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* Weapons are brought in between 12 midnight and 3am
*Arms are also moved with cows through forests.

* Immigration, Customs anly police 84 regular official rotrtes -
* Interior Minister knows these illegal routes exist| & -

—Immigration sources

By Evelyn Usman

n arrested terrorist in Sokoto, 33-year-
old Musa Mohammed Kamarawa
ade a shocking revelation last week

when hedisclosed how he boughta gun truck | forests in the northern part of the country,

worth N28.5 million for one of the terrorist
leaders in Sokoto state. Kamarawa, a
childhood friend of the notorious bandit
kingpin, Bello Turji, who was one of the 37
arrested bandits confessed during
interrogation how he had brought
sophisticated weapons into
Nigeria on many occasions.
The question that bothers
Nigerians therefore is how
terrorists are able to sneak in
arms into the country without
being detected by the customs
and immigration officials.

Over 1,000 illegal

routes into Nigeria
Information at Saturda
Vanguard's disposal reveale
that most of these bandits sneak
into the country between 12
midnight and 3 am, when it is
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N I S “The weapons in the hands
certain that Immigration a{rﬁd terrorism and go |  /pnece engr?nies of Nigeria
Customs officers manning arg back to their are capable of withstandin
land and sea borders ; those of the mililary, if™}
relaodnd atmen-raspectwep%ls countries nothing is done
at the 84 regular and ?\Eﬁurig immediately. The only
recognized foutes into INigena. advantage the mililary has over them is the

disclosure was made by a senior

Irr‘nl;hn.lis tion officer, during an mterac?on
with Saturday Vanguard, [ol.lowu'lxg ast
weekend's revelation by one of
suspected bandits arrested in So,}émo, "
" A senior Immigration officer w o\fpo eog
the condition o a.norg'rmty, toldd anguart
that "Webave over Lo and thrdugh
10U tes Lpnl.?gengepa, e tartiach o
ahricy Jerpetrate heinous crimes including
idtori rrr. and go back to their countries :
el to him, “a good percentage of

At and bandifs who ha‘vjewgen
e terronsts that are in Nigena today,
e throuegh these iegal and ar

came if

e 37 |

We have over 1,000
illegal and irregular
routes into Nigeria,
both on land and
through the sea.

come in through

perpetrate heinous
crimes including

|

routes. These routes are mostly found in the
northern parts of the coun 4A¥so,_ Lagosand
Ogun states are some of the major riverine
routes that these strangers come into Nigeria,
through the West African flanl. .

"Most times, they bring weapons into the
country with the aid of their cows, through the

pretending to be cattle rearers, They usually
move between 12 midnight and 3am. By then
Immigration officers at designated points
would have moved to their regular terrain . At
other times, the bandits are tlad in military
camouflage, disguising as soldiers. Most arms
are sneaked into Nigeria
from Libya, Niger and Chad
Sometimes

"“The Minister of Interior
can not Pretend to be
ignorant ol these irregular
and illegal routes into the
country. Sometime ago, a
former Minister of Inferior
promised that the
construction of a border
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criminals laza that would
strengthen effective

surveillance around borders

routes, in the counlry would be

constructed . But here we are,
Etill expecting that to
appen.

aerial arsenal. But with what happened the
other time when these terrorists fired at one of
the military aircraft and brought it down, you
will know that their agenda i$ not somethin
to be treated with kids glove. The Feder:
Government must rise to the challenge and
ﬁul a;:l end to the activities of these bandits",
e sald.

Bandits have grown in
audacity
Indeed, bandits have in audacj

the tempo of attacks and have transitione
a top security threat in Nigera. In §

A ents recorded in
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instances, they impose levies on communities,

send letters of warning and impending
| bloodletting lo their helpless targets in the
l northern region of the country. The scenario

in many flash-points is anguish, brutish life,
forced evictions from ancestral homes,
deprivation of sources of livelihood and a
eemmg[iy unendin%huma:ﬂtarian crisis.
In 2021, about 2

Nigeria, according to the

Conflict tracker database, with communities
in the northwest and north central Nigeria
witnessing the worst of the menace. Some of
these deatlis were caused by bandits.

Although the military, the police and other
security agents have unrelentingly waged war
against them, yet there is no clear end of the
menace, rather, new insurgency groups are
emerging, posing new threats and continuing
old terrors.

Killings

One_of their yictims was a_for
ip aspiran mth'eZOlQeEEﬁEn"_i;
State, Sagir Hamidu, on the Abuja-
expressway, in November, 2021;
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. a1.1 Rano, a Tand one ol
“urchin, Almajin
communily wére killed. Th )
Qq’hmnsgﬁeﬁsimﬂar attack occurred in the
Bakori-Funtua area of the state. More
alarming, is the sophistication of arms used
bybanch%slounJeas mayhem on their victims
and security agents who stand in their way
Investigation by Saturday Vanguard
revealed Hﬂal there are different groups of
bandits scattered around the length and
breadth of the northern part of the country.
Leaders of each of the groups go as
far as liaising with ([:{un runners in
the African flank fo bring these
weapons into the county.

CISLAC blames
Immigration, Customs
Meanwhile, at a focus grou
discussion on the "Barriers an
Bridges to Accountability in
thé Defence and Security
™\ Sector”, ot?am’zed by
the Civil Society
' Legislative Action
Centre, CISLAC in
Lagos, its Programme
Officer Mr Salaudeen
ashimu, that
bandits were able to
bring truck into
the country because
our borders are
porous.
According
Hashmimu, "“The
Nigeria Immigration
Service an the
Nigeria Customs
Service are of the
roblem
ese alljens ml;mc:
roperly controlle
gndp theyinabili to
control

to

ecause

them has
continued to threaten the security
architecture of the system, Our borders are
becoming very porous, we have a belt of aver
2000 Idlometres that is not properly policed.
Also, there seems to be a lot of
commercialization going on by nnel
atthe nation's borders. They look the other
way and allow aliens to move in and out
of the country at will. .
And of course, for the Customs, I think
it is important that they begin to tighten
up more, there seems to be some effort
coming from the system, as we have seen
where customs have been
able to expose arms and
containers  full  of
ammunition, but of course,
there are still some
sneakers where these
Lhn’_ﬂs are going on.
"There are over 70% of
the eight million small
| arms in the country, in the
hands ~ of armed
opposition groups. How
are  theSe  things
happening? We know that
even the collapse of Liby(a
has continued to lead to
the export of personnel
and fighters into the
country. All of these
things put together
sp% est that we need to
tighten up more around
our border patrols.
"The Sahel and the
Gulf of Guinea are
some of the biggest
threats to security i this
part of the country. And
until we regulate and
work more, and those
who have
responsibility to act
should do a lot more,
we might continue lo
experience this
situation and there
might not be any end
in sight till there is a
deliberate approach
) towards stemming
the current tide that we are currently
experiencing”, Hashimu stated.

NIS meets over porous border

Apparently bothered by the dangers posed
by porous borders, Nigeria Immigration
Service Comptrollers from eight different
ocations in the North/West met in Katsina

arms and

andits in

1
34 people died in gas—-a%lasl month lo strategize on how to tackle the

de(}ﬂ? m{(ta‘nl.
A Lthe proliferation of weapons through
porous borders, Mr Adeshina Ollg:of CISL"-?C
stated that "connivance of some residents who
serve as informants to bandils undermines
security operations, Therefore, the Nigerian
government should deploy measures to bring
communities closer to the government
especially security agencies. In addiljon:
awareness campaigns to gather support for
the Nigerian forces combaling bandits would
help improve civil-military relations. From
. lews reports, vested interests and other
entimental issues appear to be triggering
olence in the region. Military efforis may
seem like the best solution to the issue of

~bandilry, but paying close attention to the

-economic “and  socio-cultural

dimensions of the conflict is equally i
in building peace and slabilej?ly in xg\-&‘l‘\T\l’E]‘l
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