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‘UFury as bandits attack NDA

®Kill 2 officers, kidnap one, injure another

®NDA vows bandits ‘Il be

; apprehended
e CDS .I\{DA invasion woxgﬁ')some —
more in Nigeria, bandits are in total
should be turning point in fight agai

By Kingsley Omonobi,

Dapo Akinrefon,

Evelyn Usman & Ibrahim Hassan

ABUJA — Shock, dis

belief vesterda

trailed atfack on Nigeri-
Defence Academy, Ka-

‘killed two officers—Fia.
napped one and injured
“another who is currently
recelving treatment in the
‘hospital. ™
~Among those who react-
ed, beside the NDA which
in a statement said it
would hunt down the ban-
dits, were the Chief of
Defence Staff, CDS, Ma-
jor General Lucky [rabor,
Kaduna State govern-
ment, Arewa Consultative
Forum, ACF, and Col
Samuel Agbede, who saw
the attack as not only wor-
risome but also a fright-
ening development.

The bandits had broken
into the school around
1:25am yesterday, shot
sporadically and made for
the officers’ quarters to
abduct the personnel.

A military sources said
two officers were killed,
one abducted, another
injured in the attack was
currently receiving treat-
ment in the academy’s
hospital while two others
were abducted in the at-
tack.

The source said: "On
August 24, 2021, at about
0125hrs, bandits in their
large numbers attacked
NDA, Afaka, and kid-
napped one officer; Maj
Datong, while Lt Cdr
Wulah and Flt Lt CM
Okoronwo were shot
dead.

_ gun shot injury and is
_ Currently receiving treat-
ment at own hospital in

_ar 3 - NDA."
duna, bv bandits who _

~ Explaining how the ban-
dits gained access into the
_school, another source

__said: "They came in, si-

lently, through the part of
~the school where we have
barbed wire and not prop-
erly fenced.
""Unfortunately, there
were no soldiers on guard
duty at that end. So, the
bandits sneaked in to
where the officers were
and got three of them.
"It was when they shot
one of the officers that

-

everybody woke up, and
before we knew it, they
had made their way out-
side and fled.

"The attack is a big slap
on our face. How could
we have allowed that?
They already knew there
was no guard on duty and
came in through that
axis."”

It was, however,
learned that the sound of
the gunfire by the bandits
alerted troops of NDA
Quick Response Team,
who arrived at the scene,
but were unable to rescue
the kidnapped officer as
the bandits had already
gone with the victim.

According to the source,
the school authorities will

®] suspect insider collaboration
Col Agbede ®No where is safe any
control — Retd AVM Ararile ®This
nst banditry — Brig Gen Usman

courl-martial some sol-
diers for failing to secure
the area.

Reacting to the attack,
Bashir Jajira, spokesper-
son of the academy, in a
statement also explained
how the security architec-
ture was compromised at
the institution.

He said: "“The security
architecture of the Nige-
rian Defence Academy
was compromised early
this morning (yesterday)
by unknown gunmen
who gained access into
the residential area with-
in the Academy in Afaka.

During the unfortunate
incident, we lost two per-
sonnel and one was ab-
ducted.

Vice President Yemi Osinbajo (m) cutting a tape to inaugurate Niger Delta Power
Holding Company Limited, 2. X 60MVA, 132/33KV af Agu -Awka Anambra State,
yesterday. With him are Governor Willie Obiano of Anambra State (Ief!). and Man-
2Lt Onah sustained aging Director and CEO Delta Power Holding Company Limited, Mr. Chiedu Ugbo.
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Bandits'll be
apprehended
— NDA

“The Academy in col-
laboration, with the 1Di-
vision Nigerian Army and
Air Training Command as
well as other security
agencies in Kaduna State,
has since commenced
pursuit of the unknown
gunmen within the gen-
eral area, with a view to
track them and rescue the
abducted personnel.

"The NDA community
and Cadets are safe in the
Academy. We assure the
general public that this
unknown gunmen would
soon be apprehended
and the abducted person-
nel rescued.”

I suspect insider
collaboration
— CDS

Also reacting to the at-
tack, the Chief of Defence
Staff, Major General
Lucky Irabor, said the in-
cident was worrisome,
adding that the military
was looking into it with
keen interest.

Major General Irabor,
who did not rule out in-
sider collaboration, said
the military authorities
would get to the root of
the attack.

His reaction came at a
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one-day interactive ses-
sion with retired senior
military officers from the
North East zone at the 23

Armoured Brigade
Yola., Adamawa State.

in

NDA invasion
worrisome
— Col Agbede

Reacting to the attack,
Col. Samuel Agbede,
retd, said such an aftack
had never happened in
the history of the Nigeri-
an military.

Agbede, a former Presi-
dent of the Yoruba Coun-
cil of Elders, YCE, said:
"This attack just signifies
that the chicken is com-
ing home to roost. All our
calls and cries for proac-
tive actions against inse-
curity have been con-
firmed by this worrisome
nvasion.

"It is very worrisome that
bandits could have the
audacity to attack a mli-
tary academy and kll oi-
ficers. This has never
happened in the history
of the military that bandits
could have the effrontery
to attack a military acad-
emy. This is too disgrace-
ful and it is just confirming
what we have been saying
about fifth columnist. We
have seen why we should
not allow those Boko
Haram insurgents into the

Continues on Page 27
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Fury as bandits
officers, kidnap

Continues fromPage 5
military. Itis like putting fire
on our thatched roof, -

"It is time Lo look up and
gather elders together to do
something about this issue,
Itis dangerous to leave gov-
emance of 200 million peo-
plein the hands of one man.
To say that we have a Ma-
jor General as our Com-
mander-in-Chief and this
1s happening is very wor-
risome.

“Just like we have been
crying, these bandits are
everywhere. We should
stop dancing around for
politics. It is disgusting, We
really have problems and
we should not wait until
they overrun Aso Rock. We
still appeal to the federal
government to gather peo-
ple together to address the
Insecurity in the country,"

No where is safe
any more in
Nigeria, bandits
are in total control
— Retd AVM Ararile

In his reaction, His Royal
Majesty, Retired Air Vice
Marshall Lucky Ararile, the
Ovie of Umiagwa King-
dom in Delta State, said:
“The brazen attack by ban-
dits on NDA, killing of sol-
diers and abduction of a
military personnel shows
that no where is safe in
Nigeria anymore. It shows
that bandits are in total con-
trol.

‘W are not sure that even
Aso Rock or any military
unit is safe any longer. Gov-
emment has to tackle these
bandits or whatever they
call themselves with the se-
riousness it deserves.
These embarrassments are
becoming too much.”

This should be
turning point in
fightagainst
banditry — Brig
Gen Usman

Similarly, Brigadier Gen-
eral Sani Usman, retd,
former Director, Army Pub-
lic Relations, said: "It is
very disturbing. 1 believe
this should be a turning
peint in the fight against
banditry and these criminal
elements, But I think the
bandits' have made a terri-
ble mistake. They have
crossed the line; they will
regret it

“I am so happy that all
hands are on deck over
this issue. Though I am not
in possession of the full de-
tails, but I think the mili-

will respond appropri-
amtgy 1 hearsgomal the CDS
and service chiefs have vis-
ited the academy.

“It is a worrisome issue,
it is really disturbing but 1
am so sure about the capac-
ity and capability of the
military to deal with the sit-
uation, X

In his reaction, a secunty
expert, Major Bone Efozi-
em, retd, called the Feder-
al Government to redress
the trend in order to avert
& scenario that is playing
out in Afghanistan, describ-
ing the altack as brazen.

Efoziem, who is the Man-

aaing Direclor, Strict Guarg
Private securily, sai:
“What we are sepir e

seeing is the
result of over fraternisation
l?f the military wity certain
characters tha Nigerians
should have dealt witn
squarely.

When we are talking
about combal issues, it 35
not all about the ability to
fight but to create a certain
umpression and perception
of  one's capabilities,
When people think You are
very strong, the tendency
is that they will not attack
You. But when people know
your strengths and wealk-
nesses, then, there is a ten-
dency to attack you.

he Nigerian military,
particularly the Army, has
been over exposed to the
criminal and common man
in Nigeria, to a point that
anybody can wake up to-
morrow, walk into an Amy
barracks and open fire.

“When it got to the level
that certain people claimed
to have repented, even af-
ter years of attacking the
Nigeria nation and institu-
tons and are being reab-
sorbed into the Armed
Forces, thereby exposing
them to the same training
as our serving personnel,
equipping them with the
same equipment as our
serving personnel, giving
them the same combat
readiness and awareness,
what do you expect?

“When these people leave
there and they talk to their
colleagues, what do you
think they tell them? They
tell them there is nothing
special about these people,
we can attack them. The in-
cident in Kabul will natu-
rally have a spillover on
Nigeria's challenge. Af-
ghanistan's Taliban 1s fight-
ing based on Islamic be-
liefs. A lot of these fighters
in the northern part of Ni-
geria are fighting based on
Islamic beliefs .

"So, to a large extent,
what happened in Afghan-
istan will embolden them to
attack government institu-
tions. If the Talibans could
attack and overrun Kabul
without resistance, then
expect such in any of these
countries where the Islam-
ists are fighting.

"Whethger they will suc-
ceed or not is another story
. But they know that there
is nothing special about the
military, and they feel they

can attack and over run
them. That is what is hap-
pening in Nigeria today.

“ We should all be alerl.
1f you watch what is hap-
pening in the north , you
will see that even Lhe state
governments in the north-
ern part of Nigeria are al-
ready admitting that the
federal government no
longer has the state appa-
ratus to defend the citizens
and are, therefore, call-
ing on citizens o defend
themselves.

“What Federal Govern-
ment should do is to think
of how 10 Tedress the trend
. It might not be anything
serious. But there is need
for a reorientation of mili-
tary personn_el 'and a kind
of image building that will

attack NDA, kill 2
one, injure another

re-hoost confidence in the
personnel.”

Kaduna govt

condemns attack

Also disturbed by the at-
lack, Kaduna State govern-
ment appealed lo citizens
lo volunleer useful infor-
mation to the mililary and
security agencies in the
campaign against banditry
and kidnapping.

The Commissioner [or
Ministry of Internal Secu-
rity and Home Alfairs, Sam-
uel Aruwan, said in a slate-
ment: “Being the host of
the Academy and a partner
in several spheres of na-
tional securily and devel-
opment, Governor Nasir
El-Rufai has been brieled
of the development, and on
behalf of the government
and People of Kaduna
State, has prayed for the
repose of the souls of the
personnel who lost their
lives,

"The governor conveys
heartfell empathy to the
Academy, and to the imme-
diate families of the per-
sonnel, and also extends
deep concern to the family
of the abducted officer.

"Furthermore, the gov-
ernment of Kaduna State
extends its unreserved sol-
idarity to the Armed Forces
of Nigeria and all security
agencies who are making
immense sacrifices on dif-
ferent fronts.

‘"The government hereby
appeals to the good citizens
of the state to volunteer
useful information to the
military and security agen-
cies in the campaign
against banditry and kid-
napping, in the state and
beyond. On its part, the Ka-
duna State government will
continue to take actions con-
sidered imperative in the
campaign against bandits
throughout the state.”

Nigeria's security
onreverse gear
—ACF

Meanwhile, the Arewa
Consullative Forum, ACF,
has expressed shock over
the atlack on the Nigeran
Defence Academy (NDA).

ACF said the invasion
and desecration of the fac-
tory where all Nigerian
military officers are pro-
duced, was an indication
thal Nigeria's national se-
curity system was running
on reverse gear.

ACF's National Publicity
Secretary, Emmanuel
Yawe, said in a statement
thalt the founding fathers of
Northern Nigeria who
brought NDA lo Kaduna,
did nol bring it for the
present generation to hand
it over 1o bandits.

The statement read: "The
ACE first and foremost,
commiscrates with the fam-
ilies of those who losl their
lives during today's (yes-
lerday) atlack on the Nige-
rian Defence Academy.
These gallant men have
paid the supreme price for
Nigeria, their motherland.
We hope their sacrifices are
not in vain. )

“The Forum is praying

f

[Lae b & 4
WIKE OLISA Mgy,

1S ENIOYING yogp
MONEY 1 Lanpgy

1 M0 WONE 1 pitu
e . L

018773062,
080520670508

SRETERT ay7ag
[T

Cross sectlon of party supporters of the embattled National Chairman of the

People’s Demacratic Party, Prince Uche
Port Harcourt court rullng that suspe

Scondus rallying In his support following a
nded him from office at the PDP National

Headquarters, Wadata House, Abuja, yesterday. Photo: Abayomi Adeshida

that the abducted officer
will be rescued and the
criminals who abducted
him broughl to book.

“The latest security
breach 1s another embar-
rassment to the ACE The
NDA is a proud monument
of the efforts of the first gen-
eration of Northermers who
fought hard to bring devel-
opment to the North; the
likes of Muhammadu Ri-
badu, Sir Abubakar Tafawa
Balewa and Sir Ahmadu
Bello who brought the in-
stitution to Kaduna.

"They did not bring it
here for our generation to
hand it over to bandits or
whatever we call them.
This is an institution that is
not only a pride of the North
but also a pride of Nigeria.
Many African countries
train their military officers
here.

"It is really sad that ordi-
nary street bandits will in-
vade a military institution
of such high national and
international repute, outwit
the security system and
men there, kill officers and
take one away to an un-
known destination.

"We of the ACF are par-
ticularly sad because Kadu-

na is our home not only
because our headquarnters
is located here but also for
a long time, even after the
split of our Northern re.
gion, Kadune remained
home to all northemers

"“The NDA is a proud re-
minder of the achievements
of our fathers. Is that how
our present generation of
northerners will seat and
waltch as these legaces are
destroyed?

"We of the ACF have said
it again and again that
there is everything serious-
ly wrong with the manage-
ment of our secunitv. The
other day, a Nigenan Aur-
force fighter aircraft was
shot down by the so called
bandits.

“Today, the factory where
all Nigerian military offic-
ers are produced has been
invaded and desecrated.
What else do we need to
show that our national se-
curity system is running on
reverse gear?”

Similarly, speaker of Ka-
duna State House of As-
sembly said the attack on
NDA was an assault on
Nigeria's territonial inteqri-
ty

The speaker, Yusuf Tbra-

him Zailan. in & statement
signed by his media a
Ibrahim Dahiru Danfulan:
said the attack must be
treated with all senous-
ness.

The statement
“NDA 15 Nigena's pr
training ctadel for
na’s Armed Forces, a [
to the country and Afric
hence such a danng atiack
on the institubion is unac
ceptable and must be n-
vestgated by the military

ing and unfortu
such an atiack o have
en place, catching those in

ge of its imernal secu-
nty of guard.”

While commending Ni-
gena's secunty personnel
for making efforts to deq-
mate bandits and 1nsu:-
gents nationwide the
speaker said thev should
not let the NDA inciden:
demoralise them.

“I sincerely commuserate
with familtes of those whe
lost their lives, 1 am
pleased that the NDA au-
thonoes have quven assur-
ance that the assailants are
being trailed and would be
apprehended.” he sad.

PIA: No more exclusive petrol importation
rights for Dangote, BUA, says FG

By Sebastine Obasi

AGOS — The Federal
Govenunent appears
lo have reversed the exclusive
petrol importation rights for
holders of local refining li-
cence to import petroleum
products, following the sign-
ing into law of the Petraleum
Industry Act, PIA.

Current holders of crade oil
tefining licences in Nigeria
include Dangote Oil Reinery
Company, Wallersmith Refin-
ing and Petrochemical Com-
pany Limited, OPAC Refiner-
s, Niger Delta Petroleum Re-
sources, BUA Refinery and
Petrochemicals and Edo Re-
finery and Petrochemical
Company Limited. 1 was
learned that stakeholders in
the oil and gas sector had
raisec concers over the line
in the Senale's version of the
PIB. )

According 10 the upper
chamber's committee report
on the PIA, the legislators had
intended to limit the impor-
lation of petroleum products
to local refining licence hold-

ers. This, however did not go
down well with industry stake-
holders.

Section 317 (8) of the sen-
ate version of the report noted
that petrol importation li-
cence will be restricted "only
lo companies with actwe lo-
cal refining licences”. “The
Authority shall apply the
Backwand Integration Policy
inthe downstream petroleum
sector to encourage mvest-
ment in local refining.” the
senate version ead. “Tosup-
port this, licence to import any
product shortfalls shall be as-
sigmed only to companies with
active local nefiring licences.
“Impart volume to be allocat-
ed between participants basexl
on thew respective production
in the preceding quarter

It was learned that the ex-
clusive right had been re-
moved in the Petroleum In-
dustry Act, PIA, which was
signed into law by President
BuharionAugust16.

Consequently, ‘qualified’
refiners or companies can
now participate in the impor-

tation of petroleum products.

Acconding to the Act, Sec-
ton 317 (8). petrol importa-
tion licence will be grantad to
holders of refining icence or
companies with “proven
track records of intemation-
al crude ol and petroleum
products trading .

“The Authority may apply
the Backward Integration
Tolicy m the downstream pe-
troleum sector to encourage
mvestment in local refining.

“Pursuwant to subsection (8),
licence to import any product
shorttalls may be assigned to
companies with active local
refiming licences or proven
track récords of internation-
al crude oil and petroleum
products trading.

“Import volume to be allo-
cated between participants
shall be based on criteria to
be setby the Authority taking
nlo account their refining
outputin the preceding quar-
ter, the share of active whole-
sale customers competlitive
priang and prudent supply,
storage and distribution track
records,” itread.



