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Tension mounts in Benue over death of royal father’s brother,
SlSter s kldnap told, my mother and my siblings

e Youth set for war with suspected masked leader of gang that attacked palace were sleeping when at about 2.00a.m

i e
By Peter Duru, Makurdi following the invasion of the palace identified gunmen, but suspected to ths lgu nmtegl II.)ST OKE,Q?;O Tﬁoté?ﬁf
of the royal father of Ikpomilokpo be armed herdsmen. The brutal Wo&! ZJ :ﬂ p 1& aia 4
and the killing of his brother, and attack, believed to have been Spu_[hma caty dto sc;:r:dp;o%ece & Y'n
abduction of his sister by yet- to-be-‘_—S—P'_é?i—fﬁaaded by a community i
“Tember, who Used 3 face mask fo -the entrance door of my residence
'h1 6 hie 1, identity, has left the actlng --and palace but when they could not,
Clan Head of Ij Ikp omﬂo lokpo, in_Ado thi i ustgd Hlenweapans Lo brmg
door. They got in an
*Local GB\T&ﬁment Area of Benue e - ;
" State, Chief Paul Oche, intears, The  Started asking for my mother. But

; .--——r— Fead. ob arely two _ miraculously she was able to escape
"mcg:t‘?, Scoéig‘;f %ie‘fhrggse Evas gn ag from there as she ran out of the house

‘official a551gnment when the —and.scaled the fence. That was how
--------- ‘she escaped. They entered my
his twin brother and took away hisbrother’s room, his name is

=8 Thompson Oche. They dragged him
0 th P . gg
%i?ﬂsggzr st aile on e out and started asking him of the

hereabouts of our mother. He

“The royal father who is still in W :
shock told Arewa Voice that he never  directed them to our mother's room.
expected such a brutal attack on his  When they got there and our mother

; . was not there, they confronted him
palace having not done anything to )
anyone or group to warrant such 3gain about her whereabouts. He

unprovoked confrontation and !0ld them that he had no idea of her
destruction. He said the armed men ~ Whereabouts. They beat him
who were suspected to be herdsmen ~ thoroughly after which they shot him

were supposedly led to his palace by ~ dead. After that, they went to my elder

ister's room; her name is Rose Oche.
a masked young man who spoke the 315 :
native Ado Idoma language. The 1heY dragged her out and gave her

clan head said: "From what I was Continues on page 21

NEW wave of tension is rapidly
mounting in Benue State

-Ado LG azauman and his delegaaon condoling the beteaved '
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