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Gunmen

Zamfara;

@8ix killed, palaces of {
community ®Seven kill
abducted in Ekiti, N5

By Boluwaiji Obahopo & Rotimi Ojomoyela

_OKoJA
Gunmen_have
killed no fewer

»_lhal.‘l 13 persons, razed
houses, rusiled callle in

Kogi and Zamlara staies
since Monday, abduciing
eight in Ekiti and
demanding N50 million
ransom lo [ree their
caplives.

_While six were killed
and houses razed in Kogi,

Y lile was snulled out ol
ara Slale
was also _ [led lo seek reluge in

seven in Zamf
where Tivestoc
rustled_—_

Tn Ekili State, the

gunmen kidnapped al
leasl six persons and

demanded a ransom ol
NS0 million to eflect their

release.

Vanguard gathered thal
the si1x persons were
killed in a coordinaled
alfack  on_ Bagana
communily in Omala

Kogi Stale.
Talso burnt.
The latesl altack came
barely amonth after nine
persons were killed in the
arca, while properly
worth milhons ol naira
were  deslroyed, as
bundreds of inhabitants

llouseswere

neighbouring
communhies.

The gunmen were said
lo have gone, first lo the
palace ol one of the
traclitional rulers ol the
community, the Otutubatu

Local Goveniment Arcaol Madam Achebe Alih,

—papularly

ol Bagana, Chiel Sahilu
Anyebe, whose stool was
graded third class jusl a
week ago.

They reportedly set the
palace ablaze and i the

- process, shol dead three

persons, including one

known
Mama Teacher.

It was learmed thal the
allack was linked o a
Lussle for the stool of the
communily, as lThose
opposed (o the recent
grading had planned 1o
allack the traditional ruler
during a  proposcd
ceremony of the third
class litle.

However imlormation ol
the allack was said o
have been leaked to m,
forcing  the  abrupl

Aas

From left, Vice-President Yemi Osinbajo; Head of the Civil Service of the
Federation Dr Folasade Yemi-Esan; Chairman, Aig-Imoukhuede Foundation,
Mr Aighoje Aig-Imoukhuede and Vice Chair, Mrs Ofovwe Aig-Imoukhuede al
the signing of the partnership agreement between the Oﬂ':cq of the Head of
Civil Service of the Federation and the Aig-Imoukhuede Foundation to commence
the Enterprise Content Managemen! Solution al the closing ceremony of (he
Nigerian Economic Summit in Abuja, yesterday.
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Om ransom demandecl

suspension ol The
ceremony.

Bul the altackers were
said Lo have gone ahead
1o launch the attack, burnt
the palace, car and olher
valuable  properties
belonging to the
Lrachhonal tuler, whose
close famihes hved in
cluster with hin.

Vanguard gathered thal
immecialely the attackers
lell, some other groups
mobihzed milibas Trom
nearby communihes and
burnt houses helonging
lo the suspected clans
who they behieved razed
the Chutubatu's palace.

Reprisal altacks
The reprisal allacks,
which continued the
lollowing day, led T the

He, another paramount
ruler and the District
Head ol Bagana, Chiel
Alih Haruna, and olher
houses belonging lo some
nolable inhabilanls.

The house ol Lhe
councillor representing
the district, Alidu Usman
Idakwo, and those of
other tribes were nol
spared.

A local, who could not
hold back tears over the
wanton destruclion ol
lives and properly,
lamented the nonchalanl
altitude of the government
who he accused ol only
wailing lo commiserale
wilh people, ralher than
lake decisive aclion
againsl the perpetralors.

Special Adviser on
Security o Omala LGA
chairman, Steve Shaibu,
who confirmed the dealh

in
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ol six persons, said one
other person was cnlically
mjurcd and had been
cvacualed lo undisclosed
health facility i a nearby
village.

He gave the names ol
those killed as Suleiman
Baba, Yusul Lere, Miys

“Achebe Alih, Abubakai

Salilu, Danlami Yahaya,

while Ugboede Attah s on

adimission,
Anothevindigene ol the

_-communily, Alhaji Umar
burning down ol the-,
palace of the Oga Onu'

Bagana, lamenfed the
recurring orgy ol
violence, killings and
destruction ol properlies
since 20014 and blamed
the development on the
clanish jingoists
contending for the soul of
the community,

He called on Governor
Yahaya Bello to enlorce
his direclives to the
different chiefs lo relocate
lo their respective domain
as a measure lo stem the
tide of violence being

unleashed  on  the
communtly.
Meanwhile, the

Commissioner ol Police,
ldrisu  Dabban, in
company ol the chatrman
ol Omala LGA, [brahim
Aboh, who visited the
scene, called on Lhe
people 1o return home,
promising that the police
had commenced discrect
mvestigation to bring the

) ﬂ()llf‘m\l NEVER
DIE YOUNG
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X,
5,
i

perpetrators 1o bool

7 killed, 1,500
cattle rustled in
Zamfara

An o Zamlata - Stale.
qunnien, suspeciod 1o
h'll]til\\, mvaded Yanpuk
Village an Zurmm Local
Government :
yeslerday, Killing seven
i)l‘l'h(:n‘ulntl((Irlllll_|u\\‘(l‘-
over 1,500 cows and
sheep.

An indigene ol the
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Arca

village, Garba Musa, who |

narrated his ordeal 1

Gusau town, sawd the i
bandits whowere in large |

number, arnved i the
village yesterday night
Land began shooting at
‘everybody they saw in
‘order to scare the people.

Musa said:
“Immedhaltely they
armved, they opened hre
on anyone they could see,
as such, everyone ran
helter-skelter in order to
escape.

“They later moved trom
house 1o house searching
for food ilems and
animals, and also broke
many shops where they

carled  away wilh
loodstutls. They also
rustled  over 1,500

domestic ammals hke

“Cows, sheep and goals,”
He mamtamed that

Continues on Page 35
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"But the picture that you

of militant groups is weaker."

;nmen on rampage in Kogi, Ekiti, Zamfara; 13
illed, 8 abducted

Continues from Page 5

when the bandits left the
village, it was discovered
that seven people were
shot dead, while several
others sustained serious
injuries.

“We have conducted the
burial of seven people and
the number of casualties
could be more than this
because some people ran
to the bush and are yet to
be seen up to this moment, "
he said.

Spokesperson of the state
police command, SP
Mohammed Shehu, who
confirmed this to journalists
said “the Commissioner of
Police has already deployed
enough police personnel to
the area in order to restore
peace."

8 kidnapped in
Ekiti, N50m
ransom

demanded

In Ekiti State, eight
people were allegedly
kidnapped on Tuesday at
Itapaji Ekiti, in Ikole Local
Government Area.

This is coming a week
after four persons were
kidnapped at Ayebode-
Ekiti, in the same local
govermnment.

The kidnappers were said
to have demanded N50
million ransom from the
families of the victims
yesterday.

According to an
eyewitness, the gunmen

had stormed a house
located in the town around
9:30pm, shot intermittently
into the air and made away
with eight occupants of the
building.

It was gathered that the
terrible incident happened
atthe time the owner of the
building was preparing for
his mother's burial.

According to the source,
the seven gunmen came
around 9:30pm,
surrounded the building,
shot into the air, and made
the people in the
community to scamper for
safety.

“Occupants who were 14
were forcibly made to lie
down, and were later taken
away into the bush, but six
of them escaped.

“One of the family
members got a call from the

abductors who demanded
a ransom of N50m," the
eyewitness said.

The source lamented how
the lack of police stations in
Itapaji -Ayebode and Irele-
Oke Ako axes was
responsible for increasing
rate of kidnapping in the
area, saying the nearest
police station was in Ikole
Ekiti, which was over 40
minutes drive to the
troubled spot.

Police Public Relations
Officer, Ekiti Command,
Sunday Abutu, who
confirmed the incident,
said: “The command is
working on that . Already,

police operatives as
well as the JTF have been
deployed in that axis to
ensure they rescue the
victims and for p0551b1e
arrest of the culprits.



