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Daturday NEWS

Lagos tanker explosion: 5 lives lost, 25 vehicles
burnt; hoodlums loot offices, vandalise property
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The 1aoker repoaedly
explodsd while in monan
al aboul 10.32 pm on
Thurzday. According (o
eyewilnesses, the impact of
the explosion was lell
inslde bulldinas in the
Government Resldential
Area (GRA| axis of Tkeya.

Tbe  Acting Zonal
Coosdinator, South West
Zomal Oilice, National
Emergency Management
Agency [NEMA)., M
lbrabim Faduloye,
canflirmed that live
E‘:'mmhad so [2r lost thelr

es 10 the fire incident

Farnloye said yeslerday
thal three bodies were
carlier recovered from Lhe
scene al ihe incident by
emergency respouso
egenacs. "Sadlv moout of
the 13 persons who were
rescued and laken (o the
Treurus and Bums Centre
at  Gbagada General
Hogpital, passed on a lew
munutes ago. This maks= it
a total af five os killed
in the explesion 5o lar” ha
said.

He sawd the explosion was
alleged (o have been caused
by leakaae while the

Ucwellu-d petroleum gas
(LPG) lanker was in
molicn.

According to him. “tLe
resulting fire travelled
wilb the wind to fbe
ptemises ol Ogun State
Property Investment
Company (OPIC) Plaza
besides Sheraton Holels,
which houses different
commercial outfits
including & Chinese
Restaurant, The fire was
pul out &t about 12.30

ORJI - |, farmerly
known and
addressed as Miss
Orji Ebere Mercy,
now wish lo be known
and addressed as
Mrs. Ikamefuna-
Amaech| Ebsre
Mercy. All tormer
documents remain
valid. General public
please [aka note.

CLASSIFIED
CHANGE OF NAME

Fannloje said  the
fecied victims were
taken (b the Lagns State
University Teachmg
Hospital (LASUTH) an
that four ol the viclims
witll severe injunes were
later (ransfermed to the
Trauma and Burns Cenire
at  Cbageda General
Haspilal “Comonzhensive
posl-disaster assoasman| on
the extent ol groeral
amages would be done
later \oday (ve<ierday),”
Farinloyp added.

Scores of onjeokats and
sympathi=ers thronged the
scene of the tragedy as
rescue workers barded to
baing the situadon uader
control. The atlendanl
gridlock  worsened as

Mr. Balogun
and his -
colleagues
were trapped
in the inferno
and three of
themn were
later
confirned
dead.

seunty agenls and rescuc

Lleam cordened off the road

\p enahle unhindered rescue
ratona.

Nlotorists and other mad
users were also ra i
ibe  gridlock  which
extended oniv the ever
busy [korpdu Road,
Cragada end of the road,
lkepa G RA, among others.

On2 ol the eyowitnesses
told Vanguard Lhot the
Incident  occuried  au
exactly, 11.43 pm,
Thursday. when the gas
lanker who ‘was oo 3
suddenly exploded into ball
of fire, spreading quickly to
buildizgs around. “Thos2,
who wers caught in the
falemno were screaming for
help bul no one could
respond al that particpler
timo as cveryone
scampered lo safely”, ho
sald

According lo Direclor
General, LASEMA, Dr,
Femi Oke-Osanylatolu,
=0On arrivel of tho Tigor
officials al scene ol Lhe
loadent, B was discovered
that a Liquelied Petroleum
Cas, LPG, m@nkar was an
fire as @ resuli of explosion

“The rivema, who acdaw)
vurying degree of bums
oz the gas orploson were
consequently lwken to
Lages State Universily
Teaching Hospltal,
LASUTH and Ghagada
General Hospital Bums
and Trauma Cenlre lor
trealmen{. "“They are
respondlng lo tmatment,
while five persoas lost their
s ™

Al the Directon Ligos
Siate Fire and Rescue
Senvice, Mrs Adeseye
Margare!  aid  the
unformale incrdent which
was reponed at aboul 2235
bhours on Thursday, was

E"mmp.ly anended 1o by e
emen.

She sl " disiress call
way received fram Opic
Plaze. 20730 Mobokali
Bank Anthoay Way, Ikeja
that & Gas Truck heading
tonards Ikeja reponedly
expladed from o leakage
which travelled thicuqgh
atmosphenc conditions 10
meoel an guiinn poinl en
the ground floor ol Lhe
OPIC Mlaza which houzes a
restaurant aimong othar
oullets resulting lo Fire
Outbreak™, p

Adeseye added  (hat
thiee fire engipes and
crew  were  promptly
detelled to rescue the
siluation and  they
carapletely pat out the fine
at the incident sceoe.

She furthey explainen
thal on arrival &t the
scun= ol the inadent, the
Firolightors discovered
that nol less than 25
vehicles of varinus brantls
including the gas lruck
and the redr section of the
plaza bullding waos
exiensively damaged by
the resultant Infemo. She
however, said  'hat
ficclighting operations
was concluded a4l 3 am
Friday, as compruensive

ost  Flre  disaster
invesiigation and
assessment has begun in
camesL

Victims,
eyewllnesses'
accounl

An eye wilness accounl!
said il ook the Lagos State
Flre and Rescue Scrvices
over two hoars ta respond
lu the emoigency calls by
residents,

A resident Mrs Adetla
Kasali, sald several calls
made to Lagos State

Emergency numbers
were unresponded Lo
promptly.

A privale guard Mr,
Tany Omahj, said he felt
the heat of the [lre as i
spread towards lis
direcfion before he ok to
his heels for safely.

According to him, “That
was my firat ence of
s2eing how fast [iro can
travel | ran as far as my
leg could carry me unul |
noticed (he amval of law
enforcement operalizes,
There was nothing
anyone could do lo salvage
lives and propenies”

A vicum, Mr. Akande
Erinlo, who lost his

The gas ¢spjoalon scencs it
Ikelu, caused by gas cylloder vehicle, last night, It Lagos.
PHOTO: Kehinde Shonela.
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last

the Ople Plara, Mobolajl Baak Anthony way,

night, In Lagoa,

vehicle o the inferno said be
took to his heels when be
noliced the rate atwhich the
fire was moving lowards his
directian. “1 was sleeping In
my vehicle

when 1 suddenly leh hot
breeze which aroussd me
{rom sleep, Belore | could

ull mysell iogather, | sazv the
ire coming towards my
direcuon and [ hod no option
that o nw outof my car. Al a
polint, I though il was an
atack uniil I sow people
scampering for salety at that
hourof tha night. | ran as lar
as Ayinke Ilouse for salely
alter wiich [ staned comina
hack

"Surpnsingly, | neticod
that my vehicle has gol
bumnt bul | thank God that
[ am alive, afier all, when
thero is life, thers 13 hopo.”

An eye wilouss who
simply identficd himsell as
Azces, lamented late
arrival of cmergency
responders to the sceno ol
the Incident.

“Palice ware the [irst
responders at thy scene but
that was an hour alter the
iacident happened,
[ollowed by Lhe slate [k
service which arrived
ahout two hours laler.
Many workers of the
restaurant wem trapped In
tbe Inferno and thelr shout
for help anracied peoplo
Itke us who rushed to the
scene 1o rescue Vhem.
Unfoniunetely, we could
nol do much because of
thick chocking snoke.

"Wao had to use a rorch
bight 10 ascenaln the exact
locaUon of tapped people
only ta nolice thal such
assistance wouwld requiro the
services ol an ambulance,

“We ran to Eko Hospital
for support but were neferns)
to e Ceneral Flosplitd and
this proceas was
curmbepsonie and could not

‘bo completed. The lire

ravaged the mare. Meo of
the fire servive then arrived
the scene and swung (nto
acton. Bimemency services
amived (m7 hours later but
witheut ambulance service
This Is pathetic,” he
larrented

The manager ol the
alfected restaurant,
identifled as Mr Dalogun
wis sald to be amoug the
dead.

Mr. Balogun and his
collcagues weeie trapped In
the [nforno and tﬂr‘:e of
them ware loler condirmed
dead.

Eyo wlinesses said thal
the truck driver and his
molor hot {umped aul of
the lruck and ran for
salety on nutlcing that the
lruck  had developod
leakage

A resldent, Ayoola
Baba|lde wald, "We notlced
thal the truck stopped
abruptly and the next
thing was that we naticed
a leakage which spread to
tha nelghbourhood. The
ruck drver and hls mator
boy wore very smart lo

higve escaped (rom (e
vahlicly, else, thoy wouwld
huye beon trappad.”

Maanwbile,
bugiuessmnn, Mr Soun
Poters, bas decrlsd the
lontlng of his olfllce by
haodhlpis  Jurtlng  the
Incldent whieh darragatd

an of Qgqun Sloto Proporty

nvesunont  Cowpany
{OPIC) Plaza. ln Tkeja,

Petare, e Managlng
Dircctor, Rolling \':Tuuo
Gamos, toltl tho Newa
Agency of Nigena (INAN) on
Friday that hls company,
located | thie plaza, suhcrr.-d
several losses duo 1o the
inddent.

Pelery rald: “Trco of my
olficial vehleles wero burmnt
and tho hecdhims tried (o
Lreal into my vin and my
olflce wos levted, | wondur
wlhy, becauss U ther (s a
flie Incident, 1 don't lnow
why peaplo will now use
thal DF runity lo try o
lool olfices and shopas, |
think they shauld siop this
dangerous irend when
plocts. are burning, rather
than leok for a solutlon to
ili-boodlums try Lo lakn
that opportunlty to loot.”
He sald the olfico was
vandalised by  the
boodlums who carled
away same cush, electronic
fjadges and wrisiwatches,
"Lucklly, they didn't take
any of my documenls
lecaus: abviously they are
nal useful to them, bul the
whole placo i In a mess,”
Peters saled.



