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Terror in Nnewi: 2 killed, DSS, FRSC
offices set ablaze

ablaze the offices of the Di-
“Tectorate-of State Service,
DSSand Federal Road
Safety Corps, FRSC, -in

ate
leaving two people dead.
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~®Lagos APC chieftain, Joe Igbokwe's house razed too®Assailants kill 2 in Kaduna community

®0Ohanaeze condemns carnage, calls for Igbo leaders meeting ®Says mayhem contrary to IPOB’s

HieSouth East Govelnors —

Forum and governor of Eb-

“pleaded with Tiis goverTiors —
W L0 4)

to attend a

“other Igbo lead-

~SeamEanl Orer labo lead-

row to chart a%e;y out of
the security prob i
East, which is an indi
of the division anong gov=
emors of the zone.
Also sel ablaze was the
country home of a chieftain
of the All Progressives Con-
gress, APC, Mr Joe Igbok-
we, who is based in Lagos.
The gunmen, according
to eyewitnesses, drove
from Owerri Road Nnewi,
in four Sports Utility Vehi-
cles, SUVs, stopped at Eme
Court Road Junction,
where they released some
gunshots, which made
passersby scamper for safe-

They were later said to
have driven through Nkwo
Triangle Roundabout and
moved towards Nnobi
Road, where their stray
bullet reportedly hit a pass-
erby, who was later rushed
to a nearby hospital.

He said: "They later
drove through Nkwo
Nnewi Triangle roundabout
and moved towards Nnobi
road.

An eyewitness said: "Lat-
er a military armoured ve-
hicle drove around the
town and passed through
Emecourt Road.

"There was no exchange
of fire as the military and
the en did not meet.
Later, heavy smoke was
seen at the country home
of Joe Igbokwe whose
house is located off Nnewi
- Oba road."

It was also gathered that
Ighokwe and members of
his family were not at home
at the time of the incident.

The gunmen, according
to the eye witness, were
said to be friendly with the
newspaper free readers at
Nnewi Roundabout area of
the town who hailed them
as they threw some bundle

—of-money to the people.
_However, a man who af*
temptedto do a videa re-
cording of the unknown
—gunmen was said to_have
been shot dead by one of
“them who Jooked ruthless,

ZZmother man was said to
have been killed ateJiaffic
K | ared of the town.
The incident was said to—
have happened at about
10.30 to 11.00 am when
worshippers were return-
ing from their various
churches and fellowship
centres at Nnewi.

Some of the people who
spoke to Vanguard, ex-
pressed shock over the fre-
Gquent operation of un-
known gunmen within the
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*Burnt Police station by unknown gunmen in Nnewi, yesterday.

state, especially Nnewi and
Nnobi areas in particular.
They also questioned
how those who alleged to
be IPOB members and
ESN operatives who they
describe as miscreants, got
fog.lur_l SUV jeeps to operate

with.

The people who were
sympathizers of IPOB, also
questioned that if the gun-
men were members of [POB
and ESN operatives, where
did they get wads of naira
notes they threw at people
who hailed them around
Nnewi roundabout where
vendors and mewspapers
and magazines free read-
ers were.

Police Public Relations OfF
ficer, PPRO, in the state, Mr
Tochukwu Ikenga has con-
firmed the incident of fire
in Nnewi, although he did
not give details.

His statement read: "At
about 2 pm, on October 3,
2021, the command re-
ceived a distress call of a
fire incident in Nnewi.

"The police operatives are
currently on the ground
and the area has since
been cordoned off. Further
details shall be communi-
cated.”

Meanwhile, Joe Ighokwe
took to his Facebook page,
yesterday, to lament the in-
vasion and arson.

Igbokwe, who is also the
chairman at Lagos State
Government Wharf Land-
ing Fee Collecting Author-
ity, wrote: “IPOB invaded
my house in Nnewi about
now. | am sure they raised

~[sic] down my house, giv-
eri the jerry cans of petrol [

= Ht me Court Road Junc-_| - o being offloaded from
JHon area of Nnewi their Sienna car via CCTV,

| *To God be the glory. ] am

alive.”

Ighokwe had consistent-
ly criticised IPOB sit-at-
home order in the last two
months.

Reacting to the incident
yesterday, the apex Igbo
Socio-Cultural Organisa-
tion, Ohanaeze, con-
demned the destruction in
Anambra and killings in
Igboland, and called for a
meeting of Igbo leaders
and stakeholders at all lev-

els to marshal the way for-
ward.

Ohanaeze Publicity Sec-
retary, Alex Ogbonnia,
who said it was difficult to
believe that IPOB was car-
rying out the mayhem,
said: "Our position is clear.
I don't believe that IPOB is
doing this. TPOB philoso-
phy is protection of Igbo.
‘What is happening is con-
trary to IPOB's philosophy.

"Hoodlums may have
cashed in on IPOB agita-
tion and using the platform
to unteash mayhem, killing
and harassing people and
ultimately creating siege in
Igboland.

"I don't want to believe it
is IPOB that is doing this
because you see [POB say-
ing no more sit-at-home
and others are encouraging
it. So, there is cacophony
of voices.

"Ohanaeze is calling on
Igbo leaders, governors,
archbishops, bishops, CAN
leaders, traditional rulers,
town union leaders and oth-
er stakeholders to come lo-
gether to review the secu-
rity situation in Igboland
and take a position on the
way forward. The meeting
is being planned. We con-
demn the atrocities and kill-
ings going on in Igbo
land."

Also yesterday, the South
East Governors Forum an-
nounced a meeting of gov-
ernors of the zone, Oha-
naeze and other Igbo lead-
ers to chart a way out of the
present security problems
in the South East in Enu-
gu tomorrow,

The seeming attitude of
the governors lo calls by
their umbrella body, the
South Easl Governors Fo-
rum, had made stakehold-
ers of Lhe region to see them
as unserious.

The disunity was noticed
in the letter of invilalion
chairman of the South East
Governors' Forum, David
Umabhi, sent out to his col-
leagues, as he begged
them not te send represen-
tatives but be present them-
selves.

The attendance to the
meeting would include

governors of the five states
of the zone, Ohanaeze
leaders and heads of reli-
gious and traditional insti-
tutions.

The invitation for the
meeting which was sent
out by Governor David
Umahi read: ‘Your Excel-
lencies and our highly es-
teemed leaders in consul-
tation with our Governors
and President of Ohanaeze
‘Worldwide, where a deci-
sion for an urgent meeting
to be called was reached.

"May I, therefore, invite
you for an emergency
meeting of Southeast Gov-
ernors, some leaders of
Ohaneze, some of our po-
litical leaders, some of our
religious leaders and some
of our traditional leaders.

"Our Leaders begged that
I request all Governors of
Southeast to be please
present at the time and not
on representative capacity
so that together we should
reach some decisions to
salvage our region that is
presently battling with high
rate of insecurity. May I,
therefore, request that you
please endeavour to attend
this meeting for the sake of
Ndigbo,"

Meanwhile, Igbo Nation-
al Movement, INM, yes-
terday challenged the five
governors of the South
East zone to rise from their
slumber and deal with
those causing the destruc-
tion of lives and proper-
ties in Igboland.

National Coordinator of
INM, Anthony Olisa Oko-
lo, who made the call in a
statement in Owerri,
against lhe backdrop of
the continued killings in
the South East, especial-
ly the murder of Chike
Akunyili, the husband lo
the lale former Minister of
Information, Dora Akun-
vili, said if nothing was
done urgently the narra-
tive, a time would come
when Igbo sons and
daughters would not be
able to travel into 1g-
boland.

He noted that the activ-
ities of unknown gunmen
were gradually destroy-

" philosophy @S-East govs, Igbo leaders meet in Enugu ®INM asks S-East govs to end terror.
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*Burnt Ighokwe's house

in Nnewi, yesterday.

ing the economy of the
Southeast zone, and
asked governors of the
zone to wake up from
their slumber and take
charge as the chief secu-
rity officers of their states.

The group stated: "The
recent spate of violence in
the South-East, notably in
Anambra State over the
past few days, is at the
same time, a sign of lead-
ership failure, and/or a
tell-tale sign of state fail-
ure.

"The killing of Dr Chike
Akunyili along with close
to a dozen others in just
one day around Nkpor,
Anambra state, spells
more than any recent
events, the height of in-
securily in the South-East.

"If our elected govern-
ment officials presiding
over our people all over
Ala'lgbo are leaders in
any true sense, this "Aka
Enwe" would never have
evolved into the human
hands on triggers threat-
ening and killing inno-

cent Igbo sons and
daughters in their home-
land Loday.

"Given their slate's chief
security officers status,
one will be spot-on to say
that the South-East gov-
ernors are sleeping on
dulty.

"Certainly, if their states
were their homes, they
would do so much better
to secure lives within
them. Having agonising-
ly observed the insecuri-
ty in the South-East for so
long, it has become ap-
parent that the state's chief
security officers have
slept on duty for so long.

"Tired and distressed
over the plight of our peo-
ple, especially with re-
gards to security, we are

compelled to call on all
our governors in Ala'lgbo
to rouse themselves from
their continued careless
slumber and muster some
credible courage in the
face of this rising insecu-
rity in Ala'lgbo.

"It is time to wake up
and show leadership.
Enough is enough!" If
decisive actions are not
taken right away, a time
will soon come when
Ndi'Igbo will no longer
want to come home. This,
in turn, will worsen the
economy of Ala'Igbo; first
by crippling its hospitali-
ty industry, then the local
tourism driven by the
deep nostalgia that makes
Igbos return home often.

"Of course, when hospi-
tality and tourism go,
transportation will follow..,
Already, Igbos in the di-
aspora are thinking twice
about weddings in the
South-East... gradually,
like a vicious cycle, we will
breed more poverty in the
region, and more crimes
will follow.

"We must remind our
elected officials that it is
the duty of those elected
by the people to act in the
interest of the people as
long as they occupy the
office they may be so elect-
ed into.

"Igbo National Council
calls on all well-meaning
Igbos, Igbo leaders, as
well as” all who owe
Ndi'lgbo any duty as re-
gards the security of lives
apd properties in Igbo
lagid to immediately com-

mit best efforts, towards |

ing this terror taking ‘"
our streets and |
homes, from Onitsha to

root on
Aba, from Nsukka to Ow-

erri, and from Ab iki
Okigwe. akaliki to
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