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ENUGU—-OUTRAGE. con
demnation and frustration,
yesterday, trailed the frequent
declaration of sit-at-home called
by the Indigenous People of Bi-
aira, IPOB, In the South East re-
gion, with many calling for peo-
ple of the region to resist it and
bre;volt against the group if need

Perhaps, gauging the mood of
the Igbo, IPOB, yesterday, apol-
ogised to the people, promising
to deal with anybody or group
hiding under the sit-at-home to
unleash mayhem on innocent
people,

Describing such people as sab-
oteurs, the pro-Biafra group reit-
erated that the weekly Monday
sit-at-home has been rescinded.

Respondents from across the
region had vehemently con-
demned the dimension and fre-
quency of the sit-at-home and
cautioned IPOB leadership to sit
up or risk revolution of Igbo
against the group, thereby rub-
bishing whatever gain they have
made in the past.

Since the sit-at-home was first
declared by the Indigenous Peo-
ple of Biafra, IPOB, this week's
appeared to be the worst.

Some people who dared [POB
yesterday, suffered the conse-
quences as vehicles seen on the
road were set ablaze by people
suspected to be members of the
pro Biafra group.

We have suspended
weekly sit-at-home
—IPOB

In a statement, Media and
Publicity Secretary of IPOB,
Emma Rowerful, while reacting to
several complaints on the activi-
ties of hoodlums who are believed
to be members of JPOB, harass-
ing residents every Monday,
wamed that such people will face
the wrath of IPOB.

"If we catch anybody disturb-
ing the peace of Biafrans or resi-
dents in Biafraland under the
guise of enforcing non-existent
sit-at-home order, such a person
will regret his action because he
will receive the reward of traitors.
IPOB is a responsible organiza-
tion with reasoning and empa-
thy. We cannot be part of the prob-
lem we are trying to solve. We
canriot join the enemies to com-
pound the woes of the people we
are fighting to liberate.

"That was why we suspended
the ghost Mondays that we earli-
er declared because of the eco-
nomic implications to our people.
We listened to appeals by the peo-
ple and reviewed our stance on
the matter

"That was why we reduced the
sit-at-home protests to the days
our leader, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu
will be making appearances in
court. That is enough for now and
we stand by it. )

"Anybody trying to impose an-
other sil-at-hams]zJJ Zggler on our

le or enforce i orimagi-
m sit-at-home isnot IPOB and
must be dealt with, Such a
person(s) is working with the en-
emies to disrepute [POB and we
wont mlemll;nséghmstu_]:ld;]tly: o
IPOB i atit willnev-
er mrppo?txlfhe action of the hood-
lums who burnt examination
materials at Nkume, Njaba coun-
cil area of Imo State, while enforc-
ing sit- at-home, on Monday.
"We strongly condemned the
barbaric act by hoodlums and
mentally deranged fellows who
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Ahiara, Mbaise, Imo State, weekend.

CONFAB—A cross section of participants at the Mbaise Global Foundation's Women Development
ders conference (home and abroad), held at Chris VI Hotels in

disrupted a WAEC exam in a
school in Imo State on Monday.
What a stupid madness! Whoev-
erwas behind such barbarity must
be made to pay for their actions.
"[POB leadership is hereby
promising to replace those motor-
bikes burnt in the school to their
owners and rebuild school blocks
burmnt by hoodlums in the name
of ESN and [POB volunteers. This
is not to portray or indicate that
IPOB committed the heinous
crimes against our people. We
promise to set up a task force to
checkmate those parading them-
selves as IPOB volunteers and
those committing this crime
against humanity and our peo-
le.

"We plead to Biafrans to bear
with us for this dastardly act
against humanity they are using
to disrepute and demonize [POB
in the world. We are calling on
the school management and
those whose properties were de-
stroyed to contact any IPOB of-
fice near to them for possible pay-
ments of their properties."

Lamentations in

Nsukka, Enugu

In Nsukka, Enugu State, res
idents of Nsukka metropolis
have condemned in strong terms,
the frequent declaration of sit-
at-home by the Indigenous Peo-
ple of Biafra, IPOB.

Some residents described the
situation as another lockdown in
disquise which has inflicted un-
told economic hardships on fam-
ilies across South East, especial-
ly, those who live on daily job.

This outcry was promoted by
the closure of commercial banks,
markets and parks and all com-
mercial and social activities in the
university town and adjoining
local government areas in the
Enugu North Senatorial District.

A resident said, “Last week in
Nsukka area, these hooligans
bumnt a truck loaded with motor
and motorcycle parts heading to
Kogi whichincidenlally belonged
to Igbo traders. How do you rec-
oncile that, destroying the
sourceof livilihood of your broth-
er you claim to be protecting.”

Though some of the residents
expressed their sympathy with
the Igbo marginalisation cause
which IPOB is fighting against, .
they said frequent declaration of
sit-at-home would make the
group lose its affection with the
people of the zone.

In Enugu metropolis, except
students involved in the West
Alrican Examination Council,
WAEC, other activities in Enu-
gu State were grounded yester-
day.

Parents braved it and took their
children and wards to sit for the
examination with their cars as
there were no commuter vehi-
cles on the roads.

Speaking to Vanguard, a busi-
ness man, Mr Ugochukwu On-
odugo who narrated his experi-
ence, blamed government for not
listening -to the complaints of
South Easterners. He said that
the agitation is as a result of ac-
cumulated anger over bad gov-
ernance,

"We are passing through this
mess today because the federal
government failed to tackle the
cause of this from the beginning.
Any problem has root and the
root of this agitation is marginal-
isation of the zone. Business ac-
tivities have been crippled in
Enugu but what is government
doing over it’", he questioned.

A student, Ngozi Eze who
spoke to Vanguard on her way
back fromschool, said it was diffi-
cult getting to school as no com-
mercial vehicle was seen on the
reads.

We are tired of

'sit-at-home’, Imo

residents cry out

A resident of Owerri who gave
his name as Iwunze, also la-
mented the idea of halting of stu-
dents from Comprehensive Sec-
ondary School, Nkume, Njaba
Local Government Area of Imo
State from sitting for West Afri-
can_Examination Council,
WAEC, examination.

According to a resident of the
community: "The students who
were silting for the English Lan-
guage paper and the invigilators
had to run for safety.

“They set ablaze molorcycles
belonging to some students and
teachers. This exam should have
been postponed to another day.
They are just risking people's
lives,

"There was heavy shooting
between security men and the
gunmen. Everybody is lying in-
side. The situation is very ferri-
fying and traumatizing.

"We now live everyday in fear
of the unknown; we don't know
when this thing will end. They
should please stop this problem;

people are dying'.

A%ommem‘algbm driver, who
gave his name as Isaac Okoye,
described the incessant declara-
tion of sit-at-home and attack on
persons and businesses as wick-
edness against the Igbo.

"I have a wife and four chil-
dren, they expect me to provide
money for feeding. Yet, for two
days, I couldn't go to work. And
you expect me to be happy. This
is wickedness.

"We all want Biafra, I know
some people have died in the
course of fighting for Biafra. But
are we all going to die before the
Biafra comes? We said we want
Biafra because we are being treat-
ed badly and you are still killing
the Igbo in name of fighting for
Biafra. They should stop this sit-
at-home, I am tired”, he lament-
ed.

Aretired principal, Mr. Ifeanyi
Onyeukwu submitted that those
behind the sit-at-home may soon
declare everyday as sit-at-home
if nothing is done urgently.

Onyeukwu condemned the
incident of attacking students
who were sitting for West Afri-
can Examination Council exam
in the state and destruction of
motorcycles belonging to teach-
ers,

Residents lament
business disruption
in Anambra

At Nanka in Orumba North lo-
cal government area of Anambra
State, a bus was set ablaze by
unknown arsonists, forcing few
people walking along the road to
run for their dear lives.

Although some people from the
area claimed thal all the passen-
gers in the burnt bus were killed,
Lhe state Folice Public Relations
Officer, PPRO, Mr. Tochukwu
Tkenga said no life was losl, add-
in?nthal all the cccupants of the
vehicle escaped to safely.

Some aggrieved residents of
Onitsha and Nnewi told Van-
guard yesterday that observing
sit-at-home, for the 28 people al-
legedly killed by soldiers of the
Nigerian Ammy, may be in order
but rejected the continued obser-
vance of the IPOB suspended
Monday weekly sit-at-home.

speaking, an [hiala, An-
ambra State based High Chief ,
Ifeanyichukwu Eke accused
South East Governors of being
redundant towards encouraging
the return of trading and busi-

ness activities in the South East.
He wondered what the Ebu-
beagu security outfit set up by
South East Governors are doing,
saying that it is now that people
are afraid to come out on Mon-
days that Ebubeagu and the Ni-
geria security agencies are sup-
posed to be present on the roads
and the streets to ensure there is
no break down of law and order

"You are ordering the return of
business activities in the state and
You are not backing it up with the
security of the people you want
to return to markets and business-
es. Where are the Police, Army,
Navy and other security services
and even the state vigilante?

"No Army Police, Navy or any
of the other security services in-
cluding the state vigilante opera-
tives were seen on Monday on
the roads and streets, but when
there is no sit-at-home, you see
them mounting road blocks and
check points where they extort
money from the people coming in
and going out of the state.

Also reacting, an importer in
Nnewi whose business has been
slowed down due to the Monday
weekly sit-at-home, said they
make the highest business trans-
actions on Mondays and have
over the years accepted the agi-
lations of IPOB against the in-
justice by the federal government,

saying that allowing the sit-at-_

home to continue will be against
the interest of Ndigbo.

Attack on school

unbelievable —Obi
Mifled by the development, the
Vice Presidential candidate of the
people’s Democratic Party (PDP)
in the 2019 general elections, Mr,
Peter Obi expressed disbelief on
the reported attack on school chil-
dren in the South-East, describ-
ing itas 'un-lgbo, out of place and
misquided aggression.”
hen some journalists sought
his views at the Airport in Lagos,
yesterday, Obi said he did not
believe any [gbo man should con-

"lemplate attacking innocent

school children, more so those
taking their WAEC exams, to com.
pete with the rest of West Afri-
cans over academic excellence.
He said that education should
ideally be treated as something
“sacred', because it is not just
about the future of the children
but also the future of the society.

Wondering what informed the
attack in the first place, Obi said it

1 other regions —Umahi *Appeals to CAN lo intervene *We have since called

was perplexing against the fact
that IPOB had issued countless
press releases suspending the
Monday sit-at-home and there-
fore could not logically be respon-
sible for the attack. y

Based on his observations, Obi
called for proper investigations to
unravel those behind the attack.
His words: “Since [POB has an-
nounced suspension of sit-at-
home, it is reasonable to suspect
that other forces might be hiding
behind IPOB to draw back the
South-East through such acts as
well as the needless call for stay
at home on Mondays, a critical
day for businhess/ofﬁga] work,
which is only hurting the econo-
my of the nS{gmh-EasL"

We'e losing more
than other regions

—Umahi

Similarly, Governor David
Umahi of Ebonyi State, yester-
day, expressed dismay over the
persistient sit- at- home order
within the South East geopoliti-
cal zone of the country.

Umahi who called on the Chris-
tian Association of Nigeria, CAN,
to intervene in the matter
stressed that the South East re-
gion was losing economically,
among other areas, following the
ugly development.

"There is danger. There maybe
another group that would come
up with another sit-at-home or-
der The Christian body should
intervene. Weare killing ourselves.
You can stop the sit at home in
the South East. We will lose more
than other states. We must take
our fate in our own hands.”

Governor Umahi stated this
during the inauguration of the
new Executive of the Christian
Association of Nigera, CAN,
South East zone at the Christian
Ecumenical Ceatre.

"Twant to appeal to the body of
Christ, if we want to succeed, we
cannot depart from the culture of
our people. The Governors have
good intentions, the President has
good intentions but we cannot
be everywhere at the same time,
50| want to appeal to you, can we
integrate the challenges we are
facing today in our ecumenism”

Gunmen kill priest
for inviting soldiers
_Meanwhile, Emeka Merenu,
. & priest with the Church of Ni-
ena
i KR
1dent gqunmen in Theteu-
ZHwa, Orsu LGN 61 T S
7 Merenu was shot in his par

Qqnage in the early hours, while

his car was also set ablaze

‘The killing of the priest came
hours after gunmen invaded
Comprehensive Secondary
School. Nkume in Njaba LGA of
Imo, and chased away students
who were participating in the on-
going 2021 West African Senior
Secondary Certificate Examina-
tion (WASSCE), on Monday.

Sources said suspected hood-
lums attacked the priest, who
hails from Amorji Agbomoriin Nk-
werre LGA, in his parsonage for
allegedly inviting soldiers to se-
cure the mission school, where
he serves as principal.

Michael Abattam, police
spokesperson in the state, told
TheCable that the command is
yet to get such report.

"You are just informing me
about U.liSA incident. The com.-
mand will investigate the matter
and make our stand known in
no distant time," he sajd,
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