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Attack, killing of soldiers:
JTF locks down Egbema

kingdom

By Emma Amaize,
Regional Editor,
South-South

ARRI—SOLDIERS of

the military Joint Task

Force, JTE have locked down

' Egbema Kingdom, Warri North
. Local Government Area, Delta
State, in the last five days,

following an attack and Iilling
W%ﬁmi‘ﬁmﬂ%spected
“hoodlums at a military base in

to the commission of the crime
for which we have been
punished. Inotherclimes, where
crime is committed, security
men take time to investigate
and bring the culprits tojustice
with the collaboration of the
locals. We have been and are
being punished fora crime that
was committed outside our
local government area.
"Thebackground to this crisis
is the alleged attacked on a

military base station at Obodo -

in Warri South Local

~Gevernment_Area, where

Obodo_community, Wart — ¢ i were.

South, a neigllhg_iug_ng_msﬁl_,

gavernmentareaofthestate.

The blockade by soldiers,
which has made it impossible
for people to come in or go out
of the area since last week, has
led to the food crisis in the

- affected communities with over
200,000 residents trapped.
. The people in a Save-Qur-
- Soul, SOS, through the
- Presidentof Egbema Leaders of
- Thought, Elder Edmund Tiemo,
. to the Chief of Army Staff, and
. Governor Ifeanyi Okowa,
¢ among others, yesterday, said:
. "Wewish to draw the attention
- of the cvilised world to the fact
. that Egbema people in Delta
- State are currently facing
- starvation comparable only to
whatishappeninginthe Tigray
- region, were Ethiopian soldiers
- refused to allow UN
- peacekeepersand food togetto
the civil population.

_"Thisgruesome picture isthe
situation in Egbema Kingdom
of Warri North, today. The JTE
has laid siege to' a whole

' kingdom for the crime
committed by a few persons in
another local government area
andthisi?h uncalled for.

. "Whiletheydenied our
food and medical attenu'ggfJ 511(;
army moved food to soldiers
who guide critical oil facilities
I ourland.

“They have food, light and
medical attention in their
facilities in our territory, vet, asif
ltisnotenough punishmentthat

. we lack these essential
commodities. Our appeal,
therefore, is to the authorities to
open the Egbera Kingdom for
life to return while the

- Investigation, arrest and

. prosecution of the hoodlums

: canls]ontinue.

“Neither the people of
Egbema Kingdom I]I:JI' the
Ppeople of Warti North agreed

hoodlums.

"Although no official
statement on the attack has
been issued by the JTE the
soldiers had told passengerson
the Benin River and Gelegele
axis of the attack, thusjustifying
the blockade of Egbema since
July2, 2021, when the incident
TEDO occurred.

"Before thisincident, on June
28, 2021, few kilometres from
the scene as the Egbema
peaceke
attackby unidentified qunmen,
leading to loss of several lives.
Thus, the military operatives
who were attacked are victims
justlike the [jawin the areawere
alsovictims of criminal attacks.
Therefore, it will be wrong for
people who have suffered the
same magmitude oflossestobe
subjected to this horror

“The fundamental rights of
the people to move as
entrenched in Section 41(1) of
the 1999 Constitution as
amended have been clearly
violated in the guise of chasing
after hoodlums.

“Why on earth should the

innocent populace suffer
because of the crime of an
unidentified few? We cannot
agree less with Senator
Enyinnaya Abaribe when he
asserted that the Nigerian
govemment of President Buhani
operates two sets of laws, Inthe
North where criminals kidnap,
terrorise and kill both soldiers
evenschool children, noneofthe
communitiesisunduly punished
forthe crime ofthe few.
_ 'President  Obasanjo
Introcluced it in Odi in Bayelsa
State and now it has been taken
to a higher level, whereby a
whole kingdom of notless than
200,000 people is under siege
for over five days consecutively
without movement of people
and food itemns."
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