YO PRISON ATTACK: Security forces hunt for 575 fieeing

inmates, Makinde confirms 2 deaths, calls for calm
*Gani Adams outraged

By Dapo Akinrefon,
Omeiza Ajayi & Deola
Badru

E Federal Govern

A ment, yesterday, said _

security forces have captured
262 of 575 fleeing inmates of
~Oyo Medium Security Custo-
dial Centre who escaped when
gunmen attacked the facility

_ Friday night.
T “Gunmen had stormed the
Correctional Centre in Oyo

town, freeing inmates_after a-

gun duel with guards,
- The large number of in-
mates on the loose, some of
~ them hardened criminals, was
_a source of wonry to residents
of the town and environs, last
“night, as they believed the sit-
uation could result in a spike
in the rate of criminality,

Meanwhile, Governor Seyi
Makinde, last night, called for
calm over the jail attack, stat-
ing that all security agencies
in the state had been put on
high alert, and that the state
would do everything to protect
its citizens and all state and na-

tional assefs. .
Makinde; in a broadcast on
-the Broadcasting Corporation
- - of Oyo State (BCOS), said goy-
emment had directed security
‘agencies to deploy personnel to

critical national assets withinthe* *

state and to monitor all entranc-
esland exit points across the state.

- He urged all residents of the’

state to be watchful and to call

" the. Security Emergency
Number 615 in case they no-
tice any unfoward movement

of persons or development, re-
peating the call to action, “if
you see something, say some-

_. thing." - ]

- A statement by the Chief
Press Secretary to the gover-

nor, Mr. Taiwo Adisa, indicat- -

- ed that the governor commis-

erated with the families of the -

two slain security agents: " a
corporal of the Nigerian Army
attached to Operation Burst,
and an Operative of the Oyo
State Amotekun Corps.

. The statement noted that
the governor had earlier visit-

ed another Amotekun Corp,

. Shukurat Omoba, who was

injured in the attack and in

. critical condition at the Uni-
- versity College Hospital, UCH,
Ibadan. '

He added that the state is

deploying all resources to en-

sure that she survives the situa-

* 262 captured
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*From left: Former President
State and Dr. Wale Babalakin,
Boys Association (GCIOBA),
held at the Olusegun Obasanjo Presidential Lib

Olusegun Obasanjo, Go

vernor Dapo Abiod of Ogun
SAN, President , Government College Ibadan Old
during the Anniversary Lecture of the association '

tion, while also urgmg resi- |

dents tojoin in prayers for her
TECOVEry.

Public Relations Officer,

Nigeria Correctional Service

(NCoS), Oyo State Com-- -
mand, Mr Olarewaju An- -

- jorin, who confirmed the at-
' tack, said it happened at 9:50
pm. Hesaidl: "Yes, I canigon.
firm fo you that the place

~Was attacked and some of the
awaiting inmates were set

with the Comptroller and
some other senior officers as-
sessing the damage done to
the facility. .

"Now, we cannot ascer-
tain the number of the in-
mates freed or people that got
injured, but definitely, T will
be giving you'an update lat-
er"

In arelated development,
Sola Fasure, Media Adviser
to the Minister of Interior,
Ogheni Rauf Aregbesola, ina
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" free.' I am there right-now

statermnent, said ajointsecurity .

services manhunt had been
launched to apprehend flee-

@rs,
His words; "He {Minister
ofinterior) has assured mem-
bers of the public to go about
theirnormal businesses as fhe

_ situation is under contro], He
also requires members of the

publictoreport anysuspicious
movement or any sign of the
escaped inmates and thegun-

ing inmates and the attack-

»
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the nearest security post around
them.

~ men; inand around the vicinity, to - -

: "Sécurity agencies are on'the

trail of the escaped inmates,
while-a joint security services
ndanhunt has been launched

some-of the inmates while oth-
ers returned voluntarily. How-
ever, those who are on the run
are advised to turn themselves
in, as an escape from lawfyl cus-
tody is a serious offence. The full
weight of the law will be brought
on them when arrested."

The NcoS, on-its part, said
while the invaders forced out all
the awaiting trial detainees, the
cells housing the convicts and the

female inmates were not van-
dalized.

"Meanwhile, a total of 262 of .

the escapees have been recap-
tured leaving 575 still at large,

“Following the directives of the
Comptroller General of Correc-
tions, Haliru Nababa, the state

Complrollery Noel, Ailewon, has ., Hi
NS l?ﬁCil

Immediately for the apprehan-: |

“slonof the assailants, © =
2 {This has led 40 the.gapture of .

e

commeniced the process of search
and ‘recapture after visiting the .

scene of the incident.

- "He assures that no {éﬁoit,\‘ il

be spared to recaptue the fiee-

ing inmates even as hésolicits
credible intelligence to aid secu-
lity agencies |
the fugitives," the NCoS statec:

Reacting to the incident, Aare

Onakakanfo of Yorubaland, Iba

' tracking down *

rary, Abeokuta ...on Friday..
‘Gani Adams, blamed security

agencies for the attack, accus-
ing them of not providing ade-

quate security around the pris-
on

- In a statement by his Special
Assistant on Media, Mr. Ke-
hinde:Aderemi, the Yoruba

* generalissimo said the invasion

of the facility has exposed the
poor security situation in the
country. i 3

~ Hesaid: "Oyotown hasnever
recorded such an imcident in

security has triggered varous

types of menace across the

country.

. its history. Unfortunately, in- -

“"Following the attack oni the

Abuja- bound train, and the

" Oyo prison attack, it is certain-
ly no doubt that the bandits

are playing out a script that

will later enqulf the entire na-

tion,

© “Itis, indeed, very nidiculous '

to hear such unsavoury news |

-coming from the ancient |

town, However, I want to ex- |

press my concern to gdbglizl

“k‘h&h‘» dl ?jest)’r i
‘*A%}e‘ife‘rmﬁadmeow State

govemment. ©- °

- am also using this op-

portunitygurge the Inspec-

“tor:Genéraliof Police to look

into the security situation in
Oyo.and address the prob-
lem. Oyo State is very sensi-
tive to the Southwest and we

cannot continue to live in |

tear”. : ’
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