e

yeept proper {orensic
jnveshigation s carl wed
out to unravel the cit-
ances surrounding the
death of Rejoice Ukpai, a 24-
\'?armld‘lmg'hmj and her 13
frgiths: _old_baby whosc
cOmSes wol‘L“lﬂllnd inacanal
around Awgjadun Slreelin.
Abaranje commu nily, lkolun —
aiea ol Lagos. their deaths
whuld soon be addec {o the
ctatis ©§ of_unresolv
s fiaving a semblance
srder and suicide.
Rejoice carnied h Di-
about 8:00 pm on

cumst

Vine,

Mondqyfn_ighM

ner_live-in-lover, Ekene
Ukpai that she was going to

give someone money forcon- |

tribwtien  within _ the
ommunity. ——
QTfEnguard Metro learned
that later that night at about
10:00 pm, Rejoice and her
son were seen wandering
aimlessly within a bush path
around Awojadun Street.
Some of the residents who
saw her wandering asked
her what she was doing at
that time of the night with
her child, she said she was
looking for a place to rest.
Unfortunately, the corpses of
Rejoice and the toddler were
discovered at dawn on
Tuesday by residents in the
community.

~ When Vanguard Melro vis-
ited the scene of the incident
on Wednesday morning, &
resident who identified him-
self as Abiodun said: "At
about 9:00 pm on Monday.
the woman was seen with her
son wandering around.
When the community securty
saw her, they asked her whal
she was doing close to the
bush path that leads to the
:an‘n!. she said she wanted
to rest

OnTuesday morning, [ was
surprised when 1 heard they
were dead. | rushed to the
:"r‘r"" when I saw Lhelr
Orpses, it was as if the baby
“as sleeping and his eyes
,m'"' still open. The woman
was wearing o pair of blue
J:'nr- trousers and a T-shirt,
But part of her mouth has
been mutilated by the
(i(”'l"'“' of the substance she
drank, reveahing her teeth.”
. Speaking of the incident,
M-year-old  Baale o
Abaranje kingdom, Lamidi
Minde Hassan said: "1 was
about o retire to hed Monday
{'lrsglnidl about 11:00 pm when
!hi:m.wm a call from one ol
snla-ldndh”dh called Old
1Olhler who lives very clost

escene of the incident.”

o thuklier said he came oul
Wi is house and found &
‘Oman and her baby lying
side by side at the canal
close to his house. He further
explained that at that time,
it appeared the woman was
Still alive as she was still

Controversy over
school teacher,

son’s death

* Rejoice

the child

breathing hul
looked dead.
“immediately, | advised him
to report to the pohce station
[ didn't hear from him again
till on Tuesday morning
when another resident, a
pastor who owns a houst
there said the woman and
her haby werc dead. |
explained 10 nim that Old
soldier had informed the
police. The pastor said you
know (he police won't come
except they are mobiliscd.”
l-'hrllnmlf'iy, hetween 10/11
Tuesday, the police
Jonal Police
ered the
her and

afn On
from Isher Divie
came and et ov
reemuins ol the mol
ehitd. The ‘DA chatrpalt of
the community was arreste
and latel releaned alter the
pohee 1ook his slatement
When Hhis reporter visted
thelr .|]u|rlml~nt al Shoye
Odunona Streel behind o
private hospital, thelr
ersonal eflects woere scal
tered cverywhere. The foam
was placed on the wall while
the baby's wardrobe stood in

one corner. )
The sandals Rejoice wore

* Ekene
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our son that [ drive tricycle
s [ can provide for them. So
if at all she had something
bathering her, she never
mentioned it to me. We have
never hatd a serious misun
derstanding that should
make her take her life. I she
little ranscience, she
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has 4
saldn’t have killerl aur san
Fven if  we had a

wouldn?

musunderstanding

tpefter il &8

heuse, go s

tuation calms down
ar things are resah
instead of taking he 7 Jife 2
11 she

f epiar sont

r feoling. she wa45

I don't know if she
had issues at her
place of work
because she is a
very secrelive
person, you can 1
tell when she is
troubled so I can '
tell if she had
issues af work

hach from work was on 1LY

floor. A caimp gas and a pot
sirt hesadhe the npboand w e
1l bereaved young meai
loolad helplessly

Sty to process what
thee mother of s son had
done, Fhene sand: "We don’t
« any problems, hke maost
Je puples, we oncean o
while have owl chisagreement
which we resolve within out-
selves. What [ understand in
everything that has hap-

hav
youn

pened is that she
delermined to take her e
that is the only expla
for her action

The only thing that trou
me in life 1s how to work ha
and carn a hivaina le
mately.’

She returned from work s
where she teaches at Ishet E
atl about 6:00 pm. washed w
plates and did her no sus
chores. lmtally, she sa
was going to charch tor vigil
later, she sand she wants o s
(IVE SOMeOne Mmoney for con :
tnibution §asked her towait
<o | can put on my shand e
When 1 came out. she had 8 it
already lett with our s o

1 ) S~ W ca

She didn't go with anything
not even her phone or bag
" don’t know it she hadas

sues at her place obwork g
when
Canse she s avery secrehivg
i They
peison. vou cand el when e
2 ol i COtpne
sheoas tronbled. So boan e \ S
Woshe had issues at work i ,:‘ - y
LINOWT SHe Was

Even f she had issues at he \

fon't want to
plice obwarkois that envuagh qont want ic
1o take er Lide aned that o ows

sond There s no one wha

AV M AIRAY
have anvihing to do with her
evenan death

Reyoce s trom Calabat
while | am from Ebonw)
State. we are not marnied, we
were dating and she got
pregnant and we started
hving together

"Before now, there was a
time she tred something like
this. That was when she was
pregnant with our son. She
wanted to drink detergent
but I stopped her.”

I

't tacimag one Chatlenage o
the other 1 have suftered
huge  brustrations and
setbacks an hite. T owas
scammed while trying to
procure a visa to travel to
China but nothing on eatth
would make me take my hife.
1 have struggled so much,
but life 1s whatt s,

"1t is because of her and



