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' Many injured; commuters stranded as transpOT\efS

| protest allege

e ;
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i J ACOS—Commercial activites 1
[} distupted forthebetterpartof g2

R i yesterday at Cele, Iyana-Isolo and

Toyotabus stops on the Oshodi/Apapa

| expressway and on the Mile-Two /
i Badagry expressway, following protest -

by transporters over alleged extortion

; egea e

I and high handedness by officials of the

Lagos State Environmental and

Spedal Offences Unit (Task Force) and

. ¥ Lagos State Traffic Management
© | Authority, LASTMA. ‘
| g E._-,{_g; s‘pm.mmﬁ;;‘gm‘;gﬁ / '%mvho hijacked the
| ! o Situatiors atiacked anvone al sight.
, | set up bonfires on the expressway oo hegulesschnnnu%exs

r
1
[
1
i

The protesters.

inward Oshodi, preventing -t
i el P motorcyclists and iyl _‘gf.g-%ﬂlf&f;‘m@ Renchboge Hogp
[ i operamrsﬁnmccnveymgpasse_r_lgers. ~Afthescene s.'l;a_uaedwin
L ofggﬁgﬁwgdﬁgiﬁm littered the ground while the stranded
; g shattered, with passengers ordered to g‘;r;né;im‘a‘uﬁseen TLng away
alight from the vehicles. A sl . )
! H m?[?wc%agg e;;l\d]s? more 1351{%&:—-}; ali;ana-o_bg,r?dlftnu Igando],at-lglmmlo
| suchas"EndIASTMAbnualiy”,"End ~ L¥anaIpaie.

| Task Force wahala”, “End LASTMA
blocking, blocking with Task Force”,
I “End Task Force in Lagos State.”

I

j Their grievances

i They alleged that Task Force offidals
routinely and indiscriminately seized

|l their vehicles and were forced to pay

j hugeamountbeforetheywouldrelease . gy gojuwaji Obahopo

e, A
[ Abusdriver who gave his name & Marie-Therese
LASTMA offici

- | Sefiu, alleged that Nanlong
I impounded twoof his vehicles without
- ¥ anyjustification. .
o | Piesaid: I paid N55,000 to recover IX persons, including a
oneofthem. Theyare always i commercial motorcycle operator,

were yesterday, killed by nen
_ suspécted 10 be cultists in Gwara ani
Kono-Boue communiffes

harassing
us. The road we ply to the airport has
i | beenblocked for repairs, yetwhenwe
take alternative routes they will claim
* » itisone-wayandtheyllarrestus.”
ol Another protester who identified
| himselfsimplyas Kingsley, said: “Their
- ¢ wahalaistoomuch, Wewant Governor i hrriitt e :
I Babajide (Samwo-Olu) tohelpus” . Shootingindiscnminately, leaving three
i | Chibuike, whoidentified himselfas ~ Personsdead.
| a bus driver and member of the
-y National Union of Road Transport

-1 Workers, NURTW also accused the
fj officals ofextortion. He urged the state
govermnment to intervene.

i On his part, Mukaila, who claimed
B hemgﬂwﬁszmmgetmuEm
* p back, said: "Tfwearquewith them, they

i would beat us up and tear-gas us. We

i are tired. Do they want us to start
" | stealing and be carrying guns? Weare

1 tired of their extortion, and constant
* ¥ harassment."

I Anotherdriver Opeyemi,said hewas

i also protesting because avehicle hegot

the day the gunmen stormed
neighbouring Kono-Boue where a
motorcycle fider and the two persons
hewas camying ran into them and were
shotdead.

The Public Relations Officer,
Community Development
Community of Kono-Boue, Nwibakpo
Golden, while narrating the incident,
said some villagers ran into the bush
and tosafer areas to avoid being hitby
bullets.

Hesaid: "This aftemoon, unknown
gunmen invaded Gwara community,

on hire purchase barely two months ~ Killing about three persons. They later
i agowasimpounded bythe Task Force ~ Went to Kono-Boue, killing a
officials. motorcycle rider and the persons thal

werewith him."

Asked if the security agencies were
notified of the incident, Gelden said he
putacall acossto the Divisional Folice
Officer in charge of Bori Division,

Hesaid: "1 paid N250,000 to get the
i vehiclebackon Monday

1 , ;
§ 3 commercial drivers

i killed saying heresponded but the hoodlums
Opevemi also alleged that three  had taken flight .

| commercal drvers weredlled on He sad the absenceofa fnctional

; X palice station and the bad road in the

1 e acommerdial - areahad worsened thesecurity situation
s ArGer mmercial _ there, saying villagers who fled were

| motoryelist sustained deepcutsinthe

ed extortion by task force,

1fes,_Khana——tWhen contacted, aspokesmanof the
Local @ﬁmi;ﬂ@ot _@_ers gtat& state Police Command, Nnamdi
_Itwas gathered from aTesi at Omoni, said he would getintouchwith
the qunmen, numbering aboutseven,  the DPO, Bori division and get back to
“invaded the @y_a;&_cgmmunﬂao{:comspondent :

16 suspects arrested
‘Meanwhile, the Lagos State

Environmental and Special Offences
Unit (Task Force), said it had arrested
16 miscreants suspected to have
masterminded the violence and attack
on commutersin Celeand IyanaIsolo
busstops.

The miscreants, according to a
statement bythe task force, capitalised
on the peaceful no work protest
embarked upon by drivers of
commercial buses on Oshodi-Mile 12
Expressway to unleash mayhem on

yettoretum.
He said: “The govemor of Rivers
State once promised that there will be

mmuters.

COT‘he statement signed by its Head,
pubhc Affarrs Unit. Mr Ferm Mol
read: "The hoodlums were caught
molesting by and desgrmmg
public facihes. Machetes, charms
cudgels and other harmful weapons
were recovered from them.

“The Chairman of the Lagos S@t=
Task Force, CSP Shola Jejelove. who
was in the area to mamtain law and
order as well as listen to some of the
aggrieved protesters. called for calm
thal government would address their

ievances.

“He added that no offcal of Lagos
State Task Force operates between
Toyota and Mile 2, adding that
agency is presently rejigging it
operation to prevent reporied
incidences of illegal task force
operatives in the meTopalis

“He said he had listened to all
complaints against the officals of the
agency. notng that genuine complarTs
would be addressed.

"It was learned that the drivers
dedided to protest the insmllation of
signage on roads that used tosenveas
hi-directional ways as One-way:”

3 policemen, 13 others killed in Rivers,
Kogi, Plateau

Police, Zone 8, Ede Avuba, who
confimmed theincident. saxd the pohice
havesince afterthe inddentmobitsed

a police station there. Kono-Boue ist\and are on the trail of the hoodlums.

very large community. We are
hoping that he will fulfil his prom:

"Second, theroad thereisbad. If they
fix the road, the police can easily access
theareaanvtime we callthem. The DPO
came with his team. but the qunmen
did notwaste time. He (DPO)was able
1o restore normalcy.”

The resident disclosed that later ine s 00PeTS kill 2 policemen m@emm,\spcam

at Kogi checkpoint
In a related development, two
policemen were, Monday i
<killed by armed ;
checkpoint alc ha-lyaa madin
_Kabba, headquarters of Kabba/Bunu

council area of Kogi State. :
~Ttwas gathered that the policemen

wereshotwhen they flagged down the

robbers’ SUV coming from EXiti axis

and were probably heading towards

Abuja en-route Kabba for a routing
check

Vanguard also gathered that three
other policemen, who manage to
escape, sustained injunes as the fleeing

robbers shot sporadically to pave way
fortheirescape. ’

It was learned that the affected
policemen were from the newty created
Kabba Police 'B' divisional
headquarters.

The remains of the two policemen
weresaid to have been deposited at the
margue of the general Hospital Kabba
while the injured are said lo be
undergoing treatment at a private
hospital

The Assistant Inspector-General of

‘)

mﬁ?"ﬁ killed as security

agents battle suspected
gunrunners, kidnappers
in Plateau

Also on Mondav; a Ralice Inspector
gn:]-!ﬁg?af\igilame and six suspected
gun-ranners lost their lives when the

gunmen engaged securityagentsina

_gun battle at Bwai village, Pvem_
Chiefdom, Gindini district, Mangu

Local Government Area of Piatean
State. ——_

whoconfinmed the incident said:
8720

"On receipt
“IGPs Intelligence
based in Manqu, Rolice operatives
ttached to Mangu Division, STFand
local vigilante were mobilised and
swiftly raced to the area.

‘Onsaghting the team, the hoodlums
engaged them in a gun battle. But
becab\:i:ivlg natn%]e tactical operational
capability and superior gunfire of the
operatives, six of the hoodlums were
neul whileothers fled with bullet
wounds. Exhibits recovered from them
include three AK-47 rifles with Breach
Nas 868, 106076 and 123487.
“Regrettably, one  Insp.

ulrahaman Isah. who is the
Commander IGP's Intelligence

Team based in Mangu and
one Hassan Mohammed, a local .
;:%]:me gallantly paid the supreme
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