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Maﬁyhem in Enugu, Anambra

*3 killed, many injured as gunmen attack APC, APGA campaigners in Anambra
* Cormumnodily van set ablaze in Enugu, as businesses resume in S-East
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WEA—ATTACKS and kill
ings resuscitated in the
Sou

ing three persons and wound-

gress, APC meeting and_ an_

Al Progressive-Grand-Alliance, -
Tally.

____campaign group was also set  safety.
~ Sablaze TH

A car belonging to a leader of
Professor Chukwuma Soludo

| While the attack on APC took
Place during the party’s meeting

ort  Groups,
Idemili South local govern-

These happened at the time
hoodlums allegedly enforcing the
suspended Monday sit-at-home
order of the Indigenous People
of Biafra, [POB, set ablaze a bus
ing foodstuffs in Enugu.
In the attack in Anambra, it
as gathered that one APC
member whose identity could not
be immediately ascertained was
killed with scores wounded,
while the attack on the APGA
chieftain took place in his home
town, Nnobi where police con-
firmed three people were killed.
The state publicity secretary of
APC, M Okelo Madukaife co/rv

\ firmed the attack.

He said: "The attack led to the
cold death of our committed par-
ty official and the hospitalisation
of many others. Ly

"Our party regrels the invasion
of our office and attack of mem-
bers who were gathered for &
meeling in Uruagu Ward 3 Nnewi
by persons yet to be identified. .

"We reqgret the loss and regard | .

it as one violence too many in|.
an Anambra State that ought to|
be the safest state in Nigena if

official claims are anything to go

Y"-.w.- speak for the mood in our
deear state where similar atlacks
toek place: at Alor Nnobi Junc-
won, o the same day killing men
of the Vigilante in Alor, Idemili

rday as gun-_
men went on rampage on two_
~Ications in Anambra Statersill--

ing many at_All Progressives
'Ej;n

enugha fook placeat Nnobi -

South in transit and call for a to-
tal halt.

"Our party commiserates with
the family of the deceased who
will be identified in the near fu-
ture and assure that their loss is
our loss and Anambra State
loss, but that their son shall
not die in vain.

"We acknowledge security in

~Anambra State as an area

_ that requires serious interven-
tion".
On the attack on

—Omenugha, who is a staunch
_campaigner of Prof Soludo
for Governor, it was gathered
that the attackers set his car
ablaze while he escaped to

E Anambra State police
command confirmed that
three persons were killed dur-

“=at Uriagu, Npewi, the attack on.__ ing the attack by gunmen at
= Teader of one of Soludo Sup-  Nnobi in Idemili South local
Jort | Dr. Nelson—government area of the state.

-~ Astatement by the state Po-
e Public Relations Officer,

O, Mr. Tochukwu Ikenga
said the state Commissioner
of Police, Mr. Tony Olofu had
detailed police crack team led by
an Assistant Commissioner of
Police for on- the - spot assess-
ment at the scene.

According to the PPRO, the
yet to be identified gunmen vio-

ently attacked unsuspecting
embers of the public at Afor
nobi markel.

The PPRO said: "The team is
vet to identify and apprehend
the hoodlums and bring them to
book.

"However, preliminary inves-
tigations revealed that the at-
tackers, using a Toyota Sienna
vehicle and a shutlle bus, shot
and attacked the unsuspecting
members on transit along Afor
Nnobi Market,

"The victims were rushed to
the hospital and later confirmed
dead bya medical doctoronduty. -

- "The victims were laler identi-

fied-as Johnbosco Ojokwul (33),
Rapuluchukwu Ugoeze (30) and
Chukwuemeka Nwokebagu
{31).

"}'he hoodlums also selablazu_ej!
one shuttle bus, one Toyota Si-
enna and a Toyota hilux.

“The CP described the attack
as unfortunate and called on
anyone with useful information
that would aid the ongoing In-
vestigation to please come for-

ward, assuring that the confiden-
tiality of the informant is guar-
anteed”.

Enugu attack

In the Enugu attack, the ve-
hicle was set ablaze at Edem-
Nike Junction in the Enugu East
Local Government Area of Enu-
gu State.

It was gathered that the vehi-
cle, a Ford brand, was set ablaze
by people believed to be enforc-
ing the erstwhile sit-at-home or-
der at Edem junction, [beagwa,
Nike, in the Enugu East Local
Government Area of Enugu
State around 5:45 am.

The vehicle was reportedly
coming from the Ugwogo axis of
the OpY/Enugu bypass when it
was blocked and set on fire,

Sympathizers were said to
have put a call to the State Fire
Service prompting a quick re-
sponse by the Ogui Road Fire
Service Station fo the scene.

The every Monday sit-at-
home in Enugu has continued
to defy even the orders of IPOB
leaders who have severally but
unsuccessfully tried to halt the
action.

Enugu partially observed yes-
terday’s sit-at-home but a shoot-
out later that day at the Garki
area of of the state forced resi-
dents lo retreat and continue
with the sit-at-home.

The violence that trails non
compliance to the order has
frightened people into it's obser-
vance with empty streels, mar-
kets and shops being witnessed
every Monday.

The leadership of IPOB has
severally announced an end 1o
the Monday sit-at-home but

some hoodlums have insisted it
must continue until Nnamdi
Kanu is released.

Death of APC
member in
Anambra
politically
motivated

—Sen Uba

Alsoreacting to the killings, the
Senator Andy Uba Gubemnalori-
al Campaign Organisation,
SAUGCO, has alleged that the
death of a member of the All Pro-

gressives Congress, APC, during
the party’s rally in Nnewi, was
politically motivated.

The deceased, Mr Somadina
Oforma was shot dead inside the
APC office at Uruagu Ward 3,
Nnewi North local govemment
area of the state, while holding a
meeting with other party faithful,
many of whom sustained various
degrees of injury.

Govemnorship candidate of APC
for the November 6 election in
Anambra State, Senator Andy
Uba, whe condemned the killing
however, promised to immortal-
ize the deceased and also reach
out to the injured with a view to
assisting in offsetting their medi-
cal bills.

A statement by a member of
SAUGCO, Afam Ogene recalled
that on July 31, 2021 at Oba in
Idemili South local government
area, unknown gunmen operat-
ing in similar fashion, accosted
and killed Mt Cosmas Eze, the
APC acting assistant secretary for
the local government arca and
dispossessed him of the APC
branded Sienna vehicle he was
driving.

Ogene said: "The seemingly

My purported suspension,

targeted attack on the APC was
to (o a notch higher when on
Seturday, September 10,2021 the
traditisnal raber of Mkpunandoin
Anambra East LGA, lgwe Alex
Edgzicuno and his drver, Chuk-
viwemeka, weee waylad and
Killed.

"TLis instructive to note that the
late: Igqwe Edozieuno had, one
month before his brutal death,
joined the APC. after being de-
posed by the Obiano administra-
tion.

“Whilst not imputing any direct
motive o these attacks, we are
however constrained to observe
that our party, the APC, has borne
the brunt of majority of them, leav-
ing us to wonder when political
contest in Anambra State degen-
erated to the point of opposition

members living in fear.

"We, therefore, call on Gover-
nor Obiano, as the Chief Secun-
ty Officer of the state and other
law enforcement agencies, in-
cluding the police, the Depart-
ment of State Services, DSS, and
the civil defence corps, to urgent-
ly take steps to halt the growing
reign of terror in our state.

"For starters, Governor Obiano
must rein in his party men and
women who take recourse to a
campaign of hate, by selling the
false and misleading namative
that the APC is a Fulani party.

"Across various social media
platforms of the All Progressive
Grend Alliance, APGA. the avou-
rite past-time is the unabashed
spread of a campaign of calumny
against the APC. Yet, our party in
the state is made-up of true sons
and daughters of Anambra.

"Regardless of this deliberate
and misleading narretive, the
APCs resolve to salvage our dear
state from the cocoon of isolation-
ism - a fact attested to by the daily
stream of new entrants into our
fold from diverse platforms’.

Businesses

resume in S-East

However, across many cities,
business activities were gradual-
ly retumning to normal  on Mon-
days with interand intra city trans-
port operating, just as the banks,
shops and schools were opened
for business.

The Indigenous People of Bi-
afra, IPOB, had declared every
Monday as sit - at- home follow-
ing the detention of its leader.
Nnamdi Kanu.

Although the media and pub-
licity secretary of IPOB, Emma
Powerful had since announced
the suspension of the sit - at -
home unless Kanu would be
brought to court, some membe:s
of the group insisted that ‘ne
weekly it - at- home must con-

unue.

Following the apparent confu-
siom, many people have been stay-
ing at home even without any
threat

‘festerday however, many peo-
ple went about their normal bust-
nesses, in the mon hile full
business picked up later i the

llu;(,

Snlike: the previous weeks, av-
il sepvants were at their duty posts
yesterday, while the banks at-
tended (o ther customers freely.

tending to peop
if the marzets w

things were p
days, adding
contemplating salary
workers due to the reducto
the number of days put in every
month.

long week:

In Umuahia. Abia State, banks,
markets, shops and other busi-
ness centres were 6pen in all ar-
eas of the aty. Motorists were
seen Conveying passengers (o
their various destinations.

All the banks along Bank road
leading to the Abia Governmen:
House threw their gates open to
customers. Government offices
were open as civil servants
trooped 1o work. Police patrol
teams were also observed along
the Aba. Umuwaya. Bank and
Bende roads.

Some business owners who
spoke to Vanguard urged the
state govemment to provide more
security to enable peoplewho &e
still afraid of attack to resume ther
businesses every Monday.

A shop owner along Aba Road,
Uche Oriaku said: “T am happy
that businesses have resumed in
Umuahia. The dity is beaming
with activities unlike last Mon-
day when only few people came
out There are still other people
who are yet to come; the state
govemnment should provide ade-
quate security to encourage such
people to come out. Residenis
were affaid of attack by hoodlums
but thank God that we have con-
quered the fear in Umuahia”

Public Relations Officer Abia
State Command, SP Geoffrey
Ogbonna. had asked residents of
the state to go about their normal
duties, assuring that the Police
would provide adequate securnity.

In Onitsha, Anambre State. it
was a different story as the Onit-
sha Main market, Bndgs-head
market, Ochanja market, Build-
ing Materials Market, as well as
Electrical and Electronics Markets
remained closed for the dav.

illegal, void

—Embattled Ohanaeze youth leader

By Peter Okutu

BAKALIKI—THE Embat
ed National Youth Leader of
Ohanaeze Ndigbo Worldwide,
Damian Okafor, yesterday, de-
scribed his purported suspension
by the National Executive Coun-
cil, NEC, of the body as illegal,
null and void.
Inastatementissued in Abaka-
liki, Okafornoted that his purport-
ed "suspension was a handiwork
of a few NEC members who are
opposed to our position that Igbo
youths showld desist from insult-
ing our leaders, and therefore,
they should be disreqarcded.”
The statement read: "My atten-
tion has been drawn to my pur-
ported suspension as the Youth
leader, Ohanaeze Ndigbo world-
wide by a handful of misguided
members of NEC of the Youth
Wing of the apex Igbo sociocul-
organization.
"Ordinarily, | would have ig-

nored the said purported suspen-
sion which has been circulating
on the social media, but in order
to put the records straight to avoid
misleading the unsuspecting
members of the public, 1 wish to
state as follows:

“That 1, Damtan Okafor, was
duly elected as the Youth Leader.
Ohanaeze Ndigbo worldwide on
August 5, 2021, alongside other
executive members by the gen-
eral Assembly of the youth wing
compnsing representatives of
youths from all Igbo speaking
states.

"That I have also been duly
swomn-in and certificate of return
issued to mealongside other NEC
members by our parent body led
by Professor George Obiozor on
August 20, 2021,

"Thatsince [ took over the man-
tle of leadership, I have always
made concerted efforts in liaison
with- other members of NEC to
discharge the statutory mandate
of Chanaeze youth wing in line

with the constitutionof Chanaeze
Ndigbo worldwide.

“That under my leadership
which is barely two months, |
have been able to add new ener-
av and vigor into the  youth or-
ganisation to pursue the collec-
tive interests of Ndigbo in the Ni-
genan federation.

"That these few elements who
embarked on this faled mission
have no locus in line wath the con-
stitution of Chanaeze Ndigbo to
convene a meeting of NEC, This
is even moreso, when the Presi-
dent General of Ohanaeze Ndig-
bo woridwide, Professor George
Obiozor, had directed them not to
hold such kangaroo and diver-
sionary meeting, they still defied
the order.

"That the purported suspension
was bom out of malice and des-
peration, as they could not point
outin clearterms what my offenc-
es are, to wamant such dissident
and ridiculous moves against
Ohanaeze."



