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lolence spreads in Imo as gunmen behead

lice, Imo State Command, CP
Abutu Yaro, while commend-
ing the people of Orlu and
Imo State, pleaded for calm
as security agencies were do-
ing everything to sustain the
already improved peace in
the state.

violent attacks in Tmo

mrodice of__eOver 20 shops, vehicles razed *How 15-year-old boy exposed hotel where ESN plan

n;érﬁﬁﬂ%%m_aﬂaqks on Njaba, Omuma —Police *27 ESN members, including 7 females, arrested
— O Covemment acea— */Abia govt alleges plot by non-state group to kidnap govt officials, monarchs

of Imo State. there was re-

newed violence and a com. . ax L : TR Y Plot by non-state
munity leader whose idenfity i : ' R Y BRERS 3 idna
namﬁési'm‘aogg%mgﬁg - s 108 — group t(? kl P
“was beheaded and Fis head - > govt officials,
monarchs

.
~— The number of beheaded

persons in the Orlu area has
rsen to five since this re-
newed violence started.

The apexgroup appealed to
those behind the attacks to
sheath their swords.

This came as the Imo State
Police Command yesterday.
said a 15-year-old boy, Em-
manuel Nnaj, a native of
Awala in Idealo South Local
Government Area of Imo
State, was the one wholed the
police tactical team to a hotel
in Orlu Local Government,
from where attacks were
planned and executed in
Omuma, Oru East Local
Government and Njaba Police
station in the state.

In a related development,
the Abia state government has
lamented an alleged plot to
attack and kidnap prominent
persons in the state.

Gunmen escalate

violence

Besides beheading a com-
munity leader in Imo in the
recent attacks, over twenty
shops were also completely
razed and vehicles number-
ing more than ten got burnt.
A shop where caskets were
sold was also burnt including
the already constructed cas-
kets waiting for potential cus-
tomers.

Vanguard gathered from
Orlu that the attacks which
started on Sunday night con-
tinued till Monday morning.

At the time of filing this re-
port, the reason for the attack
‘was not yet known but resi-
dents linked it to the hardened
criminal gang as well as na-
tive doctors that operate free-
ly at night.

In another development,
another group of gunmen
dressed in security attire set
ablaze a hotel owned by Chi-
nonso Uba in the area. In the
attack, two trucks were set
ablaze. One of the trucks was
loaded with alcoholic drinks.

Accordingtoan eyewitness,
the gunmen stormed the ho-
tel with"two Hilux vehicles,
Mercedes 360 and an ar-
moured car. They also burnt
abrand new HighLander car
belonging to Uba."

A community source who
spoke to Vanguard from Orlu
said: "My brothe, this is what
we have been seeing since
Sunday. Oriu is getting hot
now. We are no longer sleep-
ing. These criminals move
freely in the night and they kill
and destroy everything.

"Even this Monday morm-
ing, we heard of strange
movements by these men 1n
Okporo community and peo-
ple started running. What is
ingin Oﬂl_llg creating
fears everywhere. These cim-
inals started with the behead-
ing of our people and now
hurning peﬂplel? homes.
What do they wan
W“'}!}nrfn vill all these attacks
entl. We are sutfering in Oriu

CONFERMENT—Chairman, Governing Council, Institute of Management and Technology,

IMT, Enugu, Mrs. Ifeoma Nwobodo (middiej, with Rector, IMT, Proi. Austin Nweze (right],
and African Coordinator, Charisma University, Turks and Caico Island, Prof. Ifeanyi Onodugo, during
Mrs. Nwobodo's conferment with an honorary doctorate degree in Public Administration, by the
University, in Enugu, yesterday.

local government and gov-
ernment should please send
security operatives to us toend
these attacks. Orlu deserves
tobe peaceful and people de-
serve to do their business
peacefully. With a’ conducive
environment, there will be
development and people liv-
ing in Orlu will be happy.”

At the time of filing this re-
port, security agencies were
yettoreact to the violence but
Vanguard gathered from in-
telligence from security offic-
ers that efforts have been in-
tensified to unravel the crimi-
nal gang causing mayhemin
the Orlu area for the past one

week.

According to the Imo State
Police Command Public Re-
lations Officer, PPRO, Mike
Abatam, the police had earli~
er cordoned the forest of Nja-
ba to checkmate the activities
of the hoodlumns.

Ohanaeze
condemmsrenewed
attacks, killings

in Orlu

The apex Igbo body said it
has been celebrating peace
and tranquility in the South
East and prized the area as
the most secured, noting that
it is worrisome to hear of the
renewed attacks in Orlu.

"We have been celebrating
the peace and tranquility in
the South East, which we
prized as the most peaceful. It
is most unfortunate to hear
that ugly attacks are being
reported. It's most unfortunate
and most unbearable.

"Whether it is coming from
known or unKnown gunmen,
please, let them sheath their
swords and give peace a
chance. We don't need to de-
stroy ourland. Destroying our
things means inflicting more
hardship on our people. This
is not acceptable. It is not our
culture, not our character, not
our way of life. We are build-
ers notdestroyers,

"All men of goodwill should
join hands and help to call
whoever are behind these
atrocities to stop. We don't

need any attacks anymore. We
need to join hands and make
our zone an enviable place
where peace and tranquility
reign”, Ohanaeze said
through its spokesman, Hon.
Alex Chidozie Ogbonnia.

15-year-old boy

exposed hotel

where ESN plan
attacks on Njaba,

Omuma —Police

The Imo State Police Com-
missioner, Abutu Yaro, spoke
in Owerri while parading over
twenty suspected members of
the Eastern Security Network,
ESN, who were arrested at
the said hotel in Orlu. Yaro
said seven females were
among those arrested.

It was said that the hotel
was where a victim was be-
headed by the suspectsand the
head placed along the road.
Also, the ESN members were
arrested with Army camou-
flage uniforms, arms, and
ammunition.

The police said they discov-
ered that the owner of thesaid
hotel accommodated and
gave financial support to the
ESN members as a base from
where they launched attacks
in the state.

"Sequel to the recent attack
on Omuma Police Station
and Njaba Police Station re-
spectively, the bandits were
swiftly repelled by the tacti-
cal team of Imo State Police
Command. We lost a Divi-
sional Police Officer and ar-
rested one of the bandits, Em-
manuel Nnaji, 15, a native of
Awala in Ideato South LGA
of Imo State with bullet
wounds and brought him to
the station.

"On interrogation by the
command's tactical teams,
the suspect gave a vivid de-
scription of a Hotel located
in Orlu where the bandits
stayed and planned before
they executed their dastardly
act on the police stations.

"The owner of the hotel has
been accommodating and
assisting them financially. He

then volunteered and led se-
curity forces to the location
of the hotel. On arrival, the ho-
tel and the house were cor-
doned off and searched. Ex-
hibits were recovered from the
arrested twenty-six suspects
including seven females.

"Itwas in the same hotel that
the head of a young man was
severed and placed on the
road close to the hotel pre-
mises. Presently, investigation
is ongoing and the suspects
are undergoing interroga-
tion."

The Police said it "recalled
that in the same Orlu some
months ago during the peak
of IPOB/ESN attacks and kill-
ing of Police officers includ-
ing innocent citizens and

burning of Police stations in
the state; that the command’s
tactical teams and special
forces amrested one Boniface
Okeke, aged 57 years from
Obor Autonomous Commu-
nity in Orlu LGA of Imo State
in connection with attacks on
security agencies and private
individuals.

"On interrogation, he con-
fessed to being a facilitator
and financier of IPOB/ ESN
operations in the state to the
tune of Ten Million Naira (
N10,000,000 ) while he was
outside the country. He assist-
ed the police in the arrest of
some of their members and
decimation of their camps in
the state.”

The Commissioner of Po-

In a statement on Sunday,
John Kalu, Abia Commission-
er for informaton, wamned the
alleged plotters whom he de-
scribed as "renegade mem-
bers of a non-state group” to
desist from their planned ac-
don.

He also advised high-pro-
file personalities in the state
to be watchful, adding that the
state security agents are al-
ready on the trail of the mas-
terminds of the alleged plot.

“Abia State Government
has uncovered plots by rene-
gade members of a non-state
group to attack and kidnap
prominent personsin the state
including public office hold-
ers, traditional rulers, mem-
bers of the clergy, and hold
them as human shield and
ransom for negotiations,” the
statement read.

"While we strongly admon-
ish those behind the dastard-
ly plot to desist from it, we ad-
vise such high profile person-
alities mentioned above to
exercise utmost vigilance
while going about their nor-
mal duties as security agents
in the country are on the trail
of the arrowheads of the plot
to nip it in the bud and bring
those involved to justice.

"Government further ap-
peals to all citizens and visi-
tors to keep their focus on
maintaining the existing
peace in the state and avoid
acts that are capable of revers-
ing the gains we have made
collectively in securing the
state through the understand-
ing and cooperation of all."

Nnamdi Kanu's lawyers finally have access to him

EAD COUNSEL to Mazi
namdi Kanu, Ifeanyi
Ejiofor, yesterday, said he has
been able tosee his client who
is being detained by the De-
partment of State Services,
DSS.

In a statement, Ejiofor said
that after weeks of specula-
tions and uncertainties, he has
finally seen his client, Mazi
Nnamdi Kanu.

"We can authoritatively
confirm this position to the
world. He is firm and stable

apart from the burden of soli-
tary confinement and con-
comitant mental torture aris-
ing therefrom. Though the
detaining authority is giving
him medical attention, he still
requires advanced medical
care which formed the sub-
stantial part of the relief in our
application before the Court.

"He specifically requested
that we should extend his
heart-felt compliment to mil-
lions of his supporters world-

wide and all foreign govern-
ments and institutions who
are relentlessly following up.
Media houses are indeed not
left out of this classification.

"We are winning but your
praytexs are doing wonders,
dont relent as you continue to
remain law-abiding. We shall
continue to keep you all in
constant communication on
every development around
him particularly now that the
visit will be more regular than
before."

Ugwuanyi meets with Enugu-bom aircraft inventor
*Swears in 68 devt centre administrators

NUGU—GOVERNOR If
eanyi Ugwuanyi of Enugu
State will, today, at the Gov-
emnment House, Enugu, re-
ceive the young inventor,
Master Emmanuel Maduabu-
chi Chukwu, an indigene of
the state and student of Gov-
ernment Technical College
(GTC), Nsulkka, who manufac-
tured a hand-made aircraft.
Gov. Ugwuanyi will also at
the Government House, Enu-
gu, by 2pm, swear in all the 68
Development Centre Admin-
istrators whose nominations
were recently confirmed by the
E!rmgu State House of Assem-

.
A statement by the Commis-
sioner for Information,

Nnanyelugo Chidi Aroh, said
the governor's decision to meet
with the young aircraft inventor
was “in pursuit of his adminis-
tration’s commitment to encour-
aging scientific and technologi-
cal innovation in Enugu State”.

Aroh disclosed that the parents
of the student, the principal of

, Nsukka, the Commission-
er for Education, and the Chair-
man of the Science, Technical
and Vocational Education Man-
agement Board (STVEMB) and
other invited guests, are to be
seated at the Executive Coundil
Chambers by 12.30pm.

The Information Commission-
er added that guests invited to
the swearing-in ceremony of the
Administrators are expected to

be seated at the Lion Building,
?ovemmem House, Enugu, by
. Those invited for the swear-
ing-in ceremony, according to
the statement, are the 68 Ad-
ministrators of the Development
Centres; the Speaker and mem-
bers of Enugu State House of
Assembly; members of the State
Executive Council (EXCO);
Chairmen of the 17 Local Gov-
emment Areas; and Special Ad-
visers to the Governor

Others are Chairman and
Members of the State Working
Committee of the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP); Chairmen of
PDPinthe 17 Local Government
Areas; State Chairman of the
Traditional Rulers' Council and
Local Government Chairmen of
the Traditional Rulers' Counal.



