Death of petrol station manager: Family, mgt

trade words over cause of death

®We suspect foul play—Family ®He was
found in manhole gasping for breath

—Proprietor

By Festus Ahon &
Ochuko Akuopha

GHELLI—FAMILY of Mr

Dennis IkToje, manager of a
filling station in Ughelli, Delta State

found dead in themanholeofthe station

_has alleged foul play in the demise of

theirbrother :
Speaking with newsmen at the

1 Police A Division, the brother
of the deceased, Mr Blessing Ikroje,

allegedthathisbrothermighthavebeen
mthemanhole.~them to rush him to the hospital. We

strangledandd

Hesaid: ‘After his death, they did not
call us to notify us and I suspect that
they connived, killed the boy and put

himin themanhole. Iwantthe Inspector
General of Police to come and fight for

us, weneedjustice.

“Mybrother hasbeen workingin the

petrol statiob for over three years now.

Iasked them ifany family memberwas
there and they said it was the police
officer that signed to deposit his corpse

atthe mortuary.”

He was found in
manhole gasping. for
breath—Proprietor
Reacting to the development, the
dealer of the petrol station, Chief
Ovugke Oshasha, said: ** On that fateful
day, [ gota call that moming from one
of the policemen because we have
police coverage. One of the policemen
called me that they found the manager
ofthe filling station in the manhole.
“Immediately they called me, I told

needed to save a life before askingwhat
happened and I ordered thattheytake
him to the hospital where the doctor
confirmed thathewas dead.

“Immediately, I sent my General
Managertothe Ughelli & Folice station
toreporttheissue. So, the division sent
an IPOtothe hospital, afterconﬁmﬁng
hewasdead, the policeman took him
tothe mortuary before they cameto the
scene for the investigation,

“In the place, we have security

cametas and evenifanything
the CCTV would have m
everything. When theyresumedin the
moming, the firstthing he oughttodo
was to puton the generator

"Twaseven thinking, youknow;when

mghappenswecanseethecause
ofiton the camera. Later Iwastold that
the camera and the generatorwerenot
on. Sowhen the police gotthere, they
discovered that there was a 25-liire
gallon, a funnel and two inches
galvanized pipe. They are all with the
police as I speak to you now. That is
what transpired, the matteris already
with police."

Disclosing that the deceased was
working as a pump attendant before
hemade him the managerlastyear, he
said: “I was told the family members
cametothestation, theywereaggrieved
that 'their was strangled'but1f1s
the police that will do their
investigation and unravel the causeof
thedeath."

Onallegations thathedidn't contact
the family afterthe incident, hesaid: ']
don't even have the right to confirm
somebody dead because I am nota
doctor. Mind you, I was nottherewhen
Ithappened, [was thinkingitwill come
from the police forus tonow meet.



