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I Monarch, 24 others killed as armed
therders invade 3 Benue LGAs
1

®Benue people now endangered specié
By Peter Duru
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| Killed | araterattacks-on ataboutthesametimeinvaded | Nathaniel Tkyur, reassured that his
2 g communitiesin ogo, d _Tiortyu community, which is less than A~government would not shy away from
»‘Lm Government Areas of Benue |18 kilometres from Makurdi town, on(% is commitment to provide welfareand
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* It was gathered from a community
g/ 1leader, Chief Joseph Anawa, that the
¥ armed herdsmen numbering about six
1 blocked and took over the Anyiin-Tse
Kile road in Ukemberagya Ward of
Gaambetiev Logo LGA on Monday,
about 7:15 pm.

= e said: “They shot and killed the
~ g/traditional ruler, Zaki Unongo
¥ Shaayange, at Ikyaan village,
]| matcheted many who are now in
critical condition at the NKST Hospital,

“One of the victims of the attack,
Aondoakura Kile, also said the bandi
made \away with some Baja
motorcycles of their vicims."
t was also gathered from a local

\ Thatattack triggered anangry protes
bcthe youths of the area, who took ovel

- the busy Makurdi-Gboko road where

they laid the corpses of the victims for
hours, stopping all vehicular
movements on that axis of the state.

Benue people now endangered
spede—Ortom

Meanwhile, Governor Samuel
Ortom has restated his call on the
people to rise and defend themselves
and save their families from the
mindless killings being perpetrated in
the state by the marauders.

The governor, who was reacting to
the simultaneous attacks on the three
LGAs, in a statement, yesterday, in

le are now endangered specieand
ESOV\% can no longerwait for help from
anywhere. My people will have tonise
to the occasion to defend themselves
and their heritage against the army of
occupation.

"We are law-abiding citizens. We
have cried for help against these
invaders but nothing is forthcoming.
We areleftalone and itlookslikeitisa
deliberate strategy. Nowwe have only
one option; to defend ourselves or get
extinct. Thisis a case for our survival.

Contacted, the Police Public Relations
Officer, Catherine Anene, said shewas
at the scene of one of the attacks with
the state Police Commissioner and
could nottalk, but promised togetback.

Lagos NSCDC impounds 7,600 litres

neighbouring Nasarawa State,
] shooting sporadically and chasing their
| victims out of their homes.

-8 "Theyshotatthe peopleastheyfled
] and anyone they caught up with was
: 1 not spared. Nine persons were killed
7 and many others sustained injuries. As
l we speak, women and children are
1 fleeing their homes in their numbers in
g Search of safe areas in neighbouring
1 communities to hide themselves,” he
-] said.

: Confirming the attack, Guma
‘% coundil chairman, Mr Caleb Aba, told
- newsmenon the phonethattheattack
I was unprovoked, adding: “Thesedays,
o these herdsmen don't have to be
provoked before they attack and kill
] becausetheagendaistochaseusaway
I from latilurancesnalhoma and occupy
2, 0111. Il'l'

By Bose Adelaja

IXTY-FOUR sacks

containing 7,600 litres of
Premium Motor Spirit (PMS),
were impounded by operatives of
the Nigeria Security and Civil
Defence Corps, NSCDC, Lagos
State Command during an
operation at Isalu creeks, Badagry
area of the state.

The operation, yesterday, was
carried out by the Marine and
Anti-vandal Team of the Badagry
Division, of the Command led by
Chief Superintendent of Corps,
Akinyemi Ayodeji, after a tip-off.

Disclosing this in a statement,
NSCDC Lagos State
Commandant, Eweka Okoro,
described the operation as proof
of his commitment to eradicating
oil pipeline vandalism amidst the

of petrol in Badagry

forthcoming Easter celebration in
the state.

~ While the preliminary
Investigation has commenced into
the matter, the commandant also
directed the anti-vandal unit of the
command to evacuate the
suspected products back to the
Ligos Sctlate Command.

ccording to him, the Niger
National Petroleum Corpo%glgigg
(NNPC) in the state will also be
g:;ltactgd fczr ;groper eévacuation of
products because it is hi
inﬂ%?mable. ®itis highly
"The suspected product

estimated at 7,600%1tres ofS Pme
What is more important here is the
act of sabotage, which will never
be allowed to thrive in the state in
line with our mandate, no matter
the number of Products attempted

to be vandalised b
saboteurs." ¥ the untoward

e A A o S

R




