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By Rotimi Ojomoyela,
Ozioruva Aliu &
Boluwaji Obahopo

BOUT seven persons were

| attacke q unF]n ms:
Ol'na(laaEl council area of Kogi State.

| @l :@vanguardnews

7, injure others in

®Suspected kidnappers sh
gunmen abduct couple, 2 0

Itwas gathered that the shooting of
the DPO, Thesday night, a few metres
before Sasaro, led to gridlock that was
cleared when thelocal vigilante group

fvvhamm the seriously injured officer,

0se assailants rtedly thought
wasdead. N

Narrating the incident, yesterday, a

| alsoleftscoreswounded. ———— ——member of the vigilante group in

| fear of being targeted by the mili

-Alocal, who survived the attack but
-asked nottobementioned becauseof  ©YeS, amandstomach, addingthathe

said the gunmen invaded a provision

shoplocated in the heart of the village
. @mjﬂd@m@@@@g

I He ad&thi"latﬂmaﬂadcms thenwent
o

n a shooting spree in which many

I people scampering for safety were hit

by stray bullets.
— The local also disclosed that

| amongstthose killed was a man, who
- goesbythename, Bamister adi

F
i

staff of the Local Government Health
Centre atOgba, residing in Bagana.

Anothervillagerwhilerecounting his

ordeal said they were woken upby the

‘gunshots as they scampered into the

} bush forsafety.

i

_ He lamented incessant killings of
innocentcitizens and wanton buming
of their houses by themarauderssince
2014 and called on the Federal
Government, Kogi State govemment
and security agencies to come to their

i aid.
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He said the village had lostover 300
of her citizens and property worth
millions of naira totheunendingattacks
by the militias allegedly invited from
Benue and Nasarawa states.

The source said the latest attack

§ might not be unconnected with the

supremacy battle of who controls
resources of the town by the fourmajor
tribes of Igala, Hausa, Otutubatu and

Thankpe. ) )
“Bagana, although, a multi-ethnic
tribe used tobe a haven of peace, until
the chiefs of Otutubatu and Thankpe
moved their headquarters from
Omagedeand Patanyi. These villages
are more than 10 kilometres from
Bagana, the headquarters of Bagana
District of Omala Local Government

Area.

Itwasgathered thatthe District Head
of the community, Alih Haruna, a third
classchief, had abandoned his palace
to another village for slafgty. 4 g

Speaking on the ugly developmen!
the Chairman of Omala Local

§ Government Area Traditional Council
I Onuh Ife, Joogba, Boniface Musa

condemned thekillingsand urged the
chairman of the council Hon. Ibrahim
Aboh and Governor Yahaya Bello to
intervene.

He said unless government
intervenes peace may continqetol?e
elusive and camage will continue 1n
the area.

Confirming the incident, the State
Folice Public Relations Officer, PPRO.
William Aya, said one Usman Salifu
called the DPO of the area at about
QmmTueﬂawmhiSshq:mdbem
attacked by gunmen leading to the
deathof hissale'sboy, BashirSule, and
three other customers, while scores
said on receiptofthedistresscall,
the DPOmobilised hismentothe scene

j and evacuated some of the injured to

1
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o
11 Officer, DPO, of Igarra Police Station
Govemnen!

I
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the hospital for treatment, adding that
the fo‘zie}:P has commenced a manhunt
to bring the perpetrators tobook.

Suspected kidnappers

shoot DPO in Edo
Meanwhile, the Divisional Police

in Akoko-EdoLocal AT,
of Edo State, Suleiman Muhammed,
was teportedly shot by suspected
Kidnappers along the Auchi-Igarra-
Ibillo road. :

Igarma said the DPO was shot in the

aay have been shotwithan AK-47 rifle
as they recovered bullets and other
eartridges from thescene of the attack.

— Hesaid "The DPOhad eadiercalled

usinthemomingtoa placewhere they
said some suspected yahoo boys
constituted a nuisance. Lateraround 3
pm, he told us that the suspected
dnappers were hlocking theroad, so
wewentthereand chased them away.
"Twas told that later in the evening
after inspecting the change of quard,
the DPO proceeded in his ToyotaCamry
car to Auchi where his family resides.
Thepecplelaid ambushafterthe MTN
mast near Sasaro and shot him
severally, [believe they thoughthe was
dead and thenabandoned him.
"Their gunshots made motorists
going to Auchiand from Auchi tostop
until we amived at the scene in the
company of the police torush the DPO
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the hospilal.” )
tO'l‘he glri)ce Public Relations Officer
of the Edo State Command, Kontongs
Bello, was said to be on an official
assignmentoutof {hestate butsources
at the command said they were
awaiting official details oftheincident.

Protest as gunmen
abduct couple,
2 others in Ekiti

Inarelated development, yesterday,
some residents of Ado-Ekiti prqte:tedv
in the state capital and lkere-Ekitiover
the kidnapping of another set of four
travellers on theaxis by gunmen.

The kidnap incident allegedly took
placelateon Tuesday in Goshen Land
Community in Ajebamidele area of
Aclo-Ekiti, located on the way to [kere-
Ekiti.

Sources in the community told
newsmen thata couple, whose names
were given as Mr and Mrs Falomo,
and a man, said to be a pastor, were
among the kidnapped victims.

Mirs Falormo was said to have been
trailed to her residence by the
lddnappers,whoweresaidiobeaﬂned
with AK-47 rifles, Her husband, who
cameoutonarescuemission, wasalso
abducted.

According to the sources, the

Kogi

oot DPO in Edo ®Protest g
thers in EKiti
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kidnappers fired several qunshos
the aft Auring e atack in G 10
attempttorescuethe victims, any

The other two victims were sajd y,,
have been kidnapped as the
were making their way aut of the
community.

It was leamned that policemen frop,
Ologede Police Division, along Tkere
Road, ammived atlhecrimesoanemﬁy
afterthe kidnappers had left.

The angry residents in their large
nummber, trooped out in the eardy hoyrg
of yesterday, tobarricade the hi
lamenting that kidnapping was
becoming too incessant in the state,
They called for urgent action to stop
§ decried the level

Theydecried the of insecurity
the state and called onbomme[edm];
and state governments to urgently do
something to save them from further
apprehension.

Some of their placards read: “Save
usfrom kidnappers","Wearenolonger
safe, Governmentcome toourrescue”,
“Kidnappers have taken over”, "No
movement on the road until the
government stops kidnapping.”

Mr Samuel Fasua, Chairman of
Goshen Landlords Assodation, said the
protestwas staged to draw the attention
ofthegovermnment tothe incident, todo
something urgent fo save theresidents.

ABANDONED: Bad portion of Sange to Ogba Ayo Road abandoned b Ogun State

government for years. Photo:

Kehinde Gbadamosi.

Bandits attack Zamfara school, abduct 73

StUdenB curfew

By Ibrahim Wuyo

E Zamfara State Police,
yesterday, confirmed the
abduction of 73 students of
Government Day Secondary
School, Kaya in Maradun Local
Government Area of the state by
bandits.

This came as the state
government announced the total
and immediate closure of all schools
in the state as well as a dusk-to-
down curfew on 13 local
government areas.

A teacher in the affected school
had earlier told the BBC Hausa
Service in an interview maonitored
in Kaduna that he and others
managed to escape through a farm
near the school.

According to him, the bandits
around noon raided the school with
a population of about 400 male and
female students.

He said they came ons
motorcycles wielding dangerous
weapons and were seen all over the

school premises.

It was gathered that one of the
students shot on his tigh managed
to escape and is now receiving
treatment in a hospital.

The teachersaid Class Five students
were writing mock exams when the
school wasattacked.

A woman told the BBC Hausa
Servicein an interview that two of her
children were among the students
abducted and called on the authorities
tocometotheirrescue.

But the Zamfara State Police
command's spokesman, SP Shehu
Mohammed, inastatement, yesterday,
said: "The command under the
leadership of CP Ayuba Elkanah has
deployed search and rescuetearn that
‘was mandated to workin synergy with
the military to ensure the safe rescue of
theabducted students

"The CP further appealed to the
general public, espedially parents
and relatives of the abducted
students, to exercise patience and
continue to pray for the success of
the ongoing rescue operation.

"Security has also been beefed up

®As govt closes schools, imposes dusk-to-dawn

at Kaya Village and environ to
forestall a further attack on the
communities.”

Zamfara closes
schools, imposes
dusk-to-dawn curfew
Speaking later in the day, the state
Commissioner of Police, Ayuba
Elkana, whoannounced the
while addressing newsmen in Gusat
yesterday evening, said the measures
followed the increasing rate of atiacks
and abduction of school pupils:
students and even teachersin
across the state. .
Themmmisime:howe\lﬂ;dadmed
commenton alleged xepons_ofaﬁat}
abduction of school studentsin pars?
the state, yesterday, including 2
secondary schoal in Kays, Maradun
Local Govermment Areaof these
Hesaid the curfew is with the
effect from 6 pm. o 6a. rn.ClaﬁYmt or
13 local government areas €XCeP
Gusau, the state capitgll
According to him, the
effectrom pm. tobaminGusat e
state capital until furthernotice-



