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killing of Olajide Felix So-
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wore, younger brother ol the -
Puhlisﬁn

er of Sahara Repoit-
~erts and convener of Revolu-
<tion Now Movement,
© Omoyele Sowore.
~ This happened just as Gov-
ernor Godwin Obaseki of
~Edo State vowed lo gel secu-
nty agencies to investigate
~ the murder an
Trators to

- State for Labour and Em-

d bring perpe-

book.
7 Among thase outraged by
| the murder are Minister o

ployment, Mr. Festus Keya- /

mo, SAN; the Minority Lead-
erofthe House of Reps, Hon.
Ndudi Elumelu; the senator
representing Ondo South,
Nicholas Tofowomo, and
\buman rights activist, Femi

, amongst oth-

b
Falana,
o —

3 aj ntly un-
C rsmr_ed_tgutip eighte};llgt
mﬁym e country tha!
hg_sgeenevensd;oo]d%dmn
-'Bemg]labducted by bandits
and killed.

_The Sahara Reporters Pub-
lisher had, in a statement ear-
ly yesterday, announced that
his “immediate younger
brother, Oll;ﬁide Sowore, was
shot and killed near Okada,
Edo State by reportedly
herdsmm/kldnggpers on his
way from Igbinedion Univer-
sity where he was studying
pharmacy.”

Edo State Police Com-
mand confirmed the inci-
dent.

The Command's spokes-
man, Bello Kontongs dis-
dosed that, in addition to kill-

ing the younger Sowere, the
) s ab-

ducte ﬁveumdenggedrper
" Kontongs said: “This is to
l]tg;rcru that -

ed kid “at”
% nappers at a |

g T

ongoing to réscue the
fveld victims."”
Obaselka, in a statement,
vowed that efforts would be
\ fied

to the cul-
prits to book. X
“The news of Olajide’s
death is heartbreaking and

and Government of Edo
State, ] condole with the So-
wore family and pray that
God will grant all the forti-
tude to bear the irreparable

Keyamo
commiserates
amo, in a condolence
letter to the hurman rights ac-
tivist, urged him o take hean
and remain committed to
helping the nation to find a
lasting solution o some of its
numerous challenges.

He called on law enforce-
ment agencies o work hard
to fish out those behind the
dastardly act.

‘Govt
overwhelmed,
helpless’

The Minority Caucus of the
House of Representatives,
Elumel;u, condemned the
unabating killing of Nigeri-
ans, parti uths.

A statement by Elumelu
urged the police to immedi-
ately fish out the killers of the
pharmacy student

i

\

"It is indeed heartbieakin, 1
that our nation's Promising
young ones are being daily

termonists and kidnappers who
are now freely marauding ouy
country, while the governmen
looks overwhelmed ang
helpless,he said,

Govt has failed

—Falana

Reacting, Falana said the
latest klllincla has, once dqni::,
confirmed hal nobody was
M}I;‘ in Nigvri]n.

JHe wrote: "It is extremely
disturbing but alt lho.svd:rvol‘-
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Outrage as gunmen kil

opments confirm that nolwdy
is safe in the conntry, That Is
Why we all have o redouble
ourelfons in ¢ NG oul peo
ple to defend Biemselves e
vause that is where we are,

The govimiment has failed
Apart from verha) ASSUTANC-
s from e gaveriment, from
Ihe nresidency, whep CVery
2ody s for himsell and Ciol
for all of us, and when it (ets
1o that stage, You have to mo
bilise the people 1o defend
themselves and that's where
we an,"

‘National

disgrace’

In hiscondolence message,
the senatar representing
Onda South at the Senate,
Nicholas Tidowoma, lament
e thal evil men have just
stopped a qoodd heart from
beating

Toferwame, in a statement
In Akure by his Speccial Assin-
tar, Olumide Akinrinlala,
described the murder
national disgrace

LR

MURIC charges

police
Meanwhile, an Islamic hu-

Olu of Warri in the eyes of Nigerian govs

By Jimitota Onoyume

igeria Governors Fo
: ir\l.zexg,OI\éIGF. hg‘s con-
gratula ame Atuwal-
se III, the Olu of Warri , on
his ascension to the throne
of his fore fathers, assuring
that the¥l will work with the
monarch for the common
of the nation.
Chairman of the NGF ,
Dr Kayode Feyemi, who
spoke yesterday when he paid
horﬁgge to the new monarch
onbehalf of the 36 governors
in the federation, said the
monarch reinvented the na-
tion gositjvgly_ before the
world with his inaugural ad-

dress during his coronation
ceremony nFO(Io Itsekird, an-
cestral home of Itsekiri' na-
tion, Warri Southy local gav-
emmenl area, Della stafe,
Itis my Ploasum and de-
light o be here before you
Onbehalf of the Nigerian
ovemors, the 35 of us, apart
m mysell here. You have
received over the lasl two
weeks some individual visils
from some of our members,
Asgavemorsmpr&senhnglhe
entire federation, we formal-
ly present ourselves here to
congratulate you and the en-
tire Warri Kingdom for God's
prggmce inthiskingdom", he
said.
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__From left: Secretary, All Progressives Con,
mmittee for Ogunn.JState, Mugkhtar Yakassai; Chairman, Wale Ohu; and mem-
" ber, Wale Adelani, during a meeling with the parly's electoral officers at the
party secretariat in Abeokuta yesterday

auhll \WI
From left: lean

’

ress Local Government Congress

‘Al over the world we have
been honoured as a ple.
You re invenled Nigeria in the
eyes of the world during the
coronation We  thank
God for your coronation.
1t was mosl organised”.

On his part, the monarch
appealed for synergy be-
tween the throne and gov-
ernment at all levels for the
?rcalpr good of the coun-

lY—Ie said efforts were on
Lo redefine the roles of the
Olu  of Warri, stressing
that the kingdom will wel-
come inputs from the vari-
ous levels of government

, .,c‘ v
Chiemeie, Volunteer Instructor, Olufunke Akinloye, Inftlator Code
Zonc, Blose Isichel, Volunteer Instructor and Michael Umoren Volunteer Instructor at the
Just concluded Code Zone 2021, a summer codlng program for teens and pre-feens.

Sowore’s slbllng, Obasekll talks twghﬂ“‘

an richts advocacy group,
g‘"ll‘illl’{'l Rights Concern,
MURIC, condernned the kill-
ine of the Pharmacy student

1‘}]!' qraup, In a statement

by its Director and
Professor [shag Ak?:,?gf[
rhnr(]f‘.\(l the police ang a;_
securnty agencies
k.lllr'rﬂvof ! © find the

Why drug test is essential to stahye
mamiage — Marwa hu Dankalo, a Principaj gy,

halrman/Chlef Execu
iver of the National
e Law Enforeement Agen-
oy, NDLEA, Brig. Gen. Mo
hamed Buba Marwa (retd),
has buttressed the need for
sre-mnarital drueg test as a key
].vlm to a stabfe harne
Marwa spoke at a comler-
ence organised by an NGO,
Coal to Diamond Support
Network for youne aduits,
yesterday, in Abaja, where his
wife, Hajia Munirat Marwa,
who is l’u- chief host of the
event also emphasized the
need for drag test bedore mar-
riage, waming that drugs are
destroying many marmages,
families and cornmunities
While warning on the dire
comsecpuences of drug abuse,
Marwa, who was represent-
ed at the conference by She-

Officer on Dinug Dems %
duction in NI J\‘mm;f;
SANCe use has been kneym
nat only o destroy marra
o5 but eqqually lead o, hm
problems, mothidity, ing)res
violence, and death, Meg of
ten, the phiysical, paychalon;.
r?i;md wrtal Conseeqene e,
O Anueg Use A1e very obpres .
and disturbing " ¥ oo

According to him,

menital. physical and 5

ol quaily e o el
als has definite impart on, A
society's futiure” He ged o

would be ’U‘Jip{‘!- chense .';
underqgo HIV and geno
tests hefore MATAGe withes s
any law compelling them
they should eqrually consde:
druq lest as ritical v e
wellbeing and stabaliy -
their home ’

“the

ity

NDUME MEETS BUHARI BLOWS HOT
Surrendered terrorists have blood in
their hands, must be prosecuted

By Johnhosco Agbakwuru

man, Senate Com
ittee on Army, Sena-
tor Mohammed Ali Ndume.
has insisted that members of
Boko Haram who have sur-
rendered should not be pro-
filed, int ated and those
with blood in thexr hands mus:
be prosecuted.
dume (Borno South),
spoke with State House cor-
respondents after meeting
with President Muhammadl
Buhari at the State House
uja.

Ttge former Senate Leader
said the former insurgents, es-
pedially those that have blood
1n their hands, cannot be let
gojust because they have sur-
rendered.

According to him. even
though there may be inno-
cent persons among them.
some of who may have been
used as slaves and human
shields, they must all be pro-
cessed according to national
and intemational laws.

He maintamed that since
they have surrendered, they
cannot be summanly execut-
edjust as no one hasthe nght
tolet them go without follow-
ing due process of the law:

Asked about his position on
reintegrating the former in-
surgents into the Bomo soct-
ety, Ndume sad: "My stance
on this has not changed, only
that maybe people interprot
itthe way they want. There 1s
a national law that should
quide all these and there's in-
femational law that quides
this bocause this s not the first
e we'ne having this sort of
challenge in vanous coun-
tries,

"Nonnally, when you get to
war level, you are oxpacted to
cither detoat the enemy, or the

enemy swrenders. Once the
enemy su e YUU lose
the nght of summanly exe
cuting him because he 5 an
am;f

“You also don't have the
right to summarily declare
him mnocent and ‘say. Ok
you have sinned goand ==
no more

“What I'm saying mmaly
and I sull maimtam tes pos-
ton. M as much as we we-
come the sunm aite
Boko Haram, it s vay =
portant that we follow doe
process, according to the law
of the land and the mem
tonal law

“That is to s3y, take them
m. profile them, process them,
mvestgate them, interrogase
them and then those tha are
mocent should be ket go axd
these that have blood in ther
'.;5:1{".7\\ they s.‘:ml:abe aporo-
priately prosecut
dess, now. he has an advax-
tage. Once vou surmendes vou
cannot just be summany
convicted, you will be gves
the night to go to cow? anc
declare your innocence o
otherwise. That s what I'=
asking for

“I'm also saving that &
long as the war s contmend
1L IS now time to apply e
carmot and stick approach
While we are prosacuing 2
war ngorously. i ondey
bnng it to an end. & window
1s there available to tell those
that are willing to surrendeg
that you can surrender and
then you will be processad
accanimaty.

Adter that defeat or after the
war has conve to an end and
the window 1s there for them
to surrender as they are sur-
rendering in droves now, they
should be processed, they
should be investigated”.

FALANA HITS FG: No grazing route anywhere in Nigeria

*KUKAH: Difficult to take in things happening
*S/Court Justice Nweze: Natlon bitterly divided

By Levinus
Nwabughiogu,

Lagos lawyer, Mr. Femi
Falana, yesterday, look the
Buhari administration lo task
over the committee it set up
to identify grazing routes
across the country, saying the
Federal Government has no
such routes anywhere.

Falana onaday Bish-
op Matthew Kukah of the
Diocese of Sokoto of the Cath-
olic Church said it was diffi-

cultto take in the things hap-
pening in Nigeria.

On his part, Supreme Court
Justice Chima Nweze la-
mented that the nation is bit-
terly divided on religious, eth-
nic and ideological lines.

The eminent Nigerians
spoke at the inauguration of
the Old Seminarians Associ-
ation of Nigeria of the Cath-
olic Church.

The Clerk of the House of
Representatives, Chinedu
Akubueze, who's the Chair-

man of the association, said
thoy were going to explore the
diverse membership to solve
many socio-political chal-
lenges facing the country,
Delivering his kuwl' notead-
dress, Nweze, who's a mem-
ber of the association, urged
the Church and the Priests to
always contribute to the na-
tional discourse in the best
interest of the country and the

pegg]e;d.ng on thetopic, ‘Age

Quid Agis: the Route to Na-
tional Cohesion and Integra-
tion, the concept of Good
Nrugl\lx}ur". he said: “Nige-
ma is, highly, divided along
ethnic, religious, political ang
idealogical lines, This givi.
sion comes with serious Sus-
picion, distrust, and hatred
among the diverse citizens,
Efforts towards national in-
tegration as national interest
and projectin Nigeria is cha].
lenged by cormuption, base-
less party politics and worse
of all, insecurity.

‘The country, in the face of
Ihmechaﬂengs,mquhesthat

Its citizens think beyond theit
differences to propel the na-
tion into maximising its po-
tentials towards the actual-
ization of greatness. [t should
be noted that wi(t)h:iul !;;e
encapsulated in neigh-
bourﬁas bein gi.mbihed by
the citizens, the di tcom-
ponents that make ugi the
country will persist as divid
ing factors among the peo-
ple.

“In my humble view, en-
boldened by the mandate of
the dogmatic Constitution,
the Nigerian Church should
now espouse what a theolo-
gian once called ‘the evange-
lisation of human structures -
Thatis anew approach which

Continues on page 7



