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SUKKA—DESPITE ¢
Tesolution by the SOul:;i
East Governors to contain the
qolentgne and Killings in the re-
gion, the issues h i
Ao ave continued
Pandemonium broke

the Police Divisional Hea;c][l&a&;f
ters, Umulokpa, in Uzo-Uwani
Local Government Area of Enu-
gu State following an attack by
yet-to-be-identified qunmen on

~<aturday.
@’y Similarly, a lifeless bgdyd ofa

ung man identified
g ]

emment Area of Enugu State. IZO
@q 0 yesterday, the Imo State mbe dﬂSh—GOVt

overnment said one of the two

military officers killed inlast Fri- _{oF Information and Strategy,
&Y 's clash in_Tzombe communi- _Peclan Emelumba, disclosed this
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Violence worsens with killings in Imo, Enugu:;

*Gunmen attack police station, abduct female cop*Imo indigene

Panic in Umuahia

. "He gave this order after Jead-
Ing a team of Senior Police Offic-
ers and Commanders of the
Command's tactical/operational
teams to the scene.

) 'Meax}wh.ile. the general pub-
lic, particularly citizens of the
State, have been enjoined to
assist the Command with credi-
ble information and/or intelli-
gence that will lead to the loca-
Hon of the said personnel and
arrest of the assailants."

cerki]]edin

The Imo State Commissioner

members of the gang

of the deceased Obele and the
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‘military officers @_m@gﬁeﬁgly incident and those whose

Equally, there was tension i
Umuahia, the Abia State capital
following invasion by
hoodlums enforcing the sit -at -
home order yesterday.

In a related development, the
leader and protagonist of Biafra

o) 01N Y
— pathising with the victims of the

es-were burnt.

~4 He said the military officers

cafne on the nvitation.

lagers who placed a di
Scios o he o
iy all

Independence Mo t, BIM,
Chief Ralph Uwazuruike, has
cried out over the raid of the
group's regional office at Umua-
ka, Njaba local government area
of Imo State by suspected offi-
cials of the Nigerian Navy.

abduct female cop *—,'gmﬁ
P

in Enugu

Vanguard gathered that the
gunmen stormed the police divi-
sion at about 5pm in their num-
bers and started sheoting spo-
radically, damaging the facility in
the process.

A resident of the area who
spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty said that policemen, on sight-
ing the gunmen scampered for
safety, abandoning the division
in the process.

Vanguard equally gathered
that the unknown gunmen ab-
ducted a police woman who was
on duty at the time of the attack
and took her to an unknown
destination. )

Though no life was lost, it was
Jearnt that having scared the
policemen away, the hoodlums
proceeded to the armoury com-
partment of the police division
where they carted away arms.

Confirming the éncxdemé :2?5

okesperson of Enugu
glice Cg:tmmand, ](J:agtiel Nduk-
we, said the State Commission-
erof Police, Lawal, had

i the Criminal Investiga-
tion Department, CID, of the
command to intensity efforts to
locate the abducted female cop.

Ndukwe, ina statement made
availahle to Vanguard added that
the Commissioner of Police has
equally ordered full scale inves-
tigation into the attack, 355u"i'd
ing that the tors Wo
be amrested and prosecuted.

Part of the staternent read: ‘The
Commissioner of Pcbjlalce' Enugu

4 to intensify ongoing in-
1Irlfsjtld'gaﬁve efforts to lo:lat:n a
missing female persoinanenﬁﬁ
fish out the yetjto—beA

, whoin '
hoodlumms, B ndalized
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Stripped them of their unifor
and clubbed them to death.
Headded thatthe suspectthat
35 Shiol dead by the military”
fional Center during the
m a said: "Whenever
loss of lives is involved, it calls for
sober mood. We want to sympa-
thise with the families of those
who lost their lives and houses
were burnt. It is so unfortunate
one of the military guys that was
killed was an indigene of Imo
State.

"According to the security re-
port, the 80 per cent of the plan-
ning that led to the attack of the
Owerri Correctional Center took
place in the Oguta area. The
suspect according to the securi-
ty Teport was an escapee of the
Owerri correctional centre dur-
ing the time of jailbreak.”

"It is good to know this, it was
the villagers whoinvited the mil-
itary because of the security
threat from this suspect that was
killed and on seeing the military
he engaged the mibtary with his
gun while they were trying to
arrest him and in the process, he
was killed.

"It was his men that now went
and attacked the military and
took two of the military officers to
a particular place and collected
{heir arms and ammunitions, col-
lected their uniforms and beat
them to death,” Emelumba said.

Lifeless body of
YOllllg man
discoveredin Enugu
vVanguard gathered that the
deceaggd was aﬂegsﬂ;egmr-
unknown 3
dﬂgydmg to a statement by
the Public Relations Officer PRO,
of the Enugu State Police Com-
mand, Daniel Ndukwe, the com-
mand has commenced investi-
gation to fish out the perpetra-

15 "
tatement read: "There
Lk ried case of murder of

a l T
a\m;oung man identified as

hen Ajah, along Ozalla/Ag-
g:np Road in Nkanu Local
Government Area of Enugu
\Slate. by yet-to-be identified

/
/

yesterday.

military officer killed in Izombe clash—Govt * Lifeless body of young

mandiscovered in Enugu
hia *Njaba BIM office raided by Naval ratings
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VISIT: Representative of Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of Enugu State, Mrs. Ce-
cilia Ezeilo (left) and the Chairman, Indices and Disbursement Committee,
aged the military with his gun.  Revenue Mobilization, Allocation and Fiscal Commission, RMAFC, Chris Ako-
“mas, during a courtesy visit to the governor at the Government Hounse, Enngu,

armed men.

"The lifeless body of the said
young man was rushed to the
ospital by Police operatives,
where he was confirmed dead

fromthe’OWern " ~and the corpse deposited in the

mortuary for preservation and
“autopsy.

"Meanwhile, investigation to
fish out the perpetrators has com-
menced. Further development
will be communicated.”

Suspected hoodlums
cause panicin
Umuahia

Tension took over the city when
reports filtered in that suspected
hoodlums were enforcing the sit-
at- home order, from the Uzua-
koli road area.

There was tension as shop
owners hurriedly closed their
shops and motorists deserted the
roads. Banks also shut their gates
for fear of attacks.

Some shop owners at the Isi
Gate area who spoke to Van-
guard said some people started
running and they had to close
their shops and fled.

"We didn't know what hap-
pened but some people came
running that unknown gunmen
were coming to Isi Gate from the
Uzuakoli road area, enforcing
the sit- at -home. They started
running and we closed our shops
and ran after them. After some
minutes, we discovered that it
was a rumour.

However, calm soon returned
to the city as there were no gun-
men on sight, Traders returned
to their shops while motorists,
some of who had abandoned their
vehicles also retumed. Most of
the banks only opened their pe-
destrian gates.

Njaba BIM office
raided by Naval
ratings
According to a press statement
signed by Uwazuruike’s Senior
pecial Assistant on Media and
Publicity, Elder Chris Mecha,
'the Biafra flag and signpost were
destroyed while cash and other
valuable items were carted
away”.

While confirming that no ca-
sualty was reported and no ar-
rests were made because mem-
bers were not in a meeting dur-
ing the aftemoon raid, Uwazu-
ruike however lamented that
"the overzealous naval ratings
broke the doors and ransacked
the office’.

His words: "The heavily armed
Naval officers, who amived the
area in two Toyota Hilux vans,
were drafted from the Naval Base
at Naze, near Owerri.

“They had on armival, forced the
doors open, destroyed the toilet
facilities, ransacked the rooms
and parlour and carted away vi-
tal documents and made away
with some valuables, including
the sum of N11,000 kept in an
envelope being contributions by
BIM members."

Itwas not immediately clear at
press time, the motive behind
the raid on BIM office but a res-
ident who pleaded anonymity
told the group's leadership that
"before they left the premises, the
Naval men threatened to bum
the nearby houses in the area if
the landlord fails to produce the
suspected IPOB leader”,

Meanwhile, Cajethan Ek-
wonye and Emmanuel C
Nwokeji, Orlu Zonal Leader and
Regional Adminstrator for Nja-
ba, respectively, have denied any

link to the members of Indige-
nous People of Biafre, [POB, ina
statement issued to journalists
yesterday, and duly counter-
signed by the Senior Special As-
sistant, SSA, on Media and Pub-
licity to BIM Leades, Elder Chris
Mocha.

They confirmed that one of
their members, Mr. Calistus
Ude va, who was d
by soldiers since August at his
residence along Oguta Road.
Mghidi, in Oru west local gov-
emment area of Imo State has
been remanded in the Correc-
tional Center, Owerri.

They insisted that Mr. Calis-
tus Udeogaranya was an inno-
cent member of BIM, a peaceful
organization that does not harm
or constitute a secunty tisk to
the society and demanded that
his case file be transfered from
the Magstrate Court to a High
Court that has junsdiction to
entertain his matter”

Imo lawmaker calls
for ceasefire

Meantime, the Lawmakerrep-
resenting Oru West State Con-
stituency in lmo State, Dominic
Ezericha has called for a cease-
fire regarding the bl clash
between the military and some
youths of [zombe community in

*Suspected hoodlums cause panicin Umua-

Oguta Local Govemnment Area
of the state, that daimed lives,
bumt houses last Friday.

The lawmaker made this ap-
peal in a statement he issued to
newsmen in Ower, while con-
demning the incident.

Ezerioha said the-idliing of mil-
itary men and the killing of in-
digenous people of lzombe were
all crimes against humanity,

But Vanguard gathered the
cause of the clash between a
group of youth and the military
was hinked to two different areas
that the mlitary men were at-
tacked by oil smugglers and the
other one was that the military
officers were invited oy some vil-
lagers due to a breach of security
by one of the villagers whose
name was given as Obele and

However the Imo lawmalker
said : "As a member from the
Obaji/Egbema. Ogutza & Oru
West Federal Reserve Consttu-

ency, we, the people of Oru West
condemn in Ifs enfirety, the act
of brutality, killings, burning of
houses and all other acs that

ITning our respect for hu-
manify fom both paraes.

“The killing of miliiary men and
the killing of Izombe mdigenes
are both cimes agains: man-
ity under ourlocel and interna-
donai laws. I appeal to my dear
Izombe youths to belp the Sina-
ton by retumning what belongs
w the military if any. With tests
in my eyes, 1 honestly urge our
vouths, people of Izombe. the
entire Oguta LGA and owr gal-
lant military personnel to cease-
fire while the governmszt fnds
a lasting solution to the buming
issues.

"On the above score, may I
again appeal to the families of
Izomb e people and that of the
Nigera military parsonnal that
lost their lives during this un-
controlled indident and also to
the Nigeria Army authozty to
apply peaceful human tech-
niques for peace while awaiting
the modalities of findi 3
ing solutions from the govem-
ment.

"However peaceful existence
1s one of the most important at-
tributes to an existing commmu-
nity in the word. We want peace
in Izombe land.

"Meanwhile the people of Onu-
West State Constituency sym-

thise with the families of those

at their homes were affected
and lost the lives oi their beloved
in this unacceptable saga. May
their souls rost in peace,” Ezen-
oha said.

Ugwuanyi calls for designation of Enugu as oilbearing

state *Proposes 50-50 revenue foermulaamong Enugu, Anambra, Kogistates

NUGU—GOVERNOR Ifea
nyi Ugwuanyi of Enugu
Stale has requested the leader-
ship of the Revenue Mobiliza-
tion, Allocation and Fiscal Com-
mission, RMAFC, to expedite
action on the process of formally
designating Enugu as an oil-
bearing state in the country,
Gov. Ugwuanyi made the re-
quest when he received Com-
missioners and top management
team of RMAFC led by the Chair-
man, Indices and Disbursement
Committee, Chris A, Akomas,
who paid him a courtesy visit at
the Government House, Enu-

, yesterday.
The delegation from RMAFC
is in Enugu foran interactive ses-

sion with members of the Enu-
qu State Executive Council
EXCO, 17 Local Government
Chairnmen and other stakehold-
ersin line with the Commission's
ongoing nationwide sensitiza-
tion tour of the 36 states and the
Federal Capital Territory (FCT)
on the review of the existing
Revenue Allocation Formula in
the spirit of equity, justice and
faimess.

Speaking, Gov. Ugwuanyi
represented by his Deputy, Hon.
Mrs. Cecilia Ezeilo, stated that
the request for designation of
Enugu as an oil-bearing state
became imperative because of
the volume of crude oil being
harvested from its temtory.

The governor drew the atten-
tion of RMAFC to the fact that
“Enugu is about the only state
in Nigeria which produces crude
oilincommerdal quantities with-
out being formally accorded the
status of an oil-bearing state”.

He pointed out that "years of

oil exploration in the Enugw/An-
ambra/Kogi States joint border
cormmidor have resulted in the suc-
cessful exploitation of crude oil
inthearea whichincludes alarge
part of Enugu State's territory ™",
stressing: “Ona desirablealloca-
tion formula for the country,
Enugu State government, after
considering all the relevant fac-
tors and parameters, is propas-
ing 50-50 to the three states”.
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