu, the
rampaging state-sanctioned
militia

force.

"For the people of Orsu-
Ihiteukwa and even
neighbouring communities, Eke
Ututu is the symbel of economic
wellbeing, and it embodies their
dreams for a better tomormow.
Today, this source of livelihood
formany thousands ofpeople has
becomea heap of debris.

"Yet, despitethe tears, bloodand
ravages that the incident has
wrought upon this hapless
community, it is telling that tll
this moment, the wobbling APC
regime in Imo State has not

e
o PbPholdsthatthe slence

of the regime of Senator Ho
Uzodinma in the face of thi
unprovoked attackonvulnerable
citizens speaks volumes about
the depth of disdain which the
failed regime has for Imo people.
Thisis a regime that has long
abandoned the primary
responsibility of government,
whichisthe secungy oflivesand
property. The silence is therefore
a tacit endorsement of the

nsible act against the
fOrsulh.rteuEwa

ur Party calls on President
Muhammadu Buhari to
mémedigte%y SE]Eif up an
indey en ofinquiry to
um-agglnﬂle mm nge\;nv}gat
led to the dastardly attack on
unarmed citizens and bombing
ofa community market in Orsu-
Thiteukwa and to bring those
found ble tobook.

"Imo PDP commiserates with
the people of Orsu-lhiteukwa
over this unjustifiable attack.
Given the hardship which the
destruction of the Eke Ututu
market would bring, our
further calls on the Fed:
Government to move in
expeditiously to facilitate the
reconstruction of the razed
market and compensate the
traders," he said.
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leadership —Kanu Nwankwo

| medallst, Kanu Nwa

By Chinonso Alozte

NUGU—NIGERIAN
former professional
footballer and Olympic gold
0, has
extolled the leadership virtues of

| Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of

Enugu State, describing the

overnor as a God
earing, peaceful and kind-
hearted leader, who has made a
lotof sacrifices and frantic efforts
to keep the state peaceful and

progressive.

Nwankwo disclosed that
Enugu State is peaceful
because Gov. Ugwuanyi is "a

\ manof good heartand a peaceful

leader” °

Speaking when he led a
delegation of Kanu Heart
Foundation to the Government
House, Enugu, omuﬂsy
visitto Ugwuanyi, rthe
foothall legend, populardy known
as Papilo, *also commended the
govemnor for his good works in
thestate, inspite of the economic,
security and public health

| challenges bedeviling the

country.

Nwankwo, who said that
Enugu is his second home,
informed Gov. U ithathe
and his tearn were in the city for
the Kanu Heart Foundation
Fitness Walk, billed o take place
at the end of the month, to
commemorate this year's World
Heart Day.

The ex-intemational football
star and founder of the Kanu
Heart Foundation, revealed that

the foundation chose Enugu for
the event because it (Enugu) is
the most peaceful state in the
South-Eastgeo-political zone.
He pointed out thatthere will
be free medical care on the dayof
the fimess walk in Enugu "to
g‘aw who is fit and who is not

Nwankwo, who sought the
blessing and ion of the
Enugu State Government
towards the success of the
scheduled fitness walk,

expressed t the
7 Revealing what motivated him
to embark on the life-saving
humanitarian programme,
Nwankwo who thanked God for
saving his life after battling with
heart-related aftment, said: “Tam
a symbol of hope and [ believe
that you out there will leam from

House, Enugu, Gov. Ugwuanyi
invoked the blessings of
the forefathers of Enugu on
them, expressing delight at
Nwankwo's humanitarian
saying thatitisvery rare.
The governor lauded
Nwankwo for the life-saving
foundation he has laid, adding
thatitisa word-wide recognition
of which he (Nwalkmwo) will be
remembered for
Gov. Ugwuanyi assured
Nwankwoof hisadministration’s
supportand commitment to the
success of the event.

Why | visited Shettima, Ezeife

opens up
By Luminous
Jannamike

BUJA—FACTS have
merged on why the
chairman of Igbo Elders
Consultative Forum and former
governor of Anambra State, Dr.
Chukwuemeka Ezeife, visited
the vice-presidential candidate of
the All Progressives Congress,
APC, Kashim Shettima.
Ezeife claimed that he had
visited the former Borno
govemor as part of efforts to
securejustice and compensation
for a young businessman, who
was contemplating suicide after
the authorities in the state
allegedly demolished his
business premises and other

Beyond asking Shettima to
intervene and prevail on his
successor, Governor Babagana
Zulum, to look upon the
condition of the suicidal youth
with an eye of clemency, the
octogenarian said there was
nothing more to his visit.

There were reports,

Peace, unity of Nigeria to top
my agenda in governance —Obi

By Chioma Gabriel
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PRESIDENTIAL
Candidate of the Labour Farty,
LP Mt Peter Obi, has revealed
thathewﬂlensmem lasting peacg
by unifying the country an
mutual trustamong the people.

Ohbi madethe revelationatthe
Goodluck Jonathan Foundation
Peace Conference, in Abuja,
where he was represented by his
Principal Adviser, Mz Oseloka

Obaze.

Addressing journalistsafter the
event, Ohi restated his readiness
tobuilda new Nigeria where the
different parts of the country co-
exist ithoneanother,
while working together to
achieve integrated development
of the nation.

He stated that one of the main
tasks ahead of the new
leadership, that will come into
powe isuniting the countryand
restoring faith in our nationhood.
"We are so badly polarised in our

country. We have become mare
divided along ethnicand
religious lines that we all live in
mutual distrust of one another,
and true ce continues to
eludeus,” Obilamented,

Ohi further stated that he loaks
forward toa new Nigeria where
the people will live and thrive in
any part of the country and be
free to mu%_lmmmue their
potentials. He said. that his
government, when elected, will
commit to justice, faimess and

ity which, he said, arethebed
rockof peace.

....Says, Tinubu too
old to be president

penultimate week, thatthe meet-
ing between Ezeife and Shetti-
ma, which held behind closed
doors in the latter's place in Abu-
ja, wasrelated tothe 2023 presi-
dential election.

It was leamt that the meeling
had caused a crack within the
ranks of the Igbo Elders'
Consultative Forum, and
therefore made it necessary for
the leadership of the socio-
cultural body to address the
essence of the visit to Shettima.

Therefore, Ezeife in a
statement, late Tuesday night,
said he decided to open-up,
ey e

e position of
the Forum on the 2023 elections.

While describing the APC
presidential candidate, Asiwaju
Bala Tinubu, as too old to run for
the office of president, Ezeife said
thenuling Muslim-Mustm
g?‘-esteaxch efrm himoutin

e a new Nigen
leaderin2023, e

"Yes, 1 went, uninvited, to
Shetima. Iwasa jedby
aMaiduguri-bom and brought
up businessman of South-East
extraction. Why?

"More than a year ago, a well
built young man came to my
office in Abuja crying
desperately. He talked like
sameone considering suicide! He
told me that he was finished, that
the clothes on himwere the only
property left forhim.

"He inherited a hotel from his
fatherand built two more hotels
byhimself. All three hotels and
awarehouse were bulldozed by
the Bomo State government,
His other properties were also
seized, He had helped the
campaign efforts of the current
Borno State Governor "



