VISIT: Governor
Douye Diri of
Bayelsa State (left)
with Archbishop of
the Port Harcourt
Archdiocese,
Methodist Church of
Nigeria, Sunday
Agwu, during the
valedictory courtesy
visit of the retiring
cleric to Government
House, . Yenagoa,
yesterday.

Bandits unleash mayhem on two
Kaduna communities, kill 34

®5urn 20 houses; eight injured ®s Naval chief laments arms proliferation

@Says Chadian soldiers sell arms for $20, $30 when broke™

By Ibrahim Wuyo

BAN DITS _____ on
day night, attacked”
d

killings said the affected
communities were about five
kilometres away from Kafanchan.

Disclosing that the bandits

I\%ﬂiﬁnﬂi_ﬁﬂ_,m_sh_ot;pomdicauyin theairduring
communities in Kaura Local theattack, the priest said mostof
_Government Atea of Kaduna__the vi

ad
_ State killing 34 residents,
Eight persons also sustained
injunes while about 20 houses
“were reportedly bumt by the

~tandis.
< Thekillings came as the Chief

of Naval Staff, Awwal Gambo,
yesterday said proliferation of
arms in the country was making
the fight against insurgency,
bandity, kidnapping and other
violent crimes difficult.
According to him, the fight
against arms proliferation is
compounded by thefact thatsome
neighbouring countries do not
havearmouries.
Apriestin the Catholic Diocese
of Kafanchan, Michael Magaji,
who yesterday confirmed the

he_victims were women and
children,

Hesaid: "Tamin the hospital
as | speak with you. We have
brought 32 corpses for
embalmment.

""We have eight people injured
and they are receiving treatment.
About 20 houses were burnt, 13
persons from the same family
werekilled.

"We intend lo have a mass
burial to call the attention of the
world towhatis happening to our

e

The state Commissioner for
Internal Security and Home
Affairs, Samuel Aruwan, whoalso
confirmed the attack in a
statement, said security agencies
had reported the attack to the

Access Bank chairman blames
mismanagement for poor state

of economy
By Obas Esiedesa

A B UJ A —

CHAIRMAN of
Access Bank Plc Dr. Ajorilsedere
Awosika, said yesterday thal
‘cumulative mismanagement’
was responsible for the under-
performing natureofthe nation’s
economy.

Mrs. Awosika, who stated this
at 2021 Annual Management
Conference of the Nigerian
Institute of Management
(Chartered) in Abuja, said
governments at all levels musl
shoulder some responsibility for
the fragile nature of theeconomy.

The conference had the
theme: “Managing theimpactof
global recession: The Nigerian

She noted that managers of
the economy could no lenger
continue to use the COVID-19
pandemic as an excuse for the

moftheeoomm}g
stressing that the country was
largely spared from the grave
impactofthe pandemic.

“In Nigena, the two most
recent recessions occurred in the
year2016 (which we quickly got

oulof) and 2020, While the 2016

recession was localized, the 2020

was global in nature.

"Over the years due to
economic mismanagement by
the country's leadership, il is
obvious thal the country is
currently performing below its
polentials because of cumulative
mi;management," Mrs Awosika

said.

She added that Federal
Government needed the support
of the state and local
governments to restore the
economy and boost productivity
across the country.

Earlierin heropening remarks,
the President and Chairman of
Council, Nigerian Instilute of
Management (Chartered), Mrs.
Patience Anabor, said the
collapseinoil prices, coupled with
the COVID-19 pandemic
plunged the economy into a
severe econemic recession in
2020, the worst since the 1980s,

She observed: "Beyond the
fact that recent COVID-19
pandemic induced recession, itis
pertinent to note that the
Nigerian economy has
experienced recession in the
1970s, 1980s and 1990s.'

state government.

Hesaid: '"The troops mobilized
to the location and also came
under fire, before forcing the
assailants to withdraw after an
intense exchange.

"As of the time of this update,
34 residents havebeen confirmed
dead, following the attack. Eight
others sustained injuries, and
were rushed to a hospital in
Plateau State,

"The governor ordered an
urgent assessment of the area
Dby the Kaduna State Emergency
Management Agency, towards
the provision of succour to the
affected households.”

The commissioneradded that
thegovernor described the attack

an "unspeakable display of
wickedness," adding that two
suspects were being questioned
in connection with the attack.

He said Kaduna State
governmentwould bear the full
cost of injured victims' treatment.

The senator representing
Southern Kaduna district,
Danjuma La'ah, in his reaction
to the attack, appealed to
residents of Lhe area lo remain
calm and avoid laking the law
into their hands.

He called on the authorities to
beef up security in the area to
avoid [urther attacks and
destruction of livesand property.

Naval chief’s worry

Meanwhile, the Nigerian
Navy has said some
neighbouring countries do not
have armouries, explaining that
this had madeitdifficult for Nigeria
to fight arms proliferation.

TheChiefof Naval Staff, Awwal
Gambo, who disclosed this ata
public hearing organised by the
House of Representatives
Commiliee on National Security
and Inlelligence on the
consideration of foursecurity bills
yesterday, canvassed
establishment of a nation
commission against arms
pooliferationand hight weapons,

Gambo, who was represented
by Commodore Jemila Sadig
Aqbubakar, said the weapons
donated by developed countries
to neighbouring nations were
“compounding” Nigeria's
security challenges.

He said the lack of armouries
in some of the neighbouring

countries made arms aveilable to

their security operatives whoin -

turn sold them off when they

The Naval chiefsaid: “Section
9 (1) suggests an additional
function of proposing seized
weapons and arms be used by
security agendes; [ think we can
look at the provisions of the
international convention on the
issue of how the arms should be
used when seized.

"“Other sections have been
addressed by our colleagues, so
I'm sure their presentations have
been submitted.

"I want to contribute to the
coming seminaron the operation
of arms to be organised by the
House of Representatives.

"lwas in charge asa member
of the fight against Boko Haram
and I can tell you categoncally
here, [ stand to be conected, that
some of these countries that we

have borders with have no |

armoury.

“They do not have armoury, so
mostof theirarms that are being
donated by —I don'twanttobe
specific — the developed
countries in the name of assisting
us are compounding our
problems in Nigeria because you:
find that the average Chadian
soldier has 20 to 30 arms
undemeath his bed,

“When heis broke, he bringsit
outand sellsit for $30, $20.1am
here, 1 am standing here, and 1
amsayingit.

"Since we are going to
collaborate with ECOWAS and
other countries that are donatin
such arms to these countries,
think we should insist that they
should either enact laws to
govem the handling of these

amsand ammunitionorbuildan |

armoury for these countries ar
else we will not see peace."

In his remarks, speakerofthe

House of Representatives, Femi

Gbajabiamila, said "knowledge |
would be drawn from |

everywhere," because security

remained an important national |

issue.

"The security agencies are |
s

welcometomake:

everyone is welcome to submit |
aswell. Isay sobecause [wantto |

underscore the fact that security
isabouteveryone and we are all
stakeholders," hesaid.
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